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“An intimate dialogue with Joseph Beuys ... takes us into the deeper motivations
and understandings underlying ‘social sculpture’ and his expanded conception of
art.” ?Shelley Sacks, artist and director of the Social Sculpture Research Unit,
Oxford Brookes University

“It is arguable that Beuys was the first artist of the twenty-first century. Like
Rudolf Steiner, he was passionately concerned with the history of ideas and the
points of interface between manifestations of the arts and sciences as well as
philosophy, religion, economics, and politics.” ?Richard Demarco, OBE,
professor emeritus, European Cultural Studies, Kingston University, Surrey

“Joseph Beuys was one of the most important artists of the twentieth century. He
was one of the first German artists to engage with his country's turbulent and
destructive recent history. His art embraced processes of political renewal within
society, the search for an appropriate spiritual approach in our times, and a belief
in the creative potential in each individual.” ?Sean Rainbird, senior curator, Tate
Collection

"The revolutionary artistic ideas and artwork of Joseph Beuys are still, decades
later, one of the strongest influences on contemporary artists. His work bursts
open the enclosed world of visual art to encompass political and social reform,
environmentalism, education, economics, spiritual science, and the proposal that
art is not properly an activity for ‘experts’ but for everyone.” ?David Adams,
Ph.D., art history faculty, Sierra College, California.

“I know that from him [Rudolf Steiner] a mission was given to me to gradually
remove people’s alienation and mistrust toward the supersensible through my
means. In political thinking?the field I have to be working on daily?it is a matter
of realizing the Threefold Social Order as quickly as possible.” ?Joseph Beuys
(letter to Manfred Schradi, October 21, 1971)
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Joseph Beuys’s work continues to influence and inspire artists and thinkers
around the world?in areas from organizational learning, direct democracy, and
new forms of money, to new methods of art education and the practice of
“ecological art.”

Volker Harlan?a close colleague of Beuys?whose own work also explores
substance and sacrament?talked with Beuys about the deeper motivations and
insights behind “social sculpture” and his expanded view of art. These profound
reflections, complemented by Harlan’s thoughtful essays, give a sense of the
interconnected nature of all life forms and provide the basis for a path toward a
future that is ecologically sustainable.

Features more than forty illustrations.
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Editorial Review

Review
'An intimate dialogue with Joseph Beuys, arguably the most important and radical artist of the late twentieth
century, which takes us into the deeper motivations and understandings underlying 'social sculpture' and his
expanded conception of art.' - Shelley Sacks, Artist and Director of the Social Sculpture Research Unit,
Oxford Brookes University 'It is arguable that Beuys was the first artist of the twenty-first century. Like
Rudolf Steiner, he was passionately concerned with the history of ideas and the points of interface between
manifestations of the arts and sciences as well as philosophy, religion, economics and politics.' - Richard
Demarco, OBE, Professor Emeritus, European Cultural Studies, Kingston University, Surrey 'Joseph Beuys
was one of the most important artists of the twentieth century. He was one of the first German artists to
engage with his country's turbulent and destructive recent history. His art embraced processes of political
renewal within society, the search for an appropriate spiritual approach in our times, and a belief in the
creative potential in each individual.' - Sean Rainbird, Senior Curator, Tate Collection 'Twenty years after his
death, Beuys is still the most inspirational artist of modern times. No other figure has so moved people to
find their own creativity and to innovative solutions to the biggest environmental threats facing our planet.' -
Professor Caroline Tisdall, Oxford Brookes University 'The revolutionary artistic ideas and artwork of
Joseph Beuys are still, decades later, one of the strongest influences on contemporary artists. His work bursts
open the enclosed world of visual art to encompass political and social reform, environmentalism, education,
economics, spiritual science, and the proposal that art is not properly an activity for "experts" but for
everyone.' - David Adams, Ph.D., Art History faculty, Sierra College, California 'Joseph Beuys was the most
significant artistic innovator of the twentieth century. His extended concept of art and his Social Sculpture
Theory contain the seeds needed for addressing the root problems of our global society today. Harlan's book
is a seminal contribution to the understanding of Beuys' work.' - Otto Scharmer, co-author, Presence: Human
Purpose and the Field of the Future, Lecturer, MIT Sloan School of Management

About the Author
Joseph Beuys (1921–1986), alchemist, social visionary and artist, was born in Germany. In 1961, he became
Professor of Monumental Sculpture at the Düsseldorf Academy, but was expelled in 1972. With his first
gallery “action” in 1965, Teaching Paintings to a Dead Hare, his international reputation began to grow. In
1979, he was honored with a major retrospective at the Guggenheim Museum, New York City. He died just
after receiving the prestigious Lehmbruck Prize and left behind numerous large-scale installations and site
works, hundreds of provocative multiples and small objects, thousands of drawings, documented social
sculpture forums about energy, new money forms and direct democracy, and above all, a methodology and
ideas such as “parallel process” and “social sculpture.”

Volker Harlan was born in 1938 in Dresden, Germany. He studied arts, biology, and theology, and was a
priest of the Christian Community until 2001. He is a cofounder of the private University of Witten-
Herdecke and a lecturer on the philosophy of nature and aesthetics. His doctorate was published as Das Bild
der Pflanze in Wissenschaft und Kunst. He was a friend of Joseph Beuys from 1972 until Beuys’s death in
1986.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Angela Jones:

The book What Is Art?: Conversations with Joseph Beuys gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book What Is Art?:
Conversations with Joseph Beuys to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and
read a book What Is Art?: Conversations with Joseph Beuys. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Joseph Chandler:

The book What Is Art?: Conversations with Joseph Beuys can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book What Is
Art?: Conversations with Joseph Beuys? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
What Is Art?: Conversations with Joseph Beuys has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Howard:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The What Is
Art?: Conversations with Joseph Beuys will give you new experience in examining a book.

Joseph Mesta:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book What Is Art?: Conversations with Joseph Beuys was filled in relation to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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