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This stunning debut novel about grief and wonder was an instant New York
Times bestseller and captured widespread critical acclaim, including
selection as a 2015 National Book Award finalist! Oddlot Entertainment has
acquired the screen rights to The Thing About Jellyfish, with Gigi Pritzker
set to produce with Bruna Papandrea and Reese Witherspoon.

After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true
cause of the tragedy must have been a rare jellyfish sting-things don't just happen
for no reason. Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she crafts a plan to
prove her theory--even if it means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly
heartfelt journey explores life, death, the astonishing wonder of the universe...and
the potential for love and hope right next door.
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This stunning debut novel about grief and wonder was an instant New York Times bestseller and
captured widespread critical acclaim, including selection as a 2015 National Book Award finalist!
Oddlot Entertainment has acquired the screen rights to The Thing About Jellyfish, with Gigi Pritzker
set to produce with Bruna Papandrea and Reese Witherspoon.

After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true cause of the tragedy must
have been a rare jellyfish sting-things don't just happen for no reason. Retreating into a silent world of
imagination, she crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's
achingly heartfelt journey explores life, death, the astonishing wonder of the universe...and the potential for
love and hope right next door.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 4–7—Suzy's best friend, Franny Jackson, was a strong swimmer. There is no way she could have
drowned, at least in Suzy's mind. Suzy's determined search for a different explanation for her friend's death
leads her to believe that Franny was stung by an Irukandji jellyfish. Having nothing but time, since she has
no other friends and has decided to stop talking, Suzy sets out to prove her theory. This multilayered novel
takes readers on several concurrent emotional journeys. Benjamin skillfully blends time and narrative to
slowly reveal truths about Suzy: first and foremost that their friendship was over long before Franny's death.
The girl she had once thought was her best friend decided it was time for a middle school social upgrade,
choosing popularity over her awkward childhood pal. Suzy's decision to seek revenge and remind Franny of
their bond backfires, destroying what was left of their relationship. Consequently, Franny's death is the
impetus for the protagonist's mission of personal reconciliation for the guilt and regret she feels over their
falling out. Suzy's fierce intelligence, compounded by her painful transition into adolescence, makes her a
sympathetic and compelling character. Benjamin's sense of timing and delivery is extraordinary, as she
blends the visceral experiences of Suzy's journey with an internal dialogue that is authentic and poignant.
Though Suzy herself is oddly unique in her self-imposed social ineptitude and singular focus, the politics of
friendships and changing values of young teens will resonate with readers. Benjamin's inverse approach to
tragedy, placing the death at the beginning of the novel and storytelling through the grieving process,
transcends the trope, as the story triumphs in the affecting realities of emotional response and resilience.
VERDICT Strong readers of middle grade realistic fiction will fully immerse themselves in this superbly
written, heartfelt novel.—Juliet Morefield, Multnomah County Library, OR

Review

*"A painful story smartly told, Benjamin's first solo novel has appeal well beyond a middle school
audience."
?Kirkus Reviews, starred review

*"Reminiscent of works by Jennifer L. Holm and Sharon Creech, Benjamin's novel is a shining example of
the highs and lows of early adolescence."?Publishers Weekly, starred review

*"Benjamin's sense of timing and delivery is extraordinary, as she blends the visceral experiences of Suzy's
journey with an internal dialogue that is authentic and poignant....readers...will fully immerse themselves in
this superbly written, heartfelt novel."?School Library Journal, starred review

*"Benjamin's involving novel features clean, fluid writing that is highly accessible, yet rich with possibilities
for discussion.... Her highly individual, first-person narrative makes compelling reading.... An uncommonly
fine first novel."?Booklist, starred review

*"This novel has it all: just-right pacing, authentic voices and characters, beautifully crafted plot, and superb
writing. Readers will find that this story lingers with them after the book is closed."?VOYA, starred review

"There are...a lot of children who might not only benefit from this book but also find themselves deeply
moved by it."?New York Times Book Review

"Seventh-grade narrator Suzy Swanson will win readers' hearts as she silently struggles to come to terms



with her complex emotions over the death of her former best friend."?Shelf Awareness

About the Author
Ali Benjamin is a National Book Award Finalist for The Thing About Jellyfish, and the co-writer for HIV-
positive teen Paige Rawl's coming-of-age memoir Positive as well as Tim Howard's New York Times
bestseller The Keeper. She is a member of New England Science Writers and has written for The Boston
GlobeMagazine, Martha Stewart's Whole Living, and Sesame Street. She lives in Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jean Parks:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Thing About Jellyfish, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Hilda Dolan:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book The Thing About Jellyfish it is very good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Al Fraire:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just spending your
time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top checklist in
your reading list is usually The Thing About Jellyfish. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.



Dawn Bliss:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Thing About Jellyfish can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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