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The Land Baron's Sun chronicles through poetry the life of Ly Loc, the son of an
affluent Vietnamese landowner who was thought to own the sun by his children,
wives, servants, and tenant farmers because it had aways shone favorably upon
him. Ly Loc lived just as prosperous alife, one in which he rose to the rank of
major commander for the South Vietnamese Army and was attended to by seven
wives who bore him twenty-seven children. On April 20, 1975, the day Saigon
fell, fate took acruel turn for Ly Loc, as the sun, a symbol of the divine love,
refused to shine. His capture by the Viet Cong and incarceration in a reeducation
camp marked only the beginning of the sun recouping all that it had bestowed
upon Ly Loc and his family. Smith's poems delve into Ly Loc's childhood and
adult life, his years spent in the reeducation camp, and his wives and children's
fate both in Vietnam and, for those who were fortunate enough to escape, in
America. The poems expose the beauty and freedom of the human spirit and the
lushness that was once Vietnam; likewise, they show the undeniable oppression
of acountry divided on itself and the struggle its people went through to survive.
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The Land Baron's Sun chronicles through poetry the life of Ly Loc, the son of an affluent Vietnamese
landowner who was thought to own the sun by his children, wives, servants, and tenant farmers because it
had aways shone favorably upon him. Ly Loc lived just as prosperous alife, one in which he rose to the
rank of major commander for the South Viethamese Army and was attended to by seven wives who bore him
twenty-seven children. On April 20, 1975, the day Saigon fell, fate took a cruel turn for Ly Loc, asthe sun, a
symbol of the divine love, refused to shine. His capture by the Viet Cong and incarceration in areeducation
camp marked only the beginning of the sun recouping al that it had bestowed upon Ly Loc and his family.
Smith's poems delveinto Ly Loc's childhood and adult life, his years spent in the reeducation camp, and his
wives and children's fate both in Vietnam and, for those who were fortunate enough to escape, in America.
The poems expose the beauty and freedom of the human spirit and the lushness that was once Vietnam,
likewise, they show the undeniable oppression of a country divided on itself and the struggle its people went
through to survive.
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Editorial Review

Review

The Land Baron's Sun is a remarkable book, with both the intense, compressed, word-richness of poetry and
the narrative grandeur and character complexity of anovel. It deals with the most timely and yet most
universal of themes: the yearning for an identity in aworld of war and strife and cultura dislocation. Thisis
abrilliant debut by an important writer. --Robert Olen Butler, Pulitzer prize-winning author of A Good Scent
from a Strange Mountain

With The Land Baron's Sun Genaro Ky Ly Smith has written nothing short of amemory opera using
transcultural and geopolitical-nationalistic divides to create alanguage particular to this set of poems. The
poems enlarge and clarify the story of what we call life on our planet, especially the stories of those who
travel far from original identity only to triumph in constructions of theaters of their own making. --Darrell
Bourgue, Former Louisiana Poet Laureate, author of Megan's Guitar and Other Poems from Acadie

The Land Baron's Sun is an elegant novel-in-verse, exploring the rise and fall and dispersal of a Vietnamese
family across generations. Genaro Ky Ly Smith writes a remarkably evocative narrative that captivates the
senses with its lyric power. Spanning the twentieth century, these poems bring the beauty, conflict, and
culture of Vietnam powerfully to the reader. --Amy Fleury, author of Beautiful Trouble, winner of the 2003
Crab Orchard First Book Award

With The Land Baron's Sun Genaro Ky Ly Smith has written nothing short of a memory opera using
transcultural and geopolitical-nationalistic divides to create alanguage particular to this set of poems. The
poems enlarge and clarify the story of what we call life on our planet, especially the stories of those who
travel far from original identity only to triumph in constructions of theaters of their own making. --Darrell
Bourque, Former Louisiana Poet Laureate, author of Megan's Guitar and Other Poems from Acadie

The Land Baron's Sun is an elegant novel-in-verse, exploring the rise and fall and dispersal of a Vietnamese
family across generations. Genaro Ky Ly Smith writes aremarkably evocative narrative that captivates the
senses with its lyric power. Spanning the twentieth century, these poems bring the beauty, conflict, and
culture of Vietnam powerfully to the reader. --Amy Fleury, author of Beautiful Trouble, winner of the 2003
Crab Orchard First Book Award

From the Inside Flap

The Land Baron's Sun chronicles through poetry the life of Ly Loc, the son of an affluent Vietnamese
landowner who was thought to own the sun by his children, wives, servants, and tenant farmers because it
had always shone favorably upon him. Ly Loc lived just as prosperous alife, one in which he rose to the
rank of major commander for the South Vietnamese Army and was attended to by seven wives who bore him
twenty-seven children. On April 20, 1975, the day Saigon fell, fate took a cruel turn for Ly Loc, asthe sun, a
symbol of the divine love, refused to shine. His capture by the Viet Cong and incarceration in a reeducation
camp marked only the beginning of the sun recouping all that it had bestowed upon Ly Loc and his family.
Smith's poems delve into Ly Loc's childhood and adult life, his years spent in the reeducation camp, and his
wives and children's fate both in Vietnam and, for those who were fortunate enough to escape, in America.
The poems expose the beauty and freedom of the human spirit and the lushness that was once Vietnam;
likewise, they show the undeniable oppression of a country divided on itself and the struggle its people went
through to survive.



About the Author
Genaro Ky Ly Smith is Professor of Creative Writing at Louisiana Tech University. The Land Baron's Sunis
based on the experiences of his grandfather, Ly Loc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Diana Rush:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Land Baron's Sun: The
Story of Ly Loc and His Seven Wives? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for
awhileisreading. Yep, by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you thiskind of The Land Baron's
Sun: The Story of Ly Loc and His Seven Wives book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Jennifer Fields:

Beside thiskind of The Land Baron's Sun: The Story of Ly Loc and His Seven Wives in your phone, it can
give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may
got hereis fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have The Land Baron's Sun: The Story of Ly Loc and His Seven Wives
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book aswell asread it from at this point!

Beverly Hill:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Land Baron's Sun: The Story of Ly Loc and His
Seven Wives can give you alot of close friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than



different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Land Baron's Sun: The Story of
Ly Loc and His Seven Wives.
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