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A rich, wondrous anthology of the Western magical tradition, from the Old
Testament to Doctor Faustus and Paradise Lost, in a beautiful hardcover
edition

“...aswheniron isdrawn to amagnet, camphor is sucked into hot air, crystal
lights up in the Sun, sulfur and a volatile liquid are kindled by flame, an empty
eggshell filled with dew israised towardsthe Sun . . .”

The Bibleisfull of stories featuring forms of magic and possession—from Moses
battling with Pharaoh’ s wizards to the supernatural actions of Jesus and his
disciples. As, over the following centuries, the Christian church attempted to
stamp out “deviant” practices, a persistent interest in magic drew strength from
this Biblical validation. A strange blend of mumbo-jumbo, fear, fraud, and

deeply serious study, magic was at the heart of the European Renaissance,
fascinating many of its greatest figures.

Thisisabook filled with incantations, charms, curses, summonings, cures, and
descriptions of extraordinary, shadowy, only half-understood happenings from
long ago. It features writers as various as Thomas Aquinas, John Milton, John
Dee, Ptolemy, and Paracel sus along with anonymous ancient and medieval works
that were, in some cases, viewed as simply too dangerous even to open.

The Book of Magic will be welcomed by everyone from those with the most
casual interest in the magical tradition to anyone drawn to the Renaissance and
the tangled, arcane roots of the scientific tradition.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, aswell as up-to-date translations by award-winning
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A rich, wondrous anthology of the Western magical tradition, from the Old Testament to Doctor
Faustus and Paradise Lost, in a beautiful hardcover edition

“...aswheniron isdrawn to amagnet, camphor is sucked into hot air, crystal lights up in the Sun, sulfur
and avolatile liquid are kindled by flame, an empty eggshell filled with dew israised towardsthe Sun . . .”

The Bibleisfull of stories featuring forms of magic and possession—from Moses battling with Pharaoh’s
wizards to the supernatural actions of Jesus and his disciples. As, over the following centuries, the Christian
church attempted to stamp out “deviant” practices, a persistent interest in magic drew strength from this
Biblical validation. A strange blend of mumbo-jumbo, fear, fraud, and deeply serious study, magic was at the
heart of the European Renaissance, fascinating many of its greatest figures.

Thisisabook filled with incantations, charms, curses, summonings, cures, and descriptions of extraordinary,
shadowy, only half-understood happenings from long ago. It features writers as various as Thomas Aquinas,
John Milton, John Deg, Ptolemy, and Paracel sus along with anonymous ancient and medieval works that
were, in some cases, viewed as simply too dangerous even to open.

The Book of Magic will be welcomed by everyone from those with the most casual interest in the magical
tradition to anyone drawn to the Renai ssance and the tangled, arcane roots of the scientific tradition.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date trandations by award-winning transators.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Impressive and well-edited . . . Reading thisrich collection allows each of usto cut our own path through
the dense snarls of the history of abody of ideas.” —The Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Brian Copenhaver isaprofessor of philosophy and history at the University of California, Los Angeles, and
is one of the world's foremost scholars on Renaissance magic and mysticism.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Allison Price:

This The Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment (A Penguin Classics Hardcover) book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
read alot of information you will get. That The Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment (A
Penguin Classics Hardcover) without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't be worry The Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment (A Penguin
Classics Hardcover) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves come to be fulll
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the
Enlightenment (A Penguin Classics Hardcover) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Rubye Carter:

This The Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment (A Penguin Classics Hardcover) are
generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The
Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment (A Penguin Classics Hardcover) can be one of the
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Book of
Magic: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment (A Penguin Classics Hardcover) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
activity. So, let'shave it and luxuriate in reading.

Treva Ritter:

This The Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment (A Penguin Classics Hardcover) is great
guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and



also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or
we can say ho rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information
init. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment (A Penguin Classics
Hardcover) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, infoin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , thisis
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Bruce Alexander:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the
Enlightenment (A Penguin Classics Hardcover) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe
know that book The Book of Magic: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment (A Penguin Classics Hardcover)
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So, not at al of book are make you bored, any
it offers up you fedl happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
which.
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