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Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist
growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future
into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-
white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot.

Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with
poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the
contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break
away from the life he was destined to live.

With aforward by Markus Zusak, interviews with Sherman Alexie and Ellen

Forney, and four-color interior art throughout, this edition is perfect for fans and
collectors dike.
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Bestsdlling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane
Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on
the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot.

Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is
based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the
character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break
away from the life he was destined to live.

With aforward by Markus Zusak, interviews with Sherman Alexie and Ellen Forney, and four-color interior
art throughout, this edition is perfect for fans and collectors alike.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Sarred Review. Grade 7-10—Exploring Indian identity, both self and tribal, Alexie's first young adult novel
is a semiautobiographical chronicle of Arnold Spirit, aka Junior, a Spokane Indian from Wellpinit, WA. The
bright 14-year-old was born with water on the brain, isregularly the target of bullies, and lovesto draw. He
says, "I think the world is a series of broken dams and floods, and my cartoons are tiny little lifeboats." He
expects disaster when he transfers from the reservation schoal to the rich, white school in Reardan, but soon
finds himself making friends with both geeky and popular students and starting on the basketball team.
Meeting his old classmates on the court, Junior grapples with questions about what constitutes one's
community, identity, and tribe. The daily struggles of reservation life and the tragic deaths of the
protagonist's grandmother, dog, and older sister would be all but unbearable without the humor and
resilience of spirit with which Junior faces the world. The many characters, on and off the rez, with whom he
has dealings are portrayed with compassion and verve, particularly the adults in his extended family.
Forney's simple pencil cartoons fit perfectly within the story and reflect the burgeoning artist within Junior.
Reluctant readers can even skim the pictures and construct their own story based exclusively on Forney's
illustrations. The teen's determination to both improve himself and overcome poverty, despite the handicaps
of birth, circumstances, and race, delivers a positive message in alow-key manner. Alexie'stale of self-
discovery isafirst purchase for al libraries—Chris Shoemaker, New York Public Library

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Arnold Spirit, a goofy-looking dork with a decent jumpshot, spends his time lamenting life on the "poor-ass'
Spokane Indian reservation, drawing cartoons (which accompany, and often provide more insight than, the
narrative), and, along with his aptly named pal Rowdy, laughing those laughs over anything and nothing that
affix best friends so intricately together. When a teacher pleads with Arnold to want more, to escape the
hopel essness of the rez, Arnold switches to a rich white school and immediately becomes as much an outcast
in his own community as heisacuriosity in his new one. He weathers the typical teenage indignations and
triumphs like a champ but soon faces far more trying ordeals as his home life begins to crumble and decay
amidst the suffocating mire of alcoholism on the reservation. Alexie's humor and prose are easygoing and
well suited to his young audience, and he doesn't pull many punches as he levels his eye at stereotypes both
warranted and inapt. A few of the plotlines fade to gray by the end, but this ultimately affirms the incredible
power of best friends to hurt and heal in equal measure. Y ounger teens looking for the strength to lift
themselves out of rough situations would do well to start here. Chipman, lan

Review
"Thisisagem of abook....may be [Sherman Alexie's] best work yet."”New York Times

"A Native American equivaent of Angela's Ashes."?(starred review), Publishers Weekly
"Sure to resonate and lift spirits of all ages for yearsto come."2USA Today
"Realigtic and fantastical and funny and tragic-all at the sasmetime."(starred review), VOYA

"The line between dramatic monologue, verse novel, and standup comedy gets unequivocally-and hilariously
and triumphantly-bent in this novel."(starred review), Horn Book


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

"Nimbly blends sharp with unapologetic emotion....fluid narration deftly mingles raw fedlings with funny,
sardonic insight." 2K irkus Reviews, (starred review)

"Few writers are more masterful than Sherman Alexie."?Los Angeles Times

"Alexie's humor and prose are easygoing and well suited to his young audience." ?Booklist
"Fierce observations and sharp sense of humor...hilarious language." ?Newsday

"Breathtakingly honest, funny, profane, sad....will stay with readers."(starred review), KLIATT

"What emerges most strongly is Junior's uncompromising determination to press on while leaving nothing
important behind."(starred review), BCCB

"[Alexie] has created an endearing teen protagonist in his own likeness and placed him in the here and
now."?Minneapolis Star Tribune

"Deftly taps into the human desire to stand out while fitting in." ?BookPage
"Exceptionally good....Arnold is awonderful character."?Miami Herald

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Farley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. Try to face the
book The Absolutely True Diary of aPart-Time Indian as your good friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah,
itisvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Patricia Thomas:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading areserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particul ar
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.



Margaret Honig:

The book with title The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian has lot of information that you can
learn it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

April Cotton:

Typically the book The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian has alot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after perusing this book.
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