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A sweeping, "magisterial" history of the Roman Empire from one of our
foremost classicists shows why Rome remains "relevant to people many
centuries later" (Atlantic).

In SPQR, an instant classic, Mary Beard narrates the history of Rome "with
passion and without technical jargon" and demonstrates how "a slightly shabby
Iron Age village" rose to become the "undisputed hegemon of the
Mediterranean" (Wall Street Journal). Hailed by critics as animating "the grand
sweep and the intimate details that bring the distant past vividly to life"
(Economist) in a way that makes "your hair stand on end" (Christian Science
Monitor) and spanning nearly a thousand years of history, this "highly
informative, highly readable" (Dallas Morning News) work examines not just
how we think of ancient Rome but challenges the comfortable historical
perspectives that have existed for centuries. With its nuanced attention to class,
democratic struggles, and the lives of entire groups of people omitted from the
historical narrative for centuries, SPQR will to shape our view of Roman history
for decades to come.
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A sweeping, "magisterial" history of the Roman Empire from one of our foremost classicists shows
why Rome remains "relevant to people many centuries later" (Atlantic).

In SPQR, an instant classic, Mary Beard narrates the history of Rome "with passion and without technical
jargon" and demonstrates how "a slightly shabby Iron Age village" rose to become the "undisputed hegemon
of the Mediterranean" (Wall Street Journal). Hailed by critics as animating "the grand sweep and the
intimate details that bring the distant past vividly to life" (Economist) in a way that makes "your hair stand
on end" (Christian Science Monitor) and spanning nearly a thousand years of history, this "highly
informative, highly readable" (Dallas Morning News) work examines not just how we think of ancient Rome
but challenges the comfortable historical perspectives that have existed for centuries. With its nuanced
attention to class, democratic struggles, and the lives of entire groups of people omitted from the historical
narrative for centuries, SPQR will to shape our view of Roman history for decades to come.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Beard tells this story precisely and clearly, with passion and without technical jargon…SPQR is a grim
success story, but one told with wonderful flair.” (Greg Woolf - Wall Street Journal)

“Though she here claims that 50 years of training and study have led up to SPQR, Beard wears her learning
lightly. As she takes us through the brothels, bars, and back alleys where the populus Romanus left their
imprint, one senses, above all, that she is having fun.” (James Romm - New Republic)

“By the time Beard has finished, she has explored not only archaic, republican, and imperial Rome, but the
eastern and western provinces over which it eventually won control…She moves with ease and mastery
though archaeology, numismatics, and philology, as well as a mass of written documents on stone and
papyrus.” (G. W. Bowersock - New York Review of Books)

“In SPQR, her wonderful concise history, Mary Beard unpacks the secrets of the city's success with a crisp
and merciless clarity that I have not seen equaled anywhere else.” (Ferdinand Mount - New York Times
Book Review)

“Beard does precisely what few popularizers dare to try and plenty of dons can’t pull off: She conveys the
thrill of puzzling over texts and events that are bound to be ambiguous, and she complicates received
wisdom in the process. Her magisterial new history of Rome, SPQR…is no exception…. The ancient
Romans, Beard shows, are relevant to people many centuries later who struggle with questions of power,
citizenship, empire, and identity.” (Emily Wilson - The Atlantic)

“A masterful new chronicle…. Beard is a sure-footed guide through arcane material that, in other hands,
would grow tedious. Sifting myth from fact in dealing with the early history of the city, she enlivens?and
deepens?scholarly debates by demonstrating how the Romans themselves shaped their legendary beginnings
to short-term political ends…. Exemplary popular history, engaging but never dumbed down, providing both
the grand sweep and the intimate details that bring the distant past vividly to life.” (The Economist)

About the Author
A professor of classics at Cambridge University, Mary Beard is the author of the best-selling The Fires of
Vesuvius and the National Book Critics Circle Award–nominated Confronting the Classics. A popular
blogger and television personality, Beard gave the Mellon Lectures at the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, DC, and is a regular contributor to the New York Review of Books. She lives in England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terry Pullen:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive



the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome as the daily
resource information.

Alan Malbrough:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their
book. One of them is this SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome.

David Shields:

Often the book SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Roland Collins:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and
reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the
publication SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of this time.
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