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Running with Scissors is the true story of a boy whose mother (a poet with
delusions of Anne Sexton) gave him away to be raised by her unorthodox
psychiatrist who bore a striking resemblance to Santa Claus. So at the age of
twelve, Burroughs found himself amidst Victorian squalor living with the
doctor's bizarre family, and befriending a pedophile who resided in the backyard
shed. The story of an outlaw childhood where rules were unheard of, and the
Christmas tree stayed up all year round, where Valium was consumed like candy,
and if things got dull an electroshock- therapy machine could provide
entertainment. The funny, harrowing and bestselling account of an ordinary boy's
survival under the most extraordinary circumstances.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
There is a passage early in Augusten Burroughs's harrowing and highly entertaining memoir, Running with
Scissors, that speaks volumes about the author. While going to the garbage dump with his father, young
Augusten spots a chipped, glass-top coffee table that he longs to bring home. "I knew I could hide the chip
by fanning a display of magazines on the surface, like in a doctor's office," he writes, "And it certainly
wouldn't be dirty after I polished it with Windex for three hours." There were certainly numerous chips in the
childhood Burroughs describes: an alcoholic father, an unstable mother who gives him up for adoption to her
therapist, and an adolescence spent as part of the therapist's eccentric extended family, gobbling prescription
meds and fooling around with both an old electroshock machine and a pedophile who lives in a shed out
back. But just as he dreamed of doing with that old table, Burroughs employs a vigorous program of
decoration and fervent polishing to a life that many would have simply thrown in a landfill. Despite her
abandonment, he never gives up on his increasingly unbalanced mother. And rather than despair about his
lot, he glamorizes it: planning a "beauty empire" and performing an a capella version of "You Light Up My
Life" at a local mental ward. Burroughs's perspective achieves a crucial balance for a memoir: emotional but
not self-involved, observant but not clinical, funny but not deliberately comic. And it's ultimately a feel-good
story: as he steers through a challenging childhood, there's always a sense that Burroughs's survivor
mentality will guide him through and that the coffee table will be salvaged after all. --John Moe

From Publishers Weekly
"Bookman gave me attention. We would go for long walks and talk about all sorts of things. Like how awful
the nuns were in his Catholic school when he was a kid and how you have to roll your lips over your teeth
when you give a blowjob," writes Burroughs (Sellevision) about his affair, at age 13, with the 33-year-old
son of his mother's psychiatrist. That his mother sent him to live with her shrink (who felt that the affair was
good therapy for Burroughs) shows that this is not just another 1980s coming-of-age story. The son of a poet
with a "wild mental imbalance" and a professor with a "pitch-black dark side," Burroughs is sent to live with
Dr. Finch when his parents separate and his mother comes out as a lesbian. While life in the Finch household
is often overwhelming (the doctor talks about masturbating to photos of Golda Meir while his wife rages
about his adulterous behavior), Burroughs learns "your life [is] your own and no adult should be allowed to
shape it for you." There are wonderful moments of paradoxical humor Burroughs, who accepts his
homosexuality as a teen, rejects the squeaky-clean pop icon Anita Bryant because she was "tacky and
classless" as well as some horrifying moments, as when one of Finch's daughters has a semi-breakdown and
thinks that her cat has come back from the dead. Beautifully written with a finely tuned sense of style and wit
the occasional clich‚ ("Life would be fabric-softener, tuna-salad-on-white, PTA-meeting normal") stands out
anomalously this memoir of a nightmarish youth is both compulsively entertaining and tremendously
provocative.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This memoir by Burroughs is certainly unique; among other adventures, he recounts how his mother's
psychiatrist took her to a motel for therapy, while at home the kids chopped a hole in the roof to make the
kitchen brighter. Not all craziness, though, this account reveals the feelings of sadness and dislocation this
unusual upbringing brought upon Burroughs and his friends. His early family life was characterized by his
parents' break-and-destroy fights, and after his parents separated, his mother practically abandoned
Burroughs in hopes of achieving fame as a poet. At 12, he went to live with the family (and a few patients)
of his mother's psychiatrist. At the doctor's home, children did as they wished: they skipped school, ate



whatever they wanted, engaged in whatever sexual adventures came along, and trashed the house and
everything in it, while the mother watched TV and occasionally dusted. Burroughs has written an
entertaining yet horrifying account that isn't for the squeamish: the scatological content and explicit
homosexual episodes may limit its appeal. Recommended for the adventurous seeking an unsettling
experience among the grotesque. Nancy R. Ives, SUNY at Geneseo
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Pimentel:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Running with Scissors: A Memoir. Try to stumble through book
Running with Scissors: A Memoir as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Shirley Hinkle:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Running with Scissors: A Memoir as the daily resource
information.

Clement Williams:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Running with Scissors: A Memoir, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Tara Cassell:

You may get this Running with Scissors: A Memoir by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or



reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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