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In this book, Michael Nicholson outlines social scientific approaches to
international relations and then describes the problems of rational decision-
making in conflict situations. He shows how rationality is in many strategic
situations hard to define and often leads to paradoxes such as the prisoners
dilemma, and explores rational beliefs about the international system. He
examines theories of arms races, alliances, and the international problems of
ecology. Here he is critical of the classical school of international relations for a
lack of rigor in dealing with the problems of evidence and belief. Finally,
Michael Nicholson discusses the philosophy of science, policy, and ethics. This
book is both an exposition and a defense of a social scientific approach to
international relations. With its emphasis on social scientific approaches, theory
building and testing--and above all its clarity and accessibility--it provides
students with a key to understanding the complex field of conflict analysis.
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many strategic situations hard to define and often leads to paradoxes such as the prisoners dilemma, and
explores rational beliefs about the international system. He examines theories of arms races, alliances, and
the international problems of ecology. Here he is critical of the classical school of international relations for
a lack of rigor in dealing with the problems of evidence and belief. Finally, Michael Nicholson discusses the
philosophy of science, policy, and ethics. This book is both an exposition and a defense of a social scientific
approach to international relations. With its emphasis on social scientific approaches, theory building and
testing--and above all its clarity and accessibility--it provides students with a key to understanding the
complex field of conflict analysis.
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Editorial Review

Review
'The work explores, from a philosophical basis, the various aspects of rationality, as well as its inherent
dilemmas, as applied to the study of the arms race as well as to that of alliances, in most cases ending up
with persuasively common sense-like suggestions ... the work is not overburdened with mathematical
formulae, but for the most part written in a fluent style, appealing to the layman as well as the specialist.'
Nod and Conversion

From the Back Cover
After outlining social scientific approaches to international relations, the author describes the problems of
rational decision making in conflict situations. He shows how rationality is in many strategic situations hard
to define and often leads to paradoxes such as the prisoners' dilemma. Psychological stress can further result
in the distortion of decision processes in time of crisis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Griffith:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Rationality and the Analysis of
International Conflict (Cambridge Studies in International Relations). All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ariane Swanson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Rationality and the Analysis
of International Conflict (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gary Jensen:

The reserve untitled Rationality and the Analysis of International Conflict (Cambridge Studies in
International Relations) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-
book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the



book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Rationality and the Analysis of International Conflict (Cambridge Studies in
International Relations) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Wilda Baeza:

The e-book with title Rationality and the Analysis of International Conflict (Cambridge Studies in
International Relations) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read
this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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