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Upon its original publication, Plagues and Peoples was an immediate critical and
popular success, offering aradically new interpretation of world history as seen
through the extraordinary impact--political, demographic, ecological, and

psychol ogical--of disease on cultures. From the conquest of Mexico by smallpox
as much as by the Spanish, to the bubonic plague in China, to the typhoid
epidemic in Europe, the history of disease isthe history of humankind. With the
identification of AIDSin the early 1980s, another chapter has been added to this
chronicle of events, which William McNeill exploresin his new introduction to
this updated editon.

Thought-provoking, well-researched, and compulsively readable, Plagues and
Peoplesisthat rare book that is as fascinating asit is scholarly, asintriguing as it
isenlightening. "A brilliantly conceptualized and challenging achievement"
(Kirkus Reviews), it is essential reading, offering a new perspective on human
history.
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Upon its original publication, Plagues and Peoples was an immediate critical and popular success, offering a
radically new interpretation of world history as seen through the extraordinary impact--political,
demographic, ecological, and psychological--of disease on cultures. From the conguest of Mexico by
smallpox as much as by the Spanish, to the bubonic plague in China, to the typhoid epidemic in Europe, the
history of disease is the history of humankind. With the identification of AIDS in the early 1980s, another
chapter has been added to this chronicle of events, which William McNeill exploresin his new introduction
to this updated editon.

Thought-provoking, well-researched, and compulsively readable, Plagues and Peoplesis that rare book that
isasfascinating asit is scholarly, asintriguing asit isenlightening. "A brilliantly conceptualized and
challenging achievement" (Kirkus Reviews), it is essential reading, offering a new perspective on human
history.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

No small themes for historian William McNeill: heisawriter of big, sweeping books, from The Rise of the
West to The History of the World. Plagues and Peoples considers the influence of infectious diseases on
the course of history, and McNeill pays specia attention to the Black Death of the 13th and 14th centuries,
which killed millions across Europe and Asia. (At one point, writes McNeill, 10,000 peoplein
Constantinopl e alone were dying each day from the plague.) With the new crop of plagues and epidemicsin
our own time, McNeill's quiet assertion that "in any effort to understand what lies ahead the role of infectious
disease cannot properly be left out of consideration” takes on new significance.

From the Publisher

McNeill's highly acclaimed work is abrilliant and challenging account of the effects of disease on human
history. His sophisticated analysis and detailed grasp of the subject make this book fascinating reading. By
the author of The Rise Of The West.

From the Inside Flap

Upon its original publication, "Plagues and Peoples was an immediate critical and popular success, offering a
radically new interpretation of world history as seen through the extraordinary impact--political,
demographic, ecological, and psychol ogical--of disease on cultures. From the conquest of Mexico by
smallpox as much as by the Spanish, to the bubonic plague in China, to the typhoid epidemic in Europe, the
history of disease isthe history of humankind. With the identification of AIDS in the early 1980s, another
chapter has been added to this chronicle of events, which William McNeill exploresin his new introduction
to this updated editon.

Thought-provoking, well-researched, and compulsively readable, "Plagues and Peoples is that rare book that
isasfascinating asit is scholarly, asintriguing asit isenlightening. "A brilliantly conceptualized and
challenging achievement" (Kirkus Reviews), it is essential reading, offering a new perspective on human
history.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Calvin Fischer:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take awander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
Plagues and Peoples? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Noel Stevens;

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Plagues and Peoples book is readabl e through you who hate those



perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Plagues and
Peoples content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different available asit. So, do you continue to thinking Plagues and
Peoplesis not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Linda Christopher:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authorsin this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they aso doing some research before they write to their book. One of them isthis
Plagues and Peoples.

Joann Huertas:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by internet on social media.

Y ou can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching
fromit. It isidentified as of book Plagues and Peoples. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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