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Using authentic data to make math meaningful to students, Jay Lehmann’s
algebra series uses a curve-fitting approach to model compelling, real-world
situations, while answering the perennial question “But what is this good for?”’
Beginning with interesting data sets, students are asked to find models and derive
equations to fit a scenario, helping them to understand functions graphically,
numerically, and symbolically. Updated exercises, labs, and graphs deepen
students’ understanding of core concepts and keeps them motivated to learn.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

For more than twenty years, Jay L ehmann has taught at College of San Mateo, where he has received the
Shiny Apple Award for excellence in teaching. He has worked on a NSF-funded grant to study classroom
assessment and has performed research on collaborative directed-discovery learning. Jay has served asthe
newsletter editor for CMC3 (California Mathematics Council, Community College) for twelve years. He has
presented at more than seventy-five conferences, including AMATYC, ICTCM, and T3, where he has
discussed curve fitting and sung his "Number Guy" song.

Jay playsin arock band called The Procrastinistas, who play at various clubsin the San Francisco Bay Area,
where Jay, hiswife Keri, and son Dylan reside. He plays a number of instruments including bass, guitar,
piano, violin, and baritone. In addition to his elementary, intermediate, and combined algebra textbooks, Jay
is currently writing a heist novel for high school students, which he hopes will be published before Dylan
outgrows it. Dylan, a devoted drummer and artist, drafted many of the cartoons that are included in Jay's
textbooks.

In the words of the author:

Before writing my algebra series, it was painfully apparent that my students couldn't relate to the
applications in the course. | was plagued with the question, "What is this good for?' To try to bridge that
gap, | wrote some labs, which facilitated my students in collecting data, finding models via curve fitting, and
using the models to make estimates and predictions. My students really loved working with the current,
compelling, and authentic data and experiencing how mathematics truly is useful.

My students' response was so strong that | decided to write an algebra series. Little did | know that to
realize this goal, | would need to embark on a 15-year challenging journey, but the rewards of hearing such
excitement from students and faculty across the country has made it all worthwhile! I'm proud to have played
even asmall role in raising peoples respect and enthusiasm for mathematics.

have tried to honor my inspiration: by working with authentic data, students can experience the
power of mathematics. A random-sample study at my college suggeststhat | am achieving this goal. The
study concludes that students who used my series were more likely to feel that mathematics would be useful
in their lives (P-value 0.0061) as well astheir careers (P-value 0.024).

The seriesis excellent preparation for subsequent courses; in particular, because of the curve fitting
and emphasis on interpreting the contextual meaning of parameters, it isan ideal primer for statistics. In
addition to curve fitting, my approach includes other types of meaningful modeling, directed-discovery
explorations, conceptual questions, and of course, alarge bank of skill problems. The curve-fitting
applications serve as a portal for students to see the usefulness of mathematics so that they become fully
engaged in the class. Once involved, they are more receptive to all aspects of the course.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Josephine Lowe:

This Intermediate Algebra: Functions & Authentic Applications Plus NEW MyMathLab w/ Pearson eText--



Access Card Package (5th Edition) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Intermediate Algebra: Functions & Authentic
Applications Plus NEW MyMathLab w/ Pearson eText-- Access Card Package (5th Edition) can be the light
food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there
isnot any in reading a publication especialy this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anindividual. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Richard Broderick:

On this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. On the list of booksin
thetop list in your reading list is usually Intermediate Algebra: Functions & Authentic Applications Plus
NEW MyMathL ab w/ Pearson eText-- Access Card Package (5th Edition). This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review
this publication you can get many advantages.

lleneBixler:

Guideis one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From
the book Intermediate Algebra: Functions & Authentic Applications Plus NEW MyMathL ab w/ Pearson
eText-- Access Card Package (5th Edition) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To
become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Intermediate Algebra: Functions & Authentic
Applications Plus NEW MyMathLab w/ Pearson eText-- Access Card Package (5th Edition). Y ou can more
attractive than now.

TravisMahon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Intermediate Algebra: Functions & Authentic Applications Plus NEW MyMathL ab w/ Pearson eText--
Access Card Package (5th Edition) when you necessary it?
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