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Martin Heidegger is perhaps the twentieth century's greatest philosopher, and his
work stimulated much that is original and compelling in modern thought. A
seductive classroom presence, he attracted Germany's brightest young intellects
during the 1920s. Many were Jews, who ultimately would have to reconcile their
philosophical and, often, personal commitments to Heidegger with his nefarious
political views.

In 1933, Heidegger cast hislot with National Socialism. He squelched the careers
of Jewish students and denounced fellow professors whom he considered
insufficiently radical. For years, he signed |etters and opened lectures with "Heil
Hitler!" He paid duesto the Nazi party until the bitter end. Equally problematic
for his former students were his sordid efforts to make existential thought
serviceable to Nazi ends and his failure to ever renounce these actions.

This book explores how four of Heidegger's most influential Jewish students
came to grips with his Nazi association and how it affected their thinking.
Hannah Arendt, who was Heidegger's lover as well as his student, went on to
become one of the century's greatest political thinkers. Karl Lowith returned to
Germany in 1953 and quickly became one of its leading philosophers. Hans
Jonas grew famous as Germany's premier philosopher of environmentalism.
Herbert Marcuse gained celebrity as a Frankfurt School intellectual and mentor
to the New Left.

Why did these brilliant minds fail to see what was in Heidegger's heart and
Germany's future? How would they, after the war, reappraise Germany's
intellectual traditions? Could they salvage aspects of Heidegger's thought?
Would their philosophy reflect or completely reject their early studies? Could
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these Heideggerians forgive, or even try to understand, the betrayal of the man
they so admired? Heidegger's Children locates these paradoxes in the wider cruel
irony that European Jews experienced their greatest calamity immediately
following their fullest assimilation. And it findsin their responses answers to
guestions about the nature of existential disillusionment and the juncture between
politics and ideas.
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Martin Heidegger is perhaps the twentieth century's greatest philosopher, and his work stimulated much that
isorigina and compelling in modern thought. A seductive classroom presence, he attracted Germany's
brightest young intellects during the 1920s. Many were Jews, who ultimately would have to reconcile their
philosophical and, often, personal commitmentsto Heidegger with his nefarious political views.

In 1933, Heidegger cast his lot with National Socialism. He squelched the careers of Jewish students and
denounced fellow professors whom he considered insufficiently radical. For years, he signed letters and
opened lectures with "Heil Hitler!" He paid dues to the Nazi party until the bitter end. Equally problematic
for hisformer students were his sordid efforts to make existential thought serviceable to Nazi ends and his
failure to ever renounce these actions.

This book explores how four of Heidegger's most influential Jewish students came to grips with his Nazi
association and how it affected their thinking. Hannah Arendt, who was Heidegger's lover aswell as his
student, went on to become one of the century's greatest political thinkers. Karl Lowith returned to Germany
in 1953 and quickly became one of its leading philosophers. Hans Jonas grew famous as Germany's premier
philosopher of environmentalism. Herbert Marcuse gained celebrity as a Frankfurt School intellectua and
mentor to the New Left.

Why did these brilliant minds fail to see what was in Heidegger's heart and Germany's future? How would
they, after the war, reappraise Germany's intellectual traditions? Could they salvage aspects of Heidegger's
thought? Would their philosophy reflect or completely reject their early studies? Could these Heideggerians
forgive, or even try to understand, the betrayal of the man they so admired? Heidegger's Children locates
these paradoxesin the wider cruel irony that European Jews experienced their greatest calamity immediately
following their fullest assimilation. And it finds in their responses answers to questions about the nature of
existential disillusionment and the juncture between politics and ideas.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A provocative and erudite study of the affinities between Nazi sympathizer Martin Heidegger and his
Jewish philosophy students. . . . [Woalin] provide[s] insightful portraits of the intellectual evolution of some
of the last century's most ambitious political and social thinkers. . . . His case against Heidegger's children . .
. sets a clear standard for those who wish to adopt an informed but cautious stance toward Heidegger's
immense influence."--James Ryerson, New York Times Book Review

"Anyone tempted to introduce Heidegger into the conversation should read this fascinating study."--L esley
Chamberlain, The I ndependent

"Thisisamost thought-provoking and illuminating look at Heidegger'slegacy. . . . Wolin's thesis grasps the
profound and pervasive connection between Heidegger's thinking and the Holocaust itself. Wolin's reading
of Hans Jonas's later work is highly original and path-breaking, asis his remarkable reconstruction of the
significance of Lowith'swork."--Choice

"Heidegger's Children presents an articulate and convincing account of the moral and political weaknesses
of Heidegger's philosophy as well as highly informative studies of hisinfluence on four of the twentieth
century's most important philosophers.”--Brian J. Fox, Review of Metaphysics

"The Heidegger Myth, amonolith carefully sculpted by Heidegger and his devotees, continuesto fracture.
The Myth: Heidegger's Nazism was a brief, anomalous, flirtatious lapse with no intrinsic connection to his
philosophy. . . . Wolin's book contributes to understanding Heidegger's influence on his students but even
more to our appreciation of the fissures in the Heidegger Myth."--John P. Burke, Philosophy in Review

"An articulate and convincing account of the moral and political weaknesses of Heidegger's philosophy as
well as highly informative studies of hisinfluence on four of the twentieth century's most important
philosophers."--Brian J. Fox, Review of Metaphysics

Review

Not the least of Martin Heidegger's contributions to twentieth-century thought was his ability to inspire
gifted disciples who read him against the grain, producing political theories very different from the ideology
endorsed by the master, to his eternal disgrace, in 1933. Looking closely at four of the most talented of their
number, Richard Wolin, with the provocative directness his readers have come to expect, argues that
troubling residues remain not far beneath the surface of their influential work. Heidegger's Childrenisa
book that many will seek to refute, but none can ignore. (Martin Jay, University of California, Berkeley )

From the Inside Flap

"Not the least of Martin Heidegger's contributions to twentieth-century thought was his ability to inspire
gifted disciples who read him against the grain, producing political theories very different from the ideology
endorsed by the master, to his eternal disgrace, in 1933. Looking closely at four of the most talented of their
number, Richard Wolin, with the provocative directness his readers have come to expect, argues that
troubling residues remain not far beneath the surface of their influential work. Heidegger's Childrenisa
book that many will seek to refute, but none can ignore.”--Martin Jay, University of California, Berkeley



"Thisis an exceedingly important book that goes right to the core of debates about modernity and the human
condition. It is both timely and enduringly important. It is also engrossing--provocative in some places,
deeply insightful in others. More than asignificant contribution to the field, it constitutes anew field in its
own right. Wolin has defined a philosophical Pandora's box, and his interpretation is going to initiate some
agonized soul-searching."--Michael Ermarth, Dartmouth College

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kurt Gomez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
whileisreading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Heidegger's Children:
Hannah Arendt, Karl Lowith, Hans Jonas, and Herbert Marcuse. book as beginning and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Juan M oses:

Here thing why this Heidegger's Children: Hannah Arendt, Karl Lowith, Hans Jonas, and Herbert Marcuse.
are different and trusted to be yours. First of al examining abook is good but it really depends in the content
from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Heidegger's Children: Hannah Arendt, Karl
Lowith, Hans Jonas, and Herbert Marcuse. giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no book that similar with Heidegger's Children: Hannah Arendt, Karl Lowith,
Hans Jonas, and Herbert Marcuse.. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficultiesin
bringing the published book maybe the form of Heidegger's Children: Hannah Arendt, Karl Lowith, Hans
Jonas, and Herbert Marcuse. in e-book can be your alternate.

Cary Freeman:

This Heidegger's Children: Hannah Arendt, Karl Lowith, Hans Jonas, and Herbert Marcuse. is grest
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who also aways deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange
word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
wholefactsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Heidegger's Children: Hannah Arendt, Karl Lowith, Hans
Jonas, and Herbert Marcuse. in your hand like finding the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do
that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?



Joseph Myrick:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Heidegger's Children: Hannah
Arendt, Karl Lowith, Hans Jonas, and Herbert Marcuse. is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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