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Drawing from the ideas of Michel Foucault, this book offers a critical
examination of today’s dominant discourse of educational leadership. Foucault’s
understanding of critique is as a ‘permanent’ ethos in which humans explore the
nature of their existence but at the same time query the limits imposed upon
them, and probe opportunities for increasing freedom. This book outlines the key
concepts in the work of Foucault, and demonstrates how his concepts of
discourse, power/knowledge, and governmentality offer an understanding of how
ideas of educational leadership and management have emerged, how they serve
to establish a discipline, and how they construct individuals – pupils, teachers,
and head teachers - in particular ideological ways.

The discourse of educational leadership and management not only represents a
specific means of ‘governing’ education but also calls for the development of
approved management and leadership skills and behaviours. The related focus on
cultivating, valuing, and rewarding effective leaders is eminently suited to
Foucauldian critique, which not only questions the basis for its assumptions and
norms, but also examines the way in which the subjects of ELMA - today’s
educational professionals - are both constructed by the discourse and are called
upon to shape themselves accordingly.

Included in the book:

- educational leadership as discourse
- educational leadership as discipline
- power and educational leadership
- governmentality and educational leadership.

By both applying theory and examining empirical exemplars, this volume offers
a challenge to dominant leadership discourse and suggests alternative
understandings of the field and approaches to practice. The book will be of value
to researchers and postgraduate students with an interest in educational
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leadership, management and administration, as well as to practitioners in the
school system.
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Drawing from the ideas of Michel Foucault, this book offers a critical examination of today’s dominant
discourse of educational leadership. Foucault’s understanding of critique is as a ‘permanent’ ethos in which
humans explore the nature of their existence but at the same time query the limits imposed upon them, and
probe opportunities for increasing freedom. This book outlines the key concepts in the work of Foucault, and
demonstrates how his concepts of discourse, power/knowledge, and governmentality offer an understanding
of how ideas of educational leadership and management have emerged, how they serve to establish a
discipline, and how they construct individuals – pupils, teachers, and head teachers - in particular ideological
ways.

The discourse of educational leadership and management not only represents a specific means of ‘governing’
education but also calls for the development of approved management and leadership skills and behaviours.
The related focus on cultivating, valuing, and rewarding effective leaders is eminently suited to Foucauldian
critique, which not only questions the basis for its assumptions and norms, but also examines the way in
which the subjects of ELMA - today’s educational professionals - are both constructed by the discourse and
are called upon to shape themselves accordingly.

Included in the book:

- educational leadership as discourse
- educational leadership as discipline
- power and educational leadership
- governmentality and educational leadership.

By both applying theory and examining empirical exemplars, this volume offers a challenge to dominant
leadership discourse and suggests alternative understandings of the field and approaches to practice. The
book will be of value to researchers and postgraduate students with an interest in educational leadership,
management and administration, as well as to practitioners in the school system.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Donald Gillies is Professor of Education Policy at York St John University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Herold:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Educational Leadership and Michel Foucault (Critical Studies in Educational Leadership, Management and
Administration)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Michael Auten:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Educational Leadership and Michel
Foucault (Critical Studies in Educational Leadership, Management and Administration) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Jake Harris:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Educational Leadership and Michel Foucault (Critical Studies in Educational
Leadership, Management and Administration) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Educational Leadership and Michel
Foucault (Critical Studies in Educational Leadership, Management and Administration) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Educational Leadership and Michel
Foucault (Critical Studies in Educational Leadership, Management and Administration) is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?



Denita Lumley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Educational Leadership and Michel Foucault
(Critical Studies in Educational Leadership, Management and Administration).
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