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A vibrant introduction to a quintessential American art form, Country Music: A
Cultural and Stylistic History is the first undergraduate textbook that focuses
solely on country music.

Written by an experienced teacher and renowned scholar of the genre, it offers a
coherent narrative that explains country music, its origins, its development, and
its meaning from the first commercial recordings of the 1920s up to the present.
It highlights significant performers, songs, and institutions in country music. It
also considers key social, political, and musical issues that span many decades of
evolution within the genre.

Each part of Country Music opens with an introduction that provides a broad
sense of the trends, context, and significant elements of country music during a
specific period. Each chapter offers three essential features within the narrative:

* Artist Profiles provide a close look at important figures in the history of
country music, from country stars to songwriters to industry personnel
* Listening Guides connect specific recordings to the ideas presented in each
chapter; end-of-chapter playlists offer suggestions for further listening
* Boxed essays offer in-depth explorations of topics in seven categories: history,
musical style, the music business, culture, technology, songwriting, and issues of
identity

Country Music concludes with three helpful appendices on song form, country
music instruments, and finding the recordings.

A companion website at www.oup.com/us/neal offers chapter summaries,
questions for review, and web links.

Offering a thorough overview of a core part of American culture, this compelling
and accessible book is ideal as the main text for Country Music courses and as a
supplement for courses in American Music and American Popular Music.
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A vibrant introduction to a quintessential American art form, Country Music: A Cultural and Stylistic
History is the first undergraduate textbook that focuses solely on country music.

Written by an experienced teacher and renowned scholar of the genre, it offers a coherent narrative that
explains country music, its origins, its development, and its meaning from the first commercial recordings of
the 1920s up to the present. It highlights significant performers, songs, and institutions in country music. It
also considers key social, political, and musical issues that span many decades of evolution within the genre.

Each part of Country Music opens with an introduction that provides a broad sense of the trends, context, and
significant elements of country music during a specific period. Each chapter offers three essential features
within the narrative:

* Artist Profiles provide a close look at important figures in the history of country music, from country stars
to songwriters to industry personnel
* Listening Guides connect specific recordings to the ideas presented in each chapter; end-of-chapter
playlists offer suggestions for further listening
* Boxed essays offer in-depth explorations of topics in seven categories: history, musical style, the music
business, culture, technology, songwriting, and issues of identity

Country Music concludes with three helpful appendices on song form, country music instruments, and
finding the recordings.

A companion website at www.oup.com/us/neal offers chapter summaries, questions for review, and web
links.

Offering a thorough overview of a core part of American culture, this compelling and accessible book is
ideal as the main text for Country Music courses and as a supplement for courses in American Music and
American Popular Music.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Engaging and well written."--James Harvey, Alvin Community College

"Beautifully written, organized, conceptually defined, and fleshed out with clear detail. This text will be
appealing to students and instructors and will 'wear well' over time."--James E. Akenson, Tennessee
Technological University

"Well suited for college-level courses. It covers the 'big splashes' of the genre and fills a need for textbooks
on the subject. The appendices are golden--especially the appendix with recorded examples."--Keith Cozart,
Indiana University East

About the Author

Jocelyn R. Neal is Associate Professor of Music and Adjunct Associate Professor of American Studies at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is the author of The Songs of Jimmie Rodgers (2009), which
won the ASCAP Deems Taylor Award. She is the past chair of the Popular Music Group within the Society
for Music Theory, and is coeditor of Southern Cultures. In 2012, she was named Director of the Center for
the Study of the American South.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Stephens:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Country Music: A Cultural and
Stylistic History to read.

Sheldon McLean:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Country Music: A Cultural and Stylistic



History can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Frances Pierce:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Country Music: A Cultural and Stylistic
History can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Country Music: A Cultural and
Stylistic History.

Kimberly Plummer:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Country Music: A Cultural and Stylistic History can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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