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In modern Britain, the working class has become an object of fear and ridicule.
From Little Britain’s Vicky Pollard to the demonization of Jade Goody, media
and politicians alike dismiss as feckless, criminalized and ignorant a vast,
underprivileged swathe of society whose members have become stereotyped by
one, hate-filled word: chavs.

In this groundbreaking investigation, Owen Jones explores how the working
class has gone from “salt of the earth” to “scum of the earth.” Exposing the
ignorance and prejudice at the heart of the chav caricature, one based on the
media’s inexhaustible obsession with an indigent white underclass, he portrays a
far more complex reality. Moving through Westminster’s lobbies and working-
class communities from Dagenham to Dewsbury Moor, Jones reveals the
increasing poverty and desperation of communities made precarious by
wrenching social and industrial change, and all but abandoned by the
aspirational, society-fragmenting policies of Thatcherism and New Labour. The
chav stereotype, he argues, is used by governments as a convenient figleaf to
avoid genuine engagement with social and economic problems, and to justify
widening inequality.

Based on a wealth of original research, and wide-ranging interviews with media
figures, political opinion-formers and workers, Chavs is a damning indictment of
the media and political establishment, and an illuminating, disturbing portrait of
inequality and class hatred in modern Britain.
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In modern Britain, the working class has become an object of fear and ridicule. From Little Britain’s Vicky
Pollard to the demonization of Jade Goody, media and politicians alike dismiss as feckless, criminalized and
ignorant a vast, underprivileged swathe of society whose members have become stereotyped by one, hate-
filled word: chavs.

In this groundbreaking investigation, Owen Jones explores how the working class has gone from “salt of the
earth” to “scum of the earth.” Exposing the ignorance and prejudice at the heart of the chav caricature, one
based on the media’s inexhaustible obsession with an indigent white underclass, he portrays a far more
complex reality. Moving through Westminster’s lobbies and working-class communities from Dagenham to
Dewsbury Moor, Jones reveals the increasing poverty and desperation of communities made precarious by
wrenching social and industrial change, and all but abandoned by the aspirational, society-fragmenting
policies of Thatcherism and New Labour. The chav stereotype, he argues, is used by governments as a
convenient figleaf to avoid genuine engagement with social and economic problems, and to justify widening
inequality.

Based on a wealth of original research, and wide-ranging interviews with media figures, political opinion-
formers and workers, Chavs is a damning indictment of the media and political establishment, and an
illuminating, disturbing portrait of inequality and class hatred in modern Britain.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A passionate and well-documented denunciation of the upper-class contempt for the proles that has recently
become so visible in the British class system.”—Eric Hobsbawm, Guardian

“A work of passion, sympathy and moral grace.”—Dwight Garner, New York Times

“A bold attempt to rewind political orthodoxies; to reintroduce class as a political variable ... It moves in and
out of postwar British history with great agility, weaving together complex questions of class, culture and
identity with a lightness of touch. Jones torches the political class to great effect.”—Jon Cruddas, Book of the
Week, Independent

“It is a timely book. The white working class seems to be the one group in society that it is still acceptable to
sneer at, ridicule, even incite hatred against ... Forensically ... Jones seeks to explain how, thanks to politics,
the working class has shifted from being regarded as ‘the salt of the earth to the scum of the earth.’”—Carol
Midgley, Book of the Week, Times

“Superb and angry.”—Polly Toynbee, Guardian

“Seen in the light of the riots and the worldwide Occupy protests, his lucid analysis of a divided society
appears uncannily prescient.”—Matthew Higgs, Artforum

“As with all the best polemics, a luminous anger backlights his prose.”—Economist

“Chavs is persuasively argued, and packed full of good reporting and useful information ... [Jones] makes an
important contribution to a revivified debate about class.”—Lynsey Hanley, Guardian

“A lively, well-reasoned and informative counterblast to the notion that Britain is now more or less a
classless society.”—Sean O'Hagan, Observer

“A trenchant exposure of our new class hatred and what lies behind it.”—John Carey, author of The
Intellectuals and the Masses

“The stereotyping and hatred of the working class in Britain, documented so clearly by Owen Jones in this
important book, should cause all to flinch. Reflecting our high levels of inequality, the stigmatization of the
working class is a serious barrier to social justice and progressive change.”—Kate Pickett and Richard
Wilkinson, authors of The Spirit Level

“Eloquent and impassioned.”—Andrew Neather, Evening Standard

“Jones’s analysis of the condition of the working class is very astute ... A book like this is very much needed
for the American scene, where the illusion is similarly perpetuated by the Democrats that the middle-class is
all that matters, that everyone can aspire to join the middle-class or is already part of it .”—Anis Shivani,
Huffington Post

“Everybody knows what a chav is, it seems, but no one is a chav. But then it’s a word unlike any other in



current usage ... A new book, Chavs: The Demonisation of the Working Class, by first-time author Owen
Jones ... has thrown the word into the spotlight all over again.”—Carole Cadwalladr, Observer

“A blinding read.”—Suzanne Moore, Guardian

“[A] thought-provoking examination of a relatively new yet widespread derogatory characterization of the
working class in Britain ... edifying and disquieting in equal measure.”—Publishers Weekly

“A fiery reminder of how the system has failed the poor.”—Peter Hoskin, Daily Beast

“Mr. Jones’s book is a cleareyed examination of the British class system, and it poses this brutal question:
‘How has hatred of working-class people become so socially acceptable?’ His timely answers combine wit,
left-wing politics and outrage.”—Dwight Garner, New York Times

About the Author
Owen Jones is a writer, commentator and activist. He writes frequently for the Guardian, Independent and
New Statesman, and has worked in Parliament as a trade union lobbyist and parliamentary researcher,
helping Labour plan backbench rebellions on issues ranging from civil liberties to workers’ rights. He lives
in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carrie Wakefield:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Chavs: The Demonization of the Working Class.

Jose Bell:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Chavs: The Demonization of the Working Class as
your daily resource information.

Karen Chan:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may



doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Chavs: The Demonization of the Working Class why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Ralph Rodriguez:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Chavs: The Demonization of the Working Class will give you new experience in looking at a
book.
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