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Beauty and the Beast begins with the question: Is beauty destined to end in
tragedy? Drawing on extensive fieldwork in Colombia, Michael Taussig
scrutinizes the anxious, audacious, and sometimes destructive attempts people
make to transform their bodies through cosmetic surgery and liposuction. He
balances an examination of surgeries meant to enhance an individual’s beauty
with an often overlooked counterpart, surgeries performed—often on high profile
criminals—to disguise one’s identity. Situating this globally shared phenomenon
within the economic, cultural, and political history of Colombia, Taussig links
the country’s long civil war and its bodily mutilation and torture to the beauty
industry at large, sketching Colombia as a country whose high aesthetic stakes
make it a stage where some of the most important and problematic ideas about
the body are played out.

Central to Taussig’s examination is George Bataille’s notion of depense, or
“wasting.” While depense is often used as a critique, Taussig also looks at the
exuberance such squandering creates and its position as a driving economic
force. Depense, he argues, is precisely what these procedures are all about, and
the beast on the other side of beauty should not be dismissed as simple
recompense. At once theoretical and colloquial, public and intimate, Beauty and
the Beast is a true-to-place ethnography—written in Taussig’s trademark
voice—that tells a thickly layered but always accessible story about the lengths to
which people will go to be physically remade.
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Beauty and the Beast begins with the question: Is beauty destined to end in tragedy? Drawing on extensive
fieldwork in Colombia, Michael Taussig scrutinizes the anxious, audacious, and sometimes destructive
attempts people make to transform their bodies through cosmetic surgery and liposuction. He balances an
examination of surgeries meant to enhance an individual’s beauty with an often overlooked counterpart,
surgeries performed—often on high profile criminals—to disguise one’s identity. Situating this globally
shared phenomenon within the economic, cultural, and political history of Colombia, Taussig links the
country’s long civil war and its bodily mutilation and torture to the beauty industry at large, sketching
Colombia as a country whose high aesthetic stakes make it a stage where some of the most important and
problematic ideas about the body are played out.

Central to Taussig’s examination is George Bataille’s notion of depense, or “wasting.” While depense is
often used as a critique, Taussig also looks at the exuberance such squandering creates and its position as a
driving economic force. Depense, he argues, is precisely what these procedures are all about, and the beast
on the other side of beauty should not be dismissed as simple recompense. At once theoretical and colloquial,
public and intimate, Beauty and the Beast is a true-to-place ethnography—written in Taussig’s trademark
voice—that tells a thickly layered but always accessible story about the lengths to which people will go to be
physically remade.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

This Beauty and the Beast is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read
the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Beauty and the Beast in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Craig Baker:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Beauty and the Beast can give you a lot of friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Beauty and the Beast.

Billy Benitez:

You can find this Beauty and the Beast by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not
only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Clifford Harris:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is identified as of book Beauty and the Beast. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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