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Some of the freshest, most vital, and diverse new literature written in the
twentieth century has emerged from the Caribbean. And central to Caribbean
literature is the short story, with its ties with the oral tradition. Now, The Oxford
Book of Caribbean Short Stories, edited by Stewart Brown and John Wickham,
brings together fifty-two stories in a major anthology representing over a
century's worth of pan-Caribbean short fiction. This breathtaking collection is
unique--and indispensable--in its inclusion of authors from the English, French,
Spanish, and Dutch-speaking Caribbean.

The distinctly Anglophone viewpoint of such prominent authors as, Jean Rhys,
Sam Sevlon, V.S. Naipual, and E.A. Markham is richly contrasted by
contributions from French, Spanish, and Dutch writers like Alejo Carpentier,
René Depestre, and Thea Doelwijt, while the new generation--represented by
such writers as Edwidge Danticat and Patrick Chamoiseau--points the way
forward for Caribbean writing into the twenty-first century. With his stimulating
introduction, Brown provides an up-to-date overview of Caribbean writing.
Exploring the literature's themes of history, race, social justice, identity, and
migration, he traces its evolution from the gritty naturalism of the Anglophone
tradition to the magical realism of the French and Spanish traditions to a body of
contemporary pan-Caribbean literature that cannot be contained in any
convenient linguistic, geographical, or thematic definition.

Charting the shifting ideologies and styles of this century--from the flamboyant
wit of Samuel Selvon to the deceptive simplicity of Jamaica Kincaid--The Oxford
Book of Caribbean Short Stories delivers a wealth of satisfactions in a single
volume with unprecedented range.
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Some of the freshest, most vital, and diverse new literature written in the twentieth century has emerged from
the Caribbean. And central to Caribbean literature is the short story, with its ties with the oral tradition. Now,
The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories, edited by Stewart Brown and John Wickham, brings together
fifty-two stories in a major anthology representing over a century's worth of pan-Caribbean short fiction.
This breathtaking collection is unique--and indispensable--in its inclusion of authors from the English,
French, Spanish, and Dutch-speaking Caribbean.

The distinctly Anglophone viewpoint of such prominent authors as, Jean Rhys, Sam Sevlon, V.S. Naipual,
and E.A. Markham is richly contrasted by contributions from French, Spanish, and Dutch writers like Alejo
Carpentier, René Depestre, and Thea Doelwijt, while the new generation--represented by such writers as
Edwidge Danticat and Patrick Chamoiseau--points the way forward for Caribbean writing into the twenty-
first century. With his stimulating introduction, Brown provides an up-to-date overview of Caribbean
writing. Exploring the literature's themes of history, race, social justice, identity, and migration, he traces its
evolution from the gritty naturalism of the Anglophone tradition to the magical realism of the French and
Spanish traditions to a body of contemporary pan-Caribbean literature that cannot be contained in any
convenient linguistic, geographical, or thematic definition.

Charting the shifting ideologies and styles of this century--from the flamboyant wit of Samuel Selvon to the
deceptive simplicity of Jamaica Kincaid--The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories delivers a wealth of
satisfactions in a single volume with unprecedented range.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This comprehensive collection by 51 20th-century Caribbean writers is as rich and diverse as the cultures
and authors who created them. From Cuba and Haiti to Colombia and Guyana, these stories combine a
unique sense of place with universal themes. World-renowned authors like Gabriel Garcia Marquez and V.
S. Naipaul are included alongside prominent Caribbean authors Patrick Chamoiseau and Juan Bosch and
relative newcomers Edwidge Danticat and Alicia McKenzie. While the majority of pieces portray the area's
ties to England and the United States, translations from Spanish, French, and Dutch illustrate that there is not
one Caribbean culture or literature, but many. While the stories stand well on their own, the editors'
organization, introduction, and bibliography provide valuable historical and literary background. Lyrical and
well crafted, these stories are a feast for the ear as well as the mind. Highly recommended for all
collections.?Ellen Flexman, Indianapolis-Marion Cty. P.L.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Caribbean authors come from a multicultural tradition, and this wide-ranging anthology collects 52 stories
representing more than a century's worth of 'pan-american' short fiction. Although the various authors
explore similar themes of history, race, social justice, identity and migration, they do so in diverse
ways."--The Orlando Sentinel

"Brown's introduction and suggestions for further reading will particularly help newcomers, but the stories
themselves most strongly recommend this anthology....After finishing these fifty-two stories, the reader will
undoubtedly hunger for more....This testifies to the virtues of the collection, and to the richness of Caribbean
literature. The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories should be read not only by those interested in
Caribbean fiction, but by anyone who appreciates excellent writing..."--World Literature Today

"The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories is a must-have. This hugely entertaining anthology invites 52
writers from all across the Caribbean onto one stage and cleverly brings together their diverse languages,
island experiences and cultures. The wide range of styles found throughout the... book subtly melds into a
unified that communicates the issues of history, race, migration and identity unique to this region. This
wonderful collection of writing from the last 100 years not only introduces well-known writers,... but also
brings to light the new generation....It is a body of work that's worth revisiting again and again, just like the
Caribbean."--Caribbean Travel & Life

"The publication of The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short..., has filled a void on the shelves of Caribbean
literature....These...selections may not be the usual, anthologized fare. Yet they all speak of the harsh beauty
of life in the tropics these writers know and love so well."--Sky Writings-Air Jamaica "This has to be the
definitive collection of Caribbean short stories. This is the one that shall be handed down from generation to
generation."--Benjamin Zephaniah, Poet



"What we have here is a stunning collection of writers representing almost every region that is touched by
the Caribbean Sea, and what we experience as we read this collection is the truth that we have always
suspected but never ventured to say; that some of the best writing to have appeared in this century has come
from this archipelago of complex histories and diverse traditions."--Kwame Dawes, University of South
Carolina at Sumter

About the Author

Stewart Brown is a poet and critic who teaches African and Caribbean literature at the Centre of West
African Studies, University of Birmingham. John Wickham is literary editor of the Nation newspaper
(Barbados) and editor of Bim, the Caribbean's longest-established literary journal. One of the most respected
figures in Caribbean literature, he also served as a Senator in the Barbados parliament.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Oxford Book of Caribbean
Short Stories: Reissue (Oxford Books of Prose). All type of book are you able to see on many options. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Anthony McDonell:

The experience that you get from The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories: Reissue (Oxford Books of
Prose) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Oxford Book of
Caribbean Short Stories: Reissue (Oxford Books of Prose) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this particular The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories: Reissue
(Oxford Books of Prose) instantly.

David Carson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you



can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Oxford Book of
Caribbean Short Stories: Reissue (Oxford Books of Prose) which is having the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's observe.

Robert Ross:

This The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories: Reissue (Oxford Books of Prose) is fresh way for you
who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories: Reissue (Oxford Books of Prose) can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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