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The twenty-seven books of the New Testament were not the only writings
produced by early Christians. Nor were they the only ones to be accepted, at one
time or another, as sacred Scripture. Unfortunately, nearly all the other early
Christian writings have been lost or destroyed. But approximately twenty-five
books written at about the same time as the New Testament have survived--books
that reveal the rich diversity of early Christian views about God, Jesus, the world,
salvation, ethics, and ritual practice.

This reader presents, for the first time in one volume, every Christian writing
known to have been produced during the first hundred years of the church (30-
130 C.E.). In addition to the New Testament itself, it includes other,

noncanonical Gospels, Acts, Epistles, and Apocalypses, as well as additional
important writings, such as those of the Apostolic Fathers. Each text is provided
in an up-to-date and readable tranglation (including the NRSV for the New
Testament), and introduced with a succinct and incisive discussion of its author,
date of composition, and overarching themes. This second edition adds The
Martyrdom of Polycarp, an important text that will enhance the collection's
utility in the classroom. It also features Ehrman's new, accessible tranglations of
many of the noncanonical works and provides updated introductions that
incorporate the most recent scholarship.

With an opening overview that shows how the canon of the New Testament came
to be formulated--the process by which some Christian books came to be
regarded as sacred Scripture whereas others came to be excluded--this accessible
reader will meet the needs of students, scholars, and general readers alike. An
ideal primary text for courses in the New Testament, Christian Origins, and Early
Church History, it can be used in conjunction with its companion volume, the
author's The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian
Writings, 3/e (OUP, 2003).
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The twenty-seven books of the New Testament were not the only writings produced by early Christians. Nor
were they the only ones to be accepted, at one time or another, as sacred Scripture. Unfortunately, nearly all
the other early Christian writings have been lost or destroyed. But approximately twenty-five books written
at about the same time as the New Testament have survived--books that reveal the rich diversity of early
Christian views about God, Jesus, the world, salvation, ethics, and ritual practice.

This reader presents, for the first time in one volume, every Christian writing known to have been produced
during the first hundred years of the church (30-130 C.E.). In addition to the New Testament itself, it
includes other, noncanonical Gospels, Acts, Epistles, and Apocalypses, aswell as additional important
writings, such as those of the Apostolic Fathers. Each text is provided in an up-to-date and readable
tranglation (including the NRSV for the New Testament), and introduced with a succinct and incisive
discussion of its author, date of composition, and overarching themes. This second edition adds The
Martyrdom of Polycarp, an important text that will enhance the collection's utility in the classroom. It also
features Ehrman's new, accessible tranglations of many of the noncanonical works and provides updated
introductions that incorporate the most recent scholarship.

With an opening overview that shows how the canon of the New Testament came to be formulated--the
process by which some Christian books came to be regarded as sacred Scripture whereas others came to be
excluded--this accessible reader will meet the needs of students, scholars, and general readers alike. An ideal
primary text for coursesin the New Testament, Christian Origins, and Early Church History, it can be used
in conjunction with its companion volume, the author's The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the
Early Christian Writings, 3/e (OUP, 2003).
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Editorial Review
Review

"Atlast! A coursebook that setsthe New Testament documents in the context of other Christian literature
from the same period. Ehrman'’s collection presents the New Testament in atruly ‘historical’ way andisa
worthy companion to his The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings.
Ehrman's collection should obviate the need for professors of the New Testament to assign several books of
documents for their courses."--Elizabeth A. Clark, Duke University

About the Author
Bart D. Ehrman is at University of North Carolina.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stewart Ramirez;

This The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usualy
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read
alot of information you will get. Thiskind of The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A
Reader without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader can bring
once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves become full because you can haveit in the lovely
laptop even cellphone. This The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Agatha Roughton:

This book untitled The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader to be one of several
books which best seller in thisyear, here is because when you read this publication you can get alot of
benefit onit. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Michad Jones:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.



There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new data. When
you read areserve you will get new information because book is one of many waysto share the information
or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you looking at a book
especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The New Testament and Other
Early Christian Writings: A Reader, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
guide. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Patricia Phipps:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
picson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A Reader can make you experience more interested
to read.
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