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The second edition of The Human Rights Reader presents a dramatically revised
organization and updated selections, including pieces on globalization and the
war on terrorism. Each part of the Reader corresponds to five historical phases in
the history of human rights and explores for each the arguments, debates, and
issues of inclusiveness central to those eras. This edition is the most
comprehensive and up-to-date collection of essays, speeches, and documents
from historical and contemporary sources, all of which are now placed in context
with Micheline Ishay’s substantial introduction to the reader as a whole and
valuable introductions to each part and chapter.
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Editorial Review

Review

'A wonderfully edited collection that deepens our understanding of why human rights should be
deeply inscribed in our moral and political imagination.' - Richard A. Falk, Albert G. Milbank Professor
of International Law and Practice, Emeritus, Princeton University; Visiting Professor, Global Studies,
University of California, Santa Barbara, USA

'In tracing the complex intellectual history of human rights, Micheline Ishay’s insightful and
provocative selection of texts illuminates many of today’s most fundamental rights debates. Are
human rights Western impositions or universal values? Does globalization advance or undermine
them? Do they originate in or constrain religion? Are they the product of socialism or among its
victims? Did the anti-colonial movement respond to repression or simply shift its source? None of
these questions admits simple answers, but no one should address them without considering the deep
and varied perspectives provided in Ishay’s new Human Rights Reader.' - Kenneth Roth, Executive
Director, Human Rights Watch

'Micheline Ishay's excellent collection provides all the material that anyone needs to participate in the
critical debates about human rights. Differing views of cultural diversity, economic justice, national
self-determination, and humanitarian intervention are fairly and intelligently represented.' - Michael
Walzer, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ

'Following her masterly History of Human Rights: From Ancient Times to the Era of Globalization,
Micheline Ishay now presents us with an extraordinarily rich, original, and illuminating compilation
of sources on the history and philosophy of human rights. Insightful introductions to each part provide
the appropriate historical context. A ‘must’ for courses on human rights.' - David Kretzmer, Professor
of International Law, Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Transitional Justice Institute, University of
Ulster, UK

'The Human Rights Reader is a necessary companion to any human rights course that seeks to identify
the historical and theoretical roots of the modern human rights struggle. It is a crucial contribution
that lends support to the universalist claim that the struggle for human rights is not time/space
specific, but rather one that, like human existance, transcends time and space and is part of a larger
movement to protect and ensure the emancipation of all. For a student or instructor interested in
widening the scope of the human rights debate, outside the pages of mainstream international relations
journals, this anthology provides the wherewithal to do so.' - reviewed in Human Rights & Human
Welfare: An International Review of Books and Other Publications.

From the Publisher
The Second Edition of The Human Rights Reader presents a dramatically revised organization and updated
selections, including pieces on globalization and the war on terrorism. Each part of the Reader corresponds
to five historical phases in the history of human rights and explores for each the arguments, debates, and
issues of inclusiveness central to those eras. The volume remains the most comprehensive and up-to-date



collection of essays, speeches, and documents from historical and contemporary sources, all of which are
now placed in context with Micheline Ishay's substantial introduction to the reader as a whole and valuable
introductions to each part and chapter.

About the Author

Micheline Ishay is Professor at the Joesph Korbel School of International Studies at University of Denver,
where she is Director of the human rights program. She has been a Visiting Professor at The University of
Tel Aviv, the University of Maryland, and as Lady Davis Professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
and speaks regularly on a variety of human rights and foreign policy issues. Ishay is the author or editor of
The History of Human Rights (2004), The Nationalism Reader (1999), and Internationalism and Its Betrayal
(1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Hill:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Essays, Speeches and
Documents From Ancient Times to the Present. Try to face the book The Human Rights Reader: Major
Political Essays, Speeches and Documents From Ancient Times to the Present as your pal. It means that it
can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Nellie Ferguson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Human
Rights Reader: Major Political Essays, Speeches and Documents From Ancient Times to the Present is kind
of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Dean Herbert:

The reason why? Because this The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Essays, Speeches and Documents
From Ancient Times to the Present is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap
that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess



such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Debbie Yarborough:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Essays, Speeches and Documents From Ancient Times to
the Present we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must
want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life at this book The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Essays, Speeches and Documents From
Ancient Times to the Present. You can more inviting than now.
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