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A Complete Overview of One of the Most Important Military Forces in the
History of the World
The Byzantine Art of War explores the military history of the thousand-year
empire of the eastern Mediterranean, Byzantium. Throughout its history the
empire faced a multitude of challenges from foreign invaders seeking to plunder
its wealth and to occupy its lands, from the deadly Hunnic hordes of Attila, to the
Arab armies of Islam, to the western Crusaders bent on carving out a place in the
empire or its former lands. In order to survive the Byzantines relied on their army
that was for centuries the only standing, professional force in Europe. Leadership
provided another key to survival; Byzantine society produced a number of
capable strategic thinkers and tacticians—and several brilliant ones. These
officers maintained a level of professionalism and organization inherited and
adapted from Roman models. The innovations of the Byzantine military reforms
of the sixth century included the use of steppe nomad equipment and tactics, the
most important of which was the refinement of the Roman mounted archer.
Strategy and tactics evolved in the face of victory and defeat; the shock of the
Arab conquests led to a sharp decline in the number and quality of imperial
forces. By the eighth and ninth centuries Byzantine commanders mastered the art
of the small war, waging guerrilla campaigns, raids, and flying column attacks
that injured the enemy but avoided the decisive confrontation the empire was no
longer capable of winning. A century later they began the most sustained,
glorious military expansion of their history. This work further sketches the key
campaigns, battles, and sieges that illustrate Byzantine military doctrine, vital
changes from one era to another, the composition of forces and the major
victories and defeats that defined the territory and material well-being of its
citizens. Through a summary of their strategies, tactics, and innovations in the
tools of war, the book closes with an analysis of the contributions of this
remarkable empire to world military history.
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A Complete Overview of One of the Most Important Military Forces in the History of the World
The Byzantine Art of War explores the military history of the thousand-year empire of the eastern
Mediterranean, Byzantium. Throughout its history the empire faced a multitude of challenges from foreign
invaders seeking to plunder its wealth and to occupy its lands, from the deadly Hunnic hordes of Attila, to
the Arab armies of Islam, to the western Crusaders bent on carving out a place in the empire or its former
lands. In order to survive the Byzantines relied on their army that was for centuries the only standing,
professional force in Europe. Leadership provided another key to survival; Byzantine society produced a
number of capable strategic thinkers and tacticians—and several brilliant ones. These officers maintained a
level of professionalism and organization inherited and adapted from Roman models. The innovations of the
Byzantine military reforms of the sixth century included the use of steppe nomad equipment and tactics, the
most important of which was the refinement of the Roman mounted archer. Strategy and tactics evolved in
the face of victory and defeat; the shock of the Arab conquests led to a sharp decline in the number and
quality of imperial forces. By the eighth and ninth centuries Byzantine commanders mastered the art of the
small war, waging guerrilla campaigns, raids, and flying column attacks that injured the enemy but avoided
the decisive confrontation the empire was no longer capable of winning. A century later they began the most
sustained, glorious military expansion of their history. This work further sketches the key campaigns, battles,
and sieges that illustrate Byzantine military doctrine, vital changes from one era to another, the composition
of forces and the major victories and defeats that defined the territory and material well-being of its citizens.
Through a summary of their strategies, tactics, and innovations in the tools of war, the book closes with an
analysis of the contributions of this remarkable empire to world military history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

MICHAEL J. DECKER is Maroulis Professor of Byzantine History at the University of South Florida. He
has worked extensively on the archaeology and history of the Byzantine state in the Middle East and North
Africa. His numerous publications include Tilling the Hateful Earth (Oxford, 2010), an exploration of
economy and society in the Levant in the centuries prior to the Islamic conquests.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Goodman:

This The Byzantine Art of War book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
The Byzantine Art of War without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The Byzantine Art of War can bring any time you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This The Byzantine Art of War having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Joanna Weekley:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Byzantine Art of War is kind
of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Hal Clemens:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character types
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Byzantine Art of War, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.



Tania Hansen:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The Byzantine Art of War offer you a new experience in reading through a
book.
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