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In this superb history, two seasoned journalists unfold the decisive campaigns of
the desert war that began with the Italian invasion of Egypt in September 1940
and ended with the mass surrender of Axisforcesin Tunisin May 1943.

Writing with great verve and style, John Bierman and Colin Smith create a
stunning panorama peopled by some of the most glamorous, dangerous and
mysterious figuresin the war. At the center of this sweeping narrative stand two
heroes, German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel, the notorious "Desert Fox," and
the British Lieutenant General Bernard "Monty" Montgomery, whose showdown
at the little Egyptian railway stop of EI Alamein is one of the great momentsin
military history. Bierman and Smith have interviewed scores of survivors and
tracked down hitherto overlooked primary sources to craft a historic narrative
that reads like anovel. Here too is the remarkabl e true story of the shadowy
Hungarian adventurer Laszlo Almasy, the prototype for the romantic English
patient of Michael Ondaatje's novel.

Triumphant tactical warfare, an exotic backdrop, wrenching personal conflicts

both inside and between the armies-The Battle of Alamein hasit dl. Thisis
military history at its absolute best.
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In this superb history, two seasoned journalists unfold the decisive campaigns of the desert war that began
with the Italian invasion of Egypt in September 1940 and ended with the mass surrender of Axisforcesin
Tunisin May 1943.

Writing with great verve and style, John Bierman and Colin Smith create a stunning panorama peopled by
some of the most glamorous, dangerous and mysterious figures in the war. At the center of this sweeping
narrative stand two heroes, German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel, the notorious "Desert Fox," and the
British Lieutenant General Bernard "Monty" Montgomery, whose showdown at the little Egyptian railway
stop of El Alamein is one of the great moments in military history. Bierman and Smith have interviewed
scores of survivors and tracked down hitherto overlooked primary sources to craft a historic narrative that
reads like anovel. Here too is the remarkable true story of the shadowy Hungarian adventurer Laszlo
Almasy, the prototype for the romantic English patient of Michael Ondaatje's hovel.

Triumphant tactical warfare, an exotic backdrop, wrenching personal conflicts both inside and between the
armies-The Battle of Alamein hasit all. Thisis military history at its absol ute best.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Bierman and Smith are, respectively, ex-BBC and ex-Observer correspondents currently based in Cyprus,
they co-authored Fire in the Night, a biography of Orde Wingate. Despite its U.S. title (the book goes by a
different title in the U.K.), their popular account covers the entire three-year North African campaign. The
descriptions of the battles are well-crafted and easily accessible to the nonspecialist. The account of the battle
of Alameinitself isonly dightly more than 50 pages long, but the British defense against Axis tanks at
"Snipe" (acode name for acrucial position) was one of its turning points, and is well described here. Major
and minor personalities and fighting units cometo life, among them the British Special Interrogation Group
(aforerunner of the special forces) and the Axis spy Laszlo Almasy, whose exploits were very loosely
adapted for the novel and film The English Patient. The authors' treatment of well-known figures, however,
isfairly uncritical, especially when dealing with Montgomery, who looms large at Alamein. The book
follows Axis forces as they retreat to Tunisia; British forces, along with American forces that had landed in
Algeriaand Morocco in November, fight them there together until their surrender in May 1943.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Alamein represented aturning point for the Allies during World War 11. The battle was particularly
significant to the British as the first and last victory of the war without significant U.S. involvement.
Bierman and Smith, authors of Fire in the Night, provide a broad overview of the events leading up to the
Battle of Alamein and a detailed description of the battle, the final victory of the Alliesin Northern Africa.
Asjournalists they bring the story to life using numerous interviews and personal accounts. The maps are
easy to understand, and the photos provide avisual reference to the players, terrain, and events.
Unfortunately, several chapters on raids, the battle for Malta, etc., interrupt the flow of the book while failing
to provide sufficient explanation of their importance to the main event, Alamein. Recommended to libraries
with large military collections.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

If one insulates the war in North Africafrom the aggression of which it was a piece, the desert campaigns
pitting Axis against British empire formations stand out for their relative civility. The Germans called it "war
without hate," which was certainly not an appellation applicable to their war against Russia. But war it was,
from Mussolini'sinvasion of Egypt in September 1940 through the Tunisian surrender of the Axisin May
1943. On the panorama of events, these authors lay an exceptionally fluid narrative that keeps pace with the
rapid armored warfare it recounts. Invariably, the victor overextended his supply lines, and in these respites
from the dramatic but horrific action, Bierman and Smith analyze the pertinent general's options to advance
or retreat. What the eventual decision meant to the man in the tank or trench, on both sides, is seamlessly
integrated with the view from headquarters. The command of the authors over their material ensures
enlistment of WWII readers. Gilbert Taylor

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

PearlieHenry:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It isagood choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Battle of Alamein:
Turning Point, World War 1l is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Pamela Stecle:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. The Battle of Alamein: Turning Point, World War |1 can be your answer given it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.

Douglas Dossett:

Y ou will get this The Battle of Alamein: Turning Point, World War 11 by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your local maobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.

K athleen Dominguez:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Battle of Alamein: Turning Point, World War
I to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading talent is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and
examining especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the
guide The Battle of Alamein: Turning Point, World War |1 can to be your friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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