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Western European collaboration with the Germans is still misunderstood, nearly
70 years after the end of World War II. On the one hand, the countries involved
have usually played down the number of volunteers they provided, while on the
other, German propaganda often overstated the participation of foreigners,
especially in the Waffen-SS. The reality was that tens of thousands of volunteers
from the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Finland served
in the Waffen-SS and the Legions it sponsored. They fought alongside other
volunteers and conscripts from Estonia and Latvia in battles that are rarely
mentioned in English-language literature, yet were often of decisive importance
and vast scale. Following on from his previous work on the Germanic Waffen-
SS, respected Waffen-SS historian Marc Rikmenspoel now gives the subject his
full attention in the first of two lavish volumes of photographs. The
unprecedented coverage begins in this volume with the founding of the Germania
Regiment in 1935, and continues with the forming of the famous Wiking
Division in late 1940. Wiking is followed across Ukraine in 1941, and to the
Caucasus the next year. The Dutch and Flemish Legions are shown in the hellish
fighting along the Volkhov River, and the coverage extends to the Norwegian
Legion that took part in the siege of Leningrad, and the Danish volunteers that
were flown into the notorious Demyansk pocket. Even the little-known
Norwegian ski company is portrayed during its time near the Arctic Circle in
northern Russia. The photos include personalities, rare insignia, uniform details,
and many vehicle shots, along with highly detailed captions.
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World War II. On the one hand, the countries involved have usually played down the number of volunteers
they provided, while on the other, German propaganda often overstated the participation of foreigners,
especially in the Waffen-SS. The reality was that tens of thousands of volunteers from the Netherlands,
Belgium, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Finland served in the Waffen-SS and the Legions it sponsored.
They fought alongside other volunteers and conscripts from Estonia and Latvia in battles that are rarely
mentioned in English-language literature, yet were often of decisive importance and vast scale. Following on
from his previous work on the Germanic Waffen-SS, respected Waffen-SS historian Marc Rikmenspoel now
gives the subject his full attention in the first of two lavish volumes of photographs. The unprecedented
coverage begins in this volume with the founding of the Germania Regiment in 1935, and continues with the
forming of the famous Wiking Division in late 1940. Wiking is followed across Ukraine in 1941, and to the
Caucasus the next year. The Dutch and Flemish Legions are shown in the hellish fighting along the Volkhov
River, and the coverage extends to the Norwegian Legion that took part in the siege of Leningrad, and the
Danish volunteers that were flown into the notorious Demyansk pocket. Even the little-known Norwegian ski
company is portrayed during its time near the Arctic Circle in northern Russia. The photos include
personalities, rare insignia, uniform details, and many vehicle shots, along with highly detailed captions.
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Editorial Review

Review
In fact, Rikmenspoel's years of industrious work in the field mean he holds such a vast collection of wartime
images and data that Sunwheels and Siegrunen has been separated into two volumes, with the second thick
tome in preparation at Helion and tentatively scheduled for publication in 2017. Packed with everyday
photos and arresting images, volume one is a carefully assembled, thoughtfully presented, polished
production that's certain to find much favor among aficionados of photographic collections as well as anyone
interested in Germanic volunteers in the Waffen-SS. It certainly stands on its own. But for everyone who
wants even more pictures of daily life of troops on the Russian Front?and there will be plenty of eager
buyers?volume two promises a hearty second helping with more of the same. Well done, Mr. Rikmenspoel.
(Stone & Stone Second World War Books)
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About the Author
Marc Rikmenspoel is the author of several previous books about the Waffen-SS. He wishes current scanning
and information-sharing processes were available when he first began writing on this topic over 15 years
ago! After many years of living in Colorado, he recently moved to the New York City area.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Jones:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Sunwheels and Siegrunen: Wiking, Nordland,
Nederland and the Germanic Waffen-SS in Photographs: Volume 1 as your daily resource information.

Kim Deyoung:

The publication untitled Sunwheels and Siegrunen: Wiking, Nordland, Nederland and the Germanic Waffen-



SS in Photographs: Volume 1 is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality
of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Sunwheels
and Siegrunen: Wiking, Nordland, Nederland and the Germanic Waffen-SS in Photographs: Volume 1 from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Mary Young:

Often the book Sunwheels and Siegrunen: Wiking, Nordland, Nederland and the Germanic Waffen-SS in
Photographs: Volume 1 has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this
book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Donna Hubbard:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. From the book Sunwheels and Siegrunen: Wiking, Nordland, Nederland and the Germanic
Waffen-SS in Photographs: Volume 1 we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people?
Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Sunwheels and Siegrunen: Wiking, Nordland,
Nederland and the Germanic Waffen-SS in Photographs: Volume 1. You can more pleasing than now.
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