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At atime when the influence of Ilam and the Arab world dominate newspaper
headlines as a result of bloodshed and terrorist threats, it will come as a welcome
relief to learn of Sultan Qaboos. The very term 'Sultan’ conjures up shades of
peacock thrones and riches beyond the dreams of avarice. Thisincredible scene
has almost vanished . . . but not quite.In today's oil-rich Arabia, one Sultan
remains. Heis one of the world's very last absolute rulers and presides over daily
rituals the Ottomans of old Istanbul would recognise immediately. Arabia's sole
surviving Sultan is, however, an arch exponent of the very British practice of
discretion and reserve, which is far from surprising given that he owes his throne
to the machinations of a very British coup. Indeed, so wide ranging is the cloak
of Sultan Qaboo's reticence that his country has been described as the world's
most secretive state. It would be quite impossible to divorce the man from the
land which he has ruled for the past 33 years, so immediate is his authority, so
absoluteis his exercise of unfettered power. But who exactly is Qaboos bin Said
Al Said? What of the journey without maps which led him to be complicit in the
betrayal and overthrow of his own father? What role did he personally take in the
Dhofar war of the 1970s, when he became the first Arab monarch to defeat the
armed exponents of Marx and Lenin? And what of his hitherto secret connections
with Margaret Thatcher and the incident that became known as the 'Thatcher
necklace affair'?
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At atime when the influence of Islam and the Arab world dominate newspaper headlines as aresult of
bloodshed and terrorist threats, it will come as awelcome relief to learn of Sultan Qaboos. The very term
'Sultan’ conjures up shades of peacock thrones and riches beyond the dreams of avarice. Thisincredible
scene has almost vanished . . . but not quite.In today's oil-rich Arabia, one Sultan remains. He is one of the
world's very last absolute rulers and presides over daily rituals the Ottomans of old Istanbul would recognise
immediately. Arabia's sole surviving Sultan is, however, an arch exponent of the very British practice of
discretion and reserve, which is far from surprising given that he owes his throne to the machinations of a
very British coup. Indeed, so wide ranging isthe cloak of Sultan Qaboo's reticence that his country has been
described as the world's most secretive state. It would be quite impossible to divorce the man from the land
which he has ruled for the past 33 years, so immediate is his authority, so absolute is his exercise of
unfettered power. But who exactly is Qaboos bin Said Al Said? What of the journey without maps which led
him to be complicit in the betrayal and overthrow of his own father? What role did he personally take in the
Dhofar war of the 1970s, when he became the first Arab monarch to defeat the armed exponents of Marx and
Lenin? And what of his hitherto secret connections with Margaret Thatcher and the incident that became
known as the 'Thatcher necklace affair'?
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Editorial Review

About the Author
John Beasant is the author of The Santo Rebellion: An Imperial Reckoning, Stalin's Silver and Oman: The
True Life Dramaand Intrigue of an Arab State. Christopher Ling is aformer soldier and diplomat.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Chad Brown:

In other case, little people like to read book Sultan In Arabia: A Private Life. Y ou can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Sultan In Arabia: A
Private Life. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
could open abook or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel
fed up to go to thelibrary. Let's read.

Patricia Gallagher:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Sultan In Arabia: A Private Life
book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Dolores Crook:

This Sultan In Arabia: A Private Life are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Sultan In Arabia: A Private Life can be among the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information
that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Sultan In Arabia: A
Private Life forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Carolyn Franklin:

Y ou could spend your freetimeto learn this book this guide. This Sultan In Arabia: A Private Lifeissimple



to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save often the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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