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This volume provides an important and exciting contribution to the knowledge
on punishment across Europe.

Over the past decade, punitiveness has been studied through analyses of
‘increased’ or ‘new’ forms of punishment in western countries. Comparative
studies on the other hand have illustrated important differences in levels of
punitiveness between these countries and have tried to explain these differences
by looking at risk and protective factors. Covering both quantitative and
qualitative dimensions, this book focuses on mechanisms interacting with levels
of punitiveness that seem to allow room for less punitive (political) choices,
especially within a European context: social policies, human rights and a
balanced approach to victim rights and public opinion in constitutional
democracies.

The book is split into three sections:

Punishment and Welfare. Chapters look into possible lessons to be learned1.
from characteristics and developments in Scandinavian and some Continental
European countries.
Punishment and Human Rights. Contributions analyze how human rights in2.
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Europe can and do act as a shield against – but sometimes also as a possible
motor for – criminalization and penalization.
Punishment and Democracy. The increased political attention to victims’3.
rights and interests and to public opinion surveys in European democracies is
discussed as a possible risk for enhanced levels of punitiveness in penal
policies and evaluated against the background of research evidence about the
wishes and expectations of victims of crime and the ambivalence and
‘polycentric consistency’ of public opinion formations about crime and
punishments.

This book will be a valuable addition to the literature in this field and will be of
interest to students, scholars and policy officials across Europe and elsewhere.
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This volume provides an important and exciting contribution to the knowledge on punishment across Europe.

Over the past decade, punitiveness has been studied through analyses of ‘increased’ or ‘new’ forms of
punishment in western countries. Comparative studies on the other hand have illustrated important
differences in levels of punitiveness between these countries and have tried to explain these differences by
looking at risk and protective factors. Covering both quantitative and qualitative dimensions, this book
focuses on mechanisms interacting with levels of punitiveness that seem to allow room for less punitive
(political) choices, especially within a European context: social policies, human rights and a balanced
approach to victim rights and public opinion in constitutional democracies.

The book is split into three sections:

Punishment and Welfare. Chapters look into possible lessons to be learned from characteristics and1.
developments in Scandinavian and some Continental European countries.
Punishment and Human Rights. Contributions analyze how human rights in Europe can and do act as a2.
shield against – but sometimes also as a possible motor for – criminalization and penalization.
Punishment and Democracy. The increased political attention to victims’ rights and interests and to public3.
opinion surveys in European democracies is discussed as a possible risk for enhanced levels of
punitiveness in penal policies and evaluated against the background of research evidence about the wishes
and expectations of victims of crime and the ambivalence and ‘polycentric consistency’ of public opinion
formations about crime and punishments.

This book will be a valuable addition to the literature in this field and will be of interest to students, scholars



and policy officials across Europe and elsewhere.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sonja Snacken is Professor of Criminology, Penology and Sociology of Law at the Vrije Universiteit
Brussel (Belgium), where she now holds a ‘Research Fellowship’ (2006-2016). She is currently Research
Fellow at the Straus Institute for the Advanced Study of Law and Justice at the New York University School
of Law (2010-2011). Her research focuses on the place, choices and consequences of punishment in Belgium
and Europe. She is member of the Editorial Board of Punishment and Society and Déviance et Société. She
was president of the European Society of Criminology (2004-2005) and has been a member since 2001 (and
President since 2006) of the Council for Penological Cooperation of the Council of Europe.

Els Dumortier is Professor in Youth Criminology and Constitutional Criminal Law at the Vrije Universiteit
Brussel, Criminology Department, Belgium. Her research focuses on questions concerning (the effectiveness
of) children’s rights in the domain of juvenile justice, both in contemporary times and in the past (20th

century). She participates in several national and international scientific networks in the domain of juvenile
justice (Dutch, English and French speaking), both contemporary focussed and historical.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Bradley:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Resisting
Punitiveness in Europe?: Welfare, Human Rights and Democracy suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Resisting Punitiveness in Europe?: Welfare,
Human Rights and Democracyis the main one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

David Shetler:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When you
read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Resisting Punitiveness in
Europe?: Welfare, Human Rights and Democracy, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.



Patrice Eubanks:

The book Resisting Punitiveness in Europe?: Welfare, Human Rights and Democracy has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this book.

John Starr:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Resisting Punitiveness in Europe?:
Welfare, Human Rights and Democracy.
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