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In 2006, Alice Walker, working with Women for Women International, visited
Rwanda and the eastern Congo to witness the aftermath of the genocide in Kigali.
Invited by Code Pink, an antiwar group working to end the Iraq War, Walker
traveled to Palestine/Israel three years later to view the devastation on the Gaza
Strip. Here is her testimony.
Bearing witness to the depravity and cruelty, she presents the stories of the
individuals who crossed her path and shared their tales of suffering and courage.
Part of what has happened to human beings over the last century, she believes, is
that we have been rendered speechless by unusually barbaric behavior that
devalues human life. We have no words to describe what we witness. Self-
imposed silence has slowed our response to the plight of those who most need us,
often women and children, but also men of conscience who resist evil but are
outnumbered by those around them who have fallen victim to a belief in
weapons, male or ethnic dominance, and greed.
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In 2006, Alice Walker, working with Women for Women International, visited Rwanda and the eastern
Congo to witness the aftermath of the genocide in Kigali. Invited by Code Pink, an antiwar group working to
end the Iraq War, Walker traveled to Palestine/Israel three years later to view the devastation on the Gaza
Strip. Here is her testimony.
Bearing witness to the depravity and cruelty, she presents the stories of the individuals who crossed her path
and shared their tales of suffering and courage. Part of what has happened to human beings over the last
century, she believes, is that we have been rendered speechless by unusually barbaric behavior that devalues
human life. We have no words to describe what we witness. Self-imposed silence has slowed our response to
the plight of those who most need us, often women and children, but also men of conscience who resist evil
but are outnumbered by those around them who have fallen victim to a belief in weapons, male or ethnic
dominance, and greed.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Following visits to Rwanda in 2006 on behalf of Women for Women International, Walker was nearly
overcome with the aftermath of the genocidal violence, particularly aimed at women and children. On behalf
of the antiwar group Code Pink, she traveled to the Gaza Strip in 2009 to witness the suffering caused by the
conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. In this slim volume, she tells the stories of women and children
brutalized by war. She recalls visiting villages reduced to rubble, listening to women mourn the death of their
children, sharing modest meals, and sharing stories of her own struggles growing up in the South, the U.S.
civil rights movement, and learning the importance of connections to friends and family. She links modern-
day atrocities to older cruelties, including the Holocaust and the Trail of Tears. Finding resilience in the
midst of atrocities, Walker uses her own voice, as poet and activist, to speak out against injustices in the
world’s trouble spots. --Vanessa Bush

About the Author
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, ALICE WALKER is the author of more than
thirty books including The Color Purple and Sent by Earth. Her writings have been translated into more than
two dozen languages. From her essays concerning the civil rights movement to her cries for intervention on
the Gaza Strip, Walker continually and eloquently calls attention to ignored injustices around the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Overcoming Speechlessness: A
Poet Encounters the Horror in Rwanda, Eastern Congo, and Palestine/Israel book because book offers you
rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Sheila Lefevre:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Overcoming
Speechlessness: A Poet Encounters the Horror in Rwanda, Eastern Congo, and Palestine/Israel that give your
fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick
Overcoming Speechlessness: A Poet Encounters the Horror in Rwanda, Eastern Congo, and Palestine/Israel
become your starter.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Benjamin King:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Overcoming Speechlessness: A Poet Encounters the Horror in
Rwanda, Eastern Congo, and Palestine/Israel why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Larry Boggs:

Beside this specific Overcoming Speechlessness: A Poet Encounters the Horror in Rwanda, Eastern Congo,
and Palestine/Israel in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Overcoming Speechlessness: A
Poet Encounters the Horror in Rwanda, Eastern Congo, and Palestine/Israel because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
and also read it from right now!
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