
Toward a Geography of Art

By Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann

Toward a Geography of Art By Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann

Art history traditionally classifies works of art by country as well as period, but
often political borders and cultural boundaries are highly complex and fluid.
Questions of identity, policy, and exchange make it difficult to determine the
"place" of art, and often the art itself results from these conflicts of geography
and culture. Addressing an important approach to art history, Thomas DaCosta
Kaufmann's book offers essays that focus on the intricacies of accounting for the
geographical dimension of art history during the early modern period in Europe,
Latin America, and Asia.

Toward a Geography of Art presents a historical overview of these complexities,
debates contemporary concerns, and completes its exploration with a diverse
collection of case studies. Employing the author's expertise in a variety of fields,
the book delves into critical issues such as transculturation of indigenous
traditions, mestizaje, the artistic metropolis, artistic diffusion, transfer,
circulation, subversion, and center and periphery. What results is a foundational
study that establishes the geography of art as a subject and forces us to reconsider
assumptions about the place of art that underlie the longstanding narratives of art
history.
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difficult to determine the "place" of art, and often the art itself results from these conflicts of geography and
culture. Addressing an important approach to art history, Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann's book offers essays
that focus on the intricacies of accounting for the geographical dimension of art history during the early
modern period in Europe, Latin America, and Asia.

Toward a Geography of Art presents a historical overview of these complexities, debates contemporary
concerns, and completes its exploration with a diverse collection of case studies. Employing the author's
expertise in a variety of fields, the book delves into critical issues such as transculturation of indigenous
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Editorial Review

Review

"Intellectually stimulating."

(Michael Hall Apollo 2004-05-01)

"Toward a Geography of Art is an timely, erudite, and intensely stimulating book, which is sure to have a
considerable impact on the study of art history; it will be widely read."

(Paul Barolsky, University of Virginia)

"Kaufmann's book, like Corbusier's [Vers une architecture], reveals possible steps along pathways whose
pursuit may transform future ways of seeing. . . . Kaufmann's consideration of center and periphery, of
transformation through diffusion, and, especially, of the historiography of the concept of Kunstgeographie
reveal tremendous historical and geographic breadth. Toward a Geography of Art merits the attention of
current and future generations of scholars."

(James Housefield Geographical Reviews)

"Kaufmann shows how the previous debates on geography of art can still be accurate and fertile today. . . .
Toward a Geography of Art should enliven interest in a field of study that has been commonly overlooked in
North American institutions."
(Yves Laberge Journal of Cultural Geography)

"Kaufmann has written a definitive work on the geography of art, intending to heighten interest in this
approach among art historians. . . . It is a book that can transform attitudes."
(Edmunds V. Bunkse Annals of the Association of American Geographers)

"An enlightening study of the consequences that arise in associating art with specific location. . . . Toward a
Geography of Art impressively exposes the advantages and pitfalls to thinking about art in terms of place,
still one of our preeminent categories for classifying cultural products."
(Ethan Matt Kavaler CAA Reviews)

"Essential reading for anyone interested in the increasingly important topics of geography and the spatial
aspects of art."
(Ladislav Kesner Umeni)

From the Inside Flap

Art history traditionally classifies works of art by country as well as period, but often political borders and
cultural boundaries are highly complex and fluid. Questions of identity, policy, and exchange make it
difficult to determine the "place" of art, and often the art itself results from these conflicts of geography and
culture. Addressing an important approach to art history, Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann's book offers essays
that focus on the intricacies of accounting for the geographical dimension of art history during the early
modern period in Europe, Latin America, and Asia.



Toward a Geography of Art presents a historical overview of these complexities, debates contemporary
concerns, and completes its exploration with a diverse collection of case studies. Employing the author's
expertise in a variety of fields, the book delves into critical issues such as transculturation of indigenous
traditions, mestizaje, the artistic metropolis, artistic diffusion, transfer, circulation, subversion, and center and
periphery. What results is a foundational study that establishes the geography of art as a subject and forces us
to reconsider assumptions about the place of art that underlie the longstanding narratives of art history.

About the Author

Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann is a professor in the Department of Art and Archaeology at Princeton
University. Among his many books are Court, Cloister, and City and The School of Prague, both published
by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Toward a Geography of Art. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Toward a
Geography of Art. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

David Pimentel:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Toward a Geography of Art will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Gale Kizer:

This Toward a Geography of Art book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Toward a
Geography of Art without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Toward a Geography of Art can bring any time you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone.
This Toward a Geography of Art having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.



Ronald Tanaka:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them
are these claims Toward a Geography of Art.
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