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This surprising and thought-provoking book begins with the obvious fact that
Stonewall happened 30 years ago, and the perhaps less obvious fact that in the 30
years since an enormous number of social science studies have been done on gay
men. Dave Nimmons proceeds to synthesize that information to reveal a number
of unseen patterns of gay male behavior, truths about our lives we feel
instinctively but have not named.

For instance, countless studies show that gay men have developed a culture in
which public violence is almost non-existent, which is notable when you consider
that violence in this society is almost entirely a male phenomenon. Even in
intensely over-crowded gay bars and discos, with alcohol and testosterone
saturating the atmosphere, fist fights are virtually unheard of. On in the area of
volunteerism, study after study shows that gay men volunteer at a much higher
level than any other segment of the population (and, very interestingly, our
volunteerism is about evenly divided between gay and non-gay causes, as are our
charitable contributions). Our patterns of intimacy and friendship are much more
diffuse and extended than heterosexual patterns; sexual jealousy and
exclusiveness are extremely different, as are our relationships with women and
our pursuit of playfulness and sexual bliss. Altogether, these gay social
innovations have no parallel in modern American culture; they describe a new
kind of public ethics, one with deep implications for gay men and for the larger
society.
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This surprising and thought-provoking book begins with the obvious fact that Stonewall happened 30 years
ago, and the perhaps less obvious fact that in the 30 years since an enormous number of social science
studies have been done on gay men. Dave Nimmons proceeds to synthesize that information to reveal a
number of unseen patterns of gay male behavior, truths about our lives we feel instinctively but have not
named.

For instance, countless studies show that gay men have developed a culture in which public violence is
almost non-existent, which is notable when you consider that violence in this society is almost entirely a
male phenomenon. Even in intensely over-crowded gay bars and discos, with alcohol and testosterone
saturating the atmosphere, fist fights are virtually unheard of. On in the area of volunteerism, study after
study shows that gay men volunteer at a much higher level than any other segment of the population (and,
very interestingly, our volunteerism is about evenly divided between gay and non-gay causes, as are our
charitable contributions). Our patterns of intimacy and friendship are much more diffuse and extended than
heterosexual patterns; sexual jealousy and exclusiveness are extremely different, as are our relationships with
women and our pursuit of playfulness and sexual bliss. Altogether, these gay social innovations have no
parallel in modern American culture; they describe a new kind of public ethics, one with deep implications
for gay men and for the larger society.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Gay men are mindlessly hypersexual, unethically promiscuous and ceaselessly narcissistic or so the worst
stereotypes would have it. Rather than refute these charges by painting a portrait of male homosexuals as just
like heterosexuals (except for one small detail), Nimmons, president of New York's Lesbian and Gay
Community Services Center, radically reinterprets gay sexuality, intimate relationships and self-image.
Using a wide range of scientific surveys, anthropological studies, philosophical inquiries and personal
observation and anecdotes, Nimmons argues that gay male culture is arranged around highly ethical
behaviors that value the needs and health of both the individual and the community. These values, he argues,
are enacted through a wide range of sexual practices and unconventional couplings (from one-hour tricks to
open long-term relationships), and are manifested in the community-building that has accompanied the AIDS
epidemic, as well as the broad range of mentoring relationships between gay men. Noting that "gay
relationships are distinct from heterosexual relationships in that they are frequently based on expectations of
equality, reciprocity, and autonomy," Nimmons also examines how gay men's relationships with women
could present a model for heterosexual men as well. While "the bitchy queen and her cousin once removed,
cynicism" are endemic to some realms of gay culture, Nimmons is careful to place these effects in a context
of socially generated self-hating. The book is at its best, and most challenging, when Nimmons makes his
case with statistical data his survey of the lack of violence in gay male public spaces and relationships (as
opposed to heterosexual male spaces) is a model of social science but these segments dovetail nicely with his
original and powerful sociological and philosophical arguments.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this fascinating and provocative study of the gay male experience in America, Nimmons, a writer and past
president of the New York Lesbian and Gay Community Services Center, boldly challenges the libidinous,
body-conscious stereotype of the typical gay American male. With an irreverent, almost conversational tone
that belies an embarrassment of statistical riches, Nimmons redefines gay men's contributions to a newly
evolving public ethos revolving around the central theme of care and service to the community. Academic
studies and the author's own research indicate that gays have the lowest crime rates of any demographic, that
they most often choose occupations in the health and public service fields, and that they maintain higher
levels of community volunteerism. More interesting, and perhaps more daring, is Nimmons's argument that
gays, America's only openly polyandric tribe, may offer constructive new paradigms for the institution of
heterosexual marriage now suffering from high divorce rates and the destructive breakup of the family in
order to create a happier, more stable environment in which to raise children. This may well be one of the
most important books on gay culture for the new millennium and certainly one of the most daring and
original. For all gay studies collections. Jeff Ingram, Newport P.L., OR
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

“Provocative and sure to be controversial....An exhilarating ride.” ?The Washington Post

“Fascinating and provocative...may well be one of the most important books on gay culture for the new
millennium.” ?Library Journal



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernice Hicks:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Soul Beneath the Skin: The Unseen Hearts and Habits of Gay
Men. Try to make the book The Soul Beneath the Skin: The Unseen Hearts and Habits of Gay Men as your
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Gerald Conway:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Soul Beneath the Skin: The Unseen Hearts and Habits of Gay Men book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
regarding The Soul Beneath the Skin: The Unseen Hearts and Habits of Gay Men content conveys prospect
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Soul Beneath the Skin: The Unseen Hearts and
Habits of Gay Men is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Marilyn Calhoun:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Soul Beneath the Skin:
The Unseen Hearts and Habits of Gay Men that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Soul Beneath the Skin: The
Unseen Hearts and Habits of Gay Men become your personal starter.

Amanda Bernard:

Beside that The Soul Beneath the Skin: The Unseen Hearts and Habits of Gay Men in your phone, it could
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Soul Beneath the Skin: The Unseen Hearts and Habits of Gay Men
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here



cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from at this point!
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