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One of our most distinguished biographers offersa bold, revisionist view of
theinimitable Mark Twain.

Mark Twain invented American literature. His humor, his fearless evocation of
how ordinary people live and speak, his ferocious social criticism, all make him
the progenitor of atruly national literature. And his extraordinary
books—including The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer, The Gilded Age, Innocents Abroad, Life on the Mississippi—were drawn
from his extraordinary life. Based on original research, including accessto
previously unpublished correspondence, The Sngular Mark Twain presents the
first fully integrated portrait of this great American icon.

Few Americans, let alone American writers, lived such alarge and eventful life.
From hisidyllic Hannibal, Missouri, childhood to his days as ariverboat pilot on
the Mississippi, from hiswildcat-mining life in the Nevada territory to his
reporting job in wide-open Barbary Coast San Francisco, Twain's early life was
one of restless adventure. He traveled the world, and his dispatches to the United
States made him famous, and wealthy.

With maturity and success, Twain grew tremendously as an artist and as a socia
critic. Fred Kaplan shows definitively that Twain’s ferocioudly progressive ideas
about race informed al hislater works and absolve him from absurd charges of
racism laid in recent years. Kaplan also details the darker side of Twain's
story—the illnesses and death that plagued his family and darkened his vision,
his amost comically terrible business sense that lost him his great fortune, and
his paranoid sensitivity to slights and betrayals.

No American writer is more appealing, funnier, or more universaly admired than
Mark Twain. The Sngular Mark Twain brings him to life as never before. Like
the bestselling books of H.W. Brands, David McCullough, and Edmund Morris,
The Sngular Mark Twain is amasterful blend of history and biography, at once
erudite, eye-opening, and highly entertaining.
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One of our most distinguished biographers offersa bold, revisionist view of the inimitable Mark
Twain.

Mark Twain invented American literature. His humor, his fearless evocation of how ordinary people live and
speak, his ferocious social criticism, all make him the progenitor of atruly national literature. And his
extraordinary books—including The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The
Gilded Age, Innocents Abroad, Life on the Mississi ppi—were drawn from his extraordinary life. Based on
original research, including access to previously unpublished correspondence, The Sngular Mark Twain
presents the first fully integrated portrait of this great American icon.

Few Americans, let alone American writers, lived such alarge and eventful life. From hisidyllic Hannibal,
Missouri, childhood to his days as ariverboat pilot on the Mississippi, from hiswildcat-mining lifein the
Nevadaterritory to hisreporting job in wide-open Barbary Coast San Francisco, Twain's early life was one
of restless adventure. He traveled the world, and his dispatches to the United States made him famous, and
wealthy.

With maturity and success, Twain grew tremendously as an artist and as a social critic. Fred Kaplan shows
definitively that Twain's ferociously progressive ideas about race informed all his later works and absolve
him from absurd charges of racism laid in recent years. Kaplan also details the darker side of Twain’s
story—the illnesses and death that plagued his family and darkened his vision, his amaost comically terrible
business sense that lost him his great fortune, and his paranoid sensitivity to slights and betrayals.

No American writer is more appealing, funnier, or more universally admired than Mark Twain. The Sngular
Mark Twain brings him to life as never before. Like the bestselling books of H.W. Brands, David
McCullough, and Edmund Morris, The Sngular Mark Twain is a masterful blend of history and biography,
at once erudite, eye-opening, and highly entertaining.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Kaplan begins his biographical assault on received wisdom about America's most famous novelist with the
wordplay implicit in histitle: Mark Twain was not only a singular writer (uniquely gifted and unsurpassed in
hisinfluence), but he was also a singular personality (not multiple or divided), his pen name signifying no
deep psychic split of the sort critics have posited. Real contradictions do emerge in the life of aman who
could, for instance, ridicule religion as foolish superstition and yet jump at the chance to publish the pope's
authorized biography. But in these contradictions, Kaplan sees no more than the inconsistencies typical of a
sophisticated mind, not deep fissures separating the artist Twain from the commercialist Clemens. Kaplan
does limn aremarkably complex evolution in Twain's metamorphosis from alightweight humorist with a
flair for travel journalism into the probing author of alandmark novel on race relations, Huckleberry Finn.
Y et Kaplan aso highlights personal weaknesses that stubbornly resisted change: Twain's self-lacerating
sense of guilt after every family tragedy; his foolish penchant for investing in unproven technologies; his
vulnerability to personal and literary criticism. Never abtrusive, Kaplan's aesthetic and psychol ogical
insights inhere naturally in alucid narrative. Like Kaplan's acclaimed biographies of Carlyle, Dickens, and
James, this book will enlighten specialists and delight general readers. Bryce Christensen

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
PRAISE FOR GORE VIDAL: A BIOGRAPHY

“Kaplan must be commended....a splendid job.”
--San Francisco Chronicle

“Intimate, rewarding....[Fred Kaplan] leads us back, with insight, to the works of this audacious American
master.”
--Los Angeles Times

“Itisin Kaplan that all the pieces of the puzzle are at last assembled....It is Kaplan who lets us see the seeds
and the shoots, the leaves and the flowers—and alas, the weeds.”
--The Nation

PRAISE FOR DICKENS: A BIOGRAPHY

“Kaplan has spent ten years preparing and writing this book; his achievement is as rare, as wonderful, asthe
Dickens he brings to life. We are al the beneficiaries of this exceptional biography.”

--Los Angeles Times

“Anyone who has not read alife of Dickensis going to prefer Fred Kaplan'slong, solid, and illuminating
biography furnished with new facts and theories, to any previous one they might encounter. The novelist
who emerges from his study—dynamic, mercurial, self-deluding, with a big heart for the masses and a small
one for his ego, makes fascinating reading.”

--Newsday

PRAISE FOR THOMAS CARLYLE: A BIOGRAPHY


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“Mr. Kaplan illuminates the Victorian era by bringing us into what we fedl isthe very presence of one of its
idols.”
--The New Yorker

“Fred Kaplan has performed alabor of love and a commendatory service. His Thomas Carlyle, which draws
on unpublished |etters, gives us our most complete picture of Carlyle in the context of hisage...An
achievement of much merit and a gift to students of the word.”

--Washington Post Book World

From the Inside Flap

In this magisterial full-scale biography of America's greatest storyteller and satirist, Pulitzer Prize and
National Book Award finalist Fred Kaplan refashions our image of Mark Twain and etches a vibrant portrait
of asingular personality who created some of the most memorable literary characters of our culture. He
coined the phrase "the Gilded Age," spoke out vigorously against racism and imperialism, and in his
multifaceted singularity as writer, businessman, polemicist, investor, inventor, and self-promoter became the
most widely extolled and most dominant icon of American literature. As Kaplan writes, "There has been no
one like him since.”

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Allan Kean:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Singular
Mark Twain: A Biography, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Y our
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Cari Sexton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, aswell as playing video games al day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a e-book. The book The Singular Mark Twain: A Biography it is very good to read.
There are alot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to
read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book possesses high quality.



Jonathan Peter son:

The book untitled The Singular Mark Twain: A Biography contain alot of information on the item. The
writer explains your girlfriend ideawith easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Fernande Hair ston:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Singular Mark Twain: A
Biography is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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