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Each year 300,000 pilgrims embark on a pilgrimage to the remote Indian village
of Gugudu. Like many villages in South India, Gugudu is populated mostly by
non-Muslims. Y et these pilgrims are coming to mark Muharram, which is
observed by Shi'i Muslim communities across South Asia. In this book, Afsar
Mohammad presents alively ethnographic study of the textured religious life of
Gugudu. Muharram, he shows, takes on a strikingly different color in Gugudu
because of the central place of alocal Hindu pir, or saint, called Kullayappa. This
intense and shared devotion to the pir, Mohammad argues, represents local Islam
interacting with global Islam. In the words of one devotee, "Thereis no Hindu or
Muslim. They al have onereligion, which is called 'Kullayappa devotion.™
Through his compelling fieldwork, Mohammad expands our ideas about devotion
to the martyrs of Karbala, not only in this particular village but also in the wider
world, and explores the intersection between an Islam with locally defined
practices and global Hinduism.
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Each year 300,000 pilgrims embark on a pilgrimage to the remote Indian village of Gugudu. Like many
villagesin South India, Gugudu is populated mostly by non-Muslims. Y et these pilgrims are coming to mark
Muharram, which is observed by Shi'i Muslim communities across South Asia. In this book, Afsar
Mohammad presents alively ethnographic study of the textured religious life of Gugudu. Muharram, he
shows, takes on a strikingly different color in Gugudu because of the central place of alocal Hindu pir, or
saint, called Kullayappa. Thisintense and shared devotion to the pir, Mohammad argues, represents local
Islam interacting with global 1slam. In the words of one devotee, "Thereis no Hindu or Muslim. They all
have one religion, which is called 'Kullayappa devotion.” Through his compelling fieldwork, Mohammad
expands our ideas about devotion to the martyrs of Karbala, not only in this particular village but also in the
wider world, and explores the intersection between an Islam with locally defined practices and global
Hinduism.
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Editorial Review
Review

"The author fills agap in Muharram studies by describing the period's multifaceted nature in a south Indian
village, where the focus is on alocal Muslim saint named Kullayappa. By emphasizing the shared nature of
rituals and narratives, he demonstrates that the period provides benefits for everyone, regardless of caste or
creed. It isarefreshing reminder that Muslims and Hindus can live together, despite competing claims of
religious authority and authenticity." --Frank J. Korom, Professor of Religion & Anthropology, Boston
University

About the Author
Afsar Mohammad is Lecturer in Asian Studies at the University of Texas at Austin.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karena Figueroa:

The book The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South India make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at abook The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South Indiato become your
habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like open and read a publication The Festival of
Pirs. Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South India. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Patricia Briggs:

The book The Festival of Pirs; Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South India can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like abook The
Festival of Pirs. Popular Isam and Shared Devotion in South India? A number of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it
ispossible to share all of these. Book The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South India
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous
world by available and read abook. So it is very wonderful.



Keith Vanwagoner :

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and Shared
Devotion in South India seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Festival of Pirs; Popular Islam and
Shared Devation in South Indiais not only giving you alot more new information but also for being your
friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship using the book The Festival of Pirs. Popular IsSlam and Shared Devotion in South India. You
never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Ronald Ruggles:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. Aswe know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we al add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By book The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South Indiawe can consider more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
The Festival of Pirs: Popular IsSlam and Shared Devotion in South India. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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