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Amid all the hand-wringing about the loss of community in America these days,
here is a book that celebrates the ability of neighborhoods to heal themselves
from within. John McKnight shows how competent communities have been
invaded and colonized by professionalized services—often with devastating
results. Overwhelmed by these social services, the spirit of community falters:
families collapse, schools fail, violence spreads, and medical systems spiral out
of control. Instead of more or better services, the basis for resolving many of
America’s social problems is the community capacity of the local citizens.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
An illuminating look at how the experts' best efforts to rebuild and revitalize communities are in fact
destroying them.

From the Back Cover
Amid all the hand-wringing about the loss of community in America these days, here is a book that
celebrates the ability of neighborhoods to heal from within. John McKnight tells how the experts' best efforts
to rebuild and revitalize communities are in fact destroying them. McKnight focuses on four "counterfeiting"
aspects of society: professionalism, medicine, human service systems, and the criminal justice system.
Because in many areas the ideological roots of service grow from a religious ideal, the book concludes with a
reflection on the idea of Christian service and its transformation into carelessness. Reforming our human
service institutions won't work, McKnight writes. These systems do too much, intervene where they are
ineffective, and try to substitute service for irreplaceable care. Instead of more or better services, the book
demonstrates that the community capacity of the local citizens is the basis for resolving many of America's
social problems.

About the Author

John McKnight is the coauthor of a guide for community development entitled Community Building from
the Inside Out. He is the director of the Community Studies Program at the Center for Urban Affairs and
Policy Research at Northwestern University, where he also teaches. He lives in Evanston, Illinois.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

The book The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The
Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lucille Roller:

The ability that you get from The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits may be the more deep
you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be



understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that The Careless Society:
Community And Its Counterfeits instantly.

Carolyn Lutz:

The book untitled The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits is the guide that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.

Henry Heath:

This The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits is great reserve for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
The Careless Society: Community And Its Counterfeits in your hand like having the world in your arm, info
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right
but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt which?
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