
The American Congress

By Steven S. Smith, Jason M. Roberts, Ryan J. Vander Wielen

The American Congress By Steven S. Smith, Jason M. Roberts, Ryan J. Vander
Wielen

The American Congress provides the most insightful, up-to-date treatment of
congressional politics available in an undergraduate text. Informed by the
authors' Capitol Hill experience and nationally recognized scholarship, this book
presents a crisp introduction to all major features of Congress: its party and
committee systems, leadership, and voting and floor activity. The American
Congress has the most in-depth discussion of the place of the president, the
courts, and interest groups in congressional policy making available in a text. The
authors blend an emphasis on recent developments in congressional politics with
a clear discussion of the rules of the game, the history of key features of
Congress, and stories from recent Congresses that bring politics to life. No other
text weaves into the discussion the important ideas of recent political science
research. The book includes the most comprehensive list of suggested readings
and Internet resources on Congress to date.
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Editorial Review

Review
From the Fifth Edition: "The American Congress by Smith, Roberts, and Vander Wielen is a superb
textbook. I routinely assign it in my undergraduate courses on the U.S. Congress. The Smith textbook is
concise, extremely well conceptualized, argued, and written, and perfectly pitched for undergraduates."
- Sarah Binder, George Washington University

"Smith, Roberts, and Vander Wielen present ideas, not just anecdotes, stories, or mind-numbing facts. They
present the debates, in the literature and within our society, about how we should think about Congress and
its activities. The outcome of these debates, the ideas that win, shape everything from voting to lawmaking to
judicial interpretation of statutes. Nowhere are these ideas so comprehensively laid out as in this textbook.
This is why I use it, and it is the principal advantage that this text has over the competition."
- Mathew D. McCubbins, University of California at San Diego

About the Author
Steven S. Smith is Kate M. Gregg Professor of Social Sciences and Director of the Weidenbaum Center at
Washington University in St. Louis. He has authored or co-authored seven books and many articles on
congressional politics, including Call to Order: Floor Politics in the House and Senate, Party Influence in
Congress, and Politics or Principle: Filibustering in the U.S. Senate, and has coauthored several articles and a
book on Russian parliamentary politics. He is a former Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution and has
taught at the University of Minnesota, Northwestern University, and George Washington University.

Jason M. Roberts is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. His research interests include American politics, the U.S. Congress, elections, and Supreme Court
nominations. He is the co-author of Why Not Parties?: Party Effects in the United States Senate and has
published articles in the American Political Science Review, American Journal of Political Science, and the
Journal of Politics.

Ryan J. Vander Wielen is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Temple University. He was previously a
Fellow in the Political Institutions and Public Choice Program at Michigan State University and at the
Weidenbaum Center at Washington University in St. Louis. He has recently been published in Political
Analysis and Loyola of Los Angeles Law Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The American Congress to read.



Patrick Walker:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you is The American Congress this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage
of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

David Hoag:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of many books in the top list in your reading list is usually The American Congress. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Steven Dillinger:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The American Congress when you essential it?
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