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This book, focusing on the history of religious and political thinking in early
modern Russia, demonstrates that Russia’s path toward enlightenment began
long before Peter the Great’s opening to the West. Examining a broad range of
writings, G. M. Hamburg shows why Russia’s enlightenment constituted a
precondition for the explosive emergence of nineteenth-century writers such as
Fedor Dostoyevsky and Vladimir Soloviev.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This patient and persuasive book is the indispensible prehistory to the Russia we think we know, a country
whose politics constantly disappoints. Hamburg does not whitewash that politics. But he does remind us that
the Kantian values of autonomy, self-mastery, and secular reason are not the only Enlightenment possible;
however imperfectly realized, more potent in Russia have always been the ideals of spiritual illumination and
applied Christian ethics. This is intellectual history at its most empathetic, full of personal stories but without
ever losing its analytic edge.”—Caryl Emerson, Princeton University
(Caryl Emerson)

“This is the first comprehensive, in-depth survey of political thought in Russia from medieval times until the
end of the eighteenth century. Hamburg does not subscribe to the usual interpretation of ever-increasing
secularization and Europeanization. His account is more refined, and more convincing: Western thought
sharpened Russian conceptual categories without completely erasing them. There was an enlightenment, but
an indigenous one. This book will not be surpassed for years.”--Manfred Hildermeier, University of
Göttingen
(Manfred Hildermeier)

"Closely examining every important Russian thinker over a period of more than three hundred years,
including several autocrats, Professor Hamburg has produced a magisterial grand narrative, from which there
emerges a fresh interpretation of the Russian Enlightenment that will have enduring value for students of
Russian intellectual history."-- Derek Offord, University of Bristol
(Derek Offord)

“Among the venerable intellectual histories of Russia that have been written over the last two centuries, this
massive, sweeping book represents the premier contribution of the current era.”—Foreign Affairs
(Foreign Affairs)

“Impressive . . . Hamburg’s discussions of individual thinkers are thorough and compelling, making his book
an effective reference text.”—Choice
(Choice)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Claudia Chittum:

The book Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith, Politics, and Reason, 1500-1801 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith, Politics, and Reason, 1500-1801? A
few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It
is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith,



Politics, and Reason, 1500-1801 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Debra Brunette:

Here thing why that Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith, Politics, and Reason, 1500-1801 are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith,
Politics, and Reason, 1500-1801 giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no guide that similar with Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith, Politics, and
Reason, 1500-1801. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith,
Politics, and Reason, 1500-1801 in e-book can be your alternate.

Pamela Bost:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith,
Politics, and Reason, 1500-1801 can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Verna Krell:

Beside that Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith, Politics, and Reason, 1500-1801 in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Russia's Path toward Enlightenment: Faith, Politics, and Reason,
1500-1801 because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the item? Find this book along with read it from now!
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