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The American debut of one of Granta’s Best Young Spanish-Language
Novelists, My Fathers’ Ghost Is Climbing in the Rain is a daring and deeply
affecting story of one Argentine family’s buried secrets. When a young writer
returns home to visit his dying father, he finds himself drawn into an obsessive
search for a local man gone missing. As the truth—not only about his father but
an entire generation—comes to light, the narrator is forced to confront the ghosts
of Argentina’s dark political past, as well as long-hidden memories about his
own family’s history. Powerful and audacious, this semi-autobiographical novel
is a thoroughly original story of corruption and responsibility, of history and
remembrance, from one of South America’s most important new writers.
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young writer returns home to visit his dying father, he finds himself drawn into an obsessive search for a
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original story of corruption and responsibility, of history and remembrance, from one of South America’s
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Pron’s American debut can best be described as a purposefully fragmented mystery narrative, unconstrained
by the conventions of that or any other genre. Told “in whispers and with laughter and with tears,” it is a
complex look at the legacy and mandate of social struggle in Argentina. A young writer with memory loss
returns home to Argentina to say good-bye to his dying father, a journalist. In reviewing the father’s files, the
son uncovers the older man’s obsession with the disappearance and murder of a local man whose sister was
“disappeared” by the infamous Argentinean military dictatorship in the brutal 1970s. In piecing together the
mystery, the son-narrator learns that his parents led secret lives as leaders of an underground Peronist
resistance movement. This is a melancholy and chilling work of postmodernism, examining family, memory,
and what collective fear does to a society. Pron brilliantly draws a line from individual crime, which interests
few, to the epidemic of “social crime,” which transforms generations. From a major new voice in Spanish
literature, this novel should grant Pron a much-deserved readership in the English-speaking world. --
Jonathan Schwartz

Review
“Enthralling.”
—The New Yorker

“Patricio Pron is an immense talent, a daring writer with an absolutely unique voice. My Fathers’ Ghost Is
Climbing in the Rain is a marvel.” 
—Daniel Alarcón, author of Lost City Radio

“Pron’s novel haunts me. [It] turned my heart upside down. . . . [He] is brilliant on the topic of growing up in
the aftermath of heroic collapse.” 
—Marcela Valdes, The New York Times Book Review

“Startlingly brilliant. . . . As the book progresses Pron’s intense and exquisitely described interiority of the
early parts slowly falls prey to the pull of a personal, communal, and national history that ever more firmly
stakes it claims on the narrator.”
—The Daily Beast

“[A] moving meditation on trauma, memory, and home, beautifully translated. . . . [Pron] probes the
thorniest of ontological and epistemological questions, [and] compellingly displays—as well as
explores—fiction's power to unearth the most deeply buried emotional truths.”
—The Independent (London)

“A riveting story, elegantly translated.”
—Counterpunch

“Radiant and wrenching. You’ll never see Argentina—or fathers or sons or the human soul—the same way
again. . . . A sublime accomplishment.”
—Carolina De Robertis, author of Perla

“Hugely rewarding—and deeply unsettling.” 

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


—New York Journal of Books

“This is a brilliant, unforgettable novel. I was so entertained by Patricio Pron’s inventive, poetic, deranging
sentences that I found myself thinking of Lewis Carroll.” 
—Francisco Goldman, author of Say Her Name

“A beautifully crafted novel, rich in metaphors. . . . My Father’s Ghost Is Climbing in the Rain draws you in
and holds your attention. . . . Pron paints a vivid picture of the aftermath of Argentina’s tortured recent
history.”
—Washington Independent Review of Books

“This is an extraordinary book, and Pron is an extraordinarily gifted writer.” 
—KUER radio (Salt Lake City)

“A modern masterpiece written with beauty and purpose—this is a novel about everything that most matters
in the world.” 
—Deborah Levy, author of Swimming Home

“With subtle intelligence, poetic insight, and exquisite style, My Fathers’ Ghost Is Climbing in the
Rain confirms Pron’s position as one of the finest novelists writing in Spanish today.” 
—Alberto Manguel, author of All Men Are Liars

“Deeply affecting.” 
—Metro (UK)

“A moving exploration of guilt and memory, and an unflinching study of what History can do to us. Pron
opens his eyes where the rest of us would rather close them and keep them closed.” 
—Juan Gabriel Vásquez, author of The Informers

“From a major new voice in Spanish literature, this novel should grant Pron a much-deserved readership in
the English-speaking world. . . . A melancholy and chilling work of postmodernism, examining family,
memory, and what collective fear does to a society.” 
—Booklist

“Pron has stitched the experiences of the activists, their survivors, and those who came later into a narrative
that ties the individual to collective memory and a family’s history to a nation’s.”
—Publishers Weekly

About the Author
Patricio Pron, born in 1975, is the author of three story collections and four previous novels, and he also
works as a translator and critic. His fiction has appeared in Granta, Zoetrope: All-Story and The Paris
Review, and has received numerous prizes, including the Juan Rulfo Short Story Prize and the Jaén Novel
Prize. He lives in Madrid.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Marie Michael:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book My Fathers' Ghost Is Climbing in the Rain: A Novel. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new
book My Fathers' Ghost Is Climbing in the Rain: A Novel. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Elmer Pereira:

The book My Fathers' Ghost Is Climbing in the Rain: A Novel give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book My Fathers'
Ghost Is Climbing in the Rain: A Novel to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like available and read a publication My Fathers' Ghost Is Climbing in the Rain: A Novel. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

David Lussier:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This My Fathers' Ghost Is
Climbing in the Rain: A Novel is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mary Banks:

You can find this My Fathers' Ghost Is Climbing in the Rain: A Novel by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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