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George Eliot's Victorian masterpiece: a magnificent portrait of a provincial
town and its inhabitants

George Eliot’s novel, Middlemarch: A Study of Provincial Life, explores a
fictional nineteenth-century Midlands town in the midst of modern changes. The
proposed Reform Bill promises political change; the building of railroads alters
both the physical and cultural landscape; new scientific approaches to medicine
incite public division; and scandal lurks behind respectability. The quiet drama of
ordinary lives and flawed choices are played out in the complexly portrayed
central characters of the novel—the idealistic Dorothea Brooke; the ambitious
Dr. Lydgate; the spendthrift Fred Vincy; and the steadfast Mary Garth. The
appearance of two outsiders further disrupts the town’s equilibrium—Will
Ladislaw, the spirited nephew of Dorothea’s husband, the Rev. Edward
Casaubon, and the sinister John Raffles, who threatens to expose the hidden past
of one of the town’s elite. Middlemarch displays George Eliot’s clear-eyed yet
humane understanding of characters caught up in the mysterious unfolding of
self-knowledge. This Penguin Classics edition uses the second edition of 1874
and features an introduction and notes by Eliot-biographer Rosemary Ashton. In
her introduction, Ashton discusses themes of social change in Middlemarch, and
examines the novel as an imaginative embodiment of Eliot's humanist beliefs.

For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Though not out of print, this popular title is being added to the venerable "Modern Library" line to coincide
with a PBS Masterpiece Theatre miniseries. Along with the full text, this edition includes an introduction by
A.S. Byatt. All that for $15 makes this a bargain.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"One of the few English novels written for grown-up people" -- Virginia Woolf

"The most profound, wise and absorbing of English novels...and, above all, truthful and forgiving about
human behavior." -- Hermione Lee

From the Publisher
Founded in 1906 by J.M. Dent, the Everyman Library has always tried to make the best books ever written
available to the greatest number of people at the lowest possible price. Unique editorial features that help
Everyman Paperback Classics stand out from the crowd include: a leading scholar or literary critic's
introduction to the text, a biography of the author, a chronology of her or his life and times, a historical
selection of criticism, and a concise plot summary. All books published since 1993 have also been
completely restyled: all type has been reset, to offer a clarity and ease of reading unique among editions of
the classics; a vibrant, full-color cover design now complements these great texts with beautiful
contemporary works of art. But the best feature must be Everyman's uniquely low price. Each Everyman title
offers these extensive materials at a price that competes with the most inexpensive editions on the market-but
Everyman Paperbacks have durable binding, quality paper, and the highest editorial and scholarly standards.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adria Jenkins:

Here thing why this particular Middlemarch (Penguin Classics) are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content
is as delicious as food or not. Middlemarch (Penguin Classics) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Middlemarch (Penguin
Classics). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of Middlemarch (Penguin Classics) in e-book can be your choice.

Thomas Krieg:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you



want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Middlemarch (Penguin Classics) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Gary Johnson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Middlemarch
(Penguin Classics) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Middlemarch (Penguin Classics)is the main of several books this everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Scott Smith:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Middlemarch (Penguin Classics) why because the amazing cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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