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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

"Leonardo of Pisa's Liber Abaci (Book of Calculation) is one of the most important books in the history of
European mathematics. Leonardo learned his mathematics from the Islamic mathematical tradition (some
have even argued that he should be considered part of that tradition), but he wrote his books in Latin. As a
result, he became one of the most important mediators of that tradition to European readers.

The Liber Abaci focused on "calculation." From our point of view, most of the contents are either arithmetic
or algebra. It starts off with an extensive and detailed discussion of the use of "the nine Indian figures" to
represent numbers and to perform arithmetical operations with them. The "nine figures" are, of course, 1, 2,
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, with 0 being treated as a separate sign. The book then goes on to deal with a large
number of problems that we would describe as algebraic. Most of these reduce to linear equations (this
includes systems of linear equations and also linear diophantine equations). The final chapter discusses
quadratic equations. All of this is done, of course, without any sort of algebraic symbolism.

As Heinz Lueneberg has pointed out in a recent issue of FOCUS, this is an amazing book, and it is somewhat
frustrating that we had to wait for the 800th anniversary of its original publication to see an English
translation. But here it is at last, the Liber Abaci in English. It is now possible for mathematicians who are
interested in history to read it, and for students to read portions of it in their history courses.

One final comment: attentive readers will note that the name "Fibonacci" does not occur in this brief review.
That is because Leonardo never used that name: it is a nickname given to him by a 19th century historian of
mathematics. I'm enough of a purist to want to refer to Leonardo as he referred to himself: Leonardo of Pisa,
of the Bonacci family. He was a great mathematician, and here is an accessible and readable edition of his
most famous book. Don't miss the opportunity to get a copy."

MAA Online, March 2003

"The Liber abaci of Leonardo Pisano (today commonly called Fibonacci) is one of the fundamental works of
European mathematics. No other book did more to establish the basic framework of arithmetic and algebra as
they developed in the Western world.

…its position as the only modern text of this fundamental work will make this translation an essential part of
any collection in the history of mathematics."

MathSciNet

" . . . Even the Latin original has been hard to find outside the rare book room . . . But now this cornerstone
of mathematical culture has finally become widely available with the appearance of Fibonacci’s ‘Liber
Abaci’: A Translation into Modern English of Leonardo Pisano’s Book of Calculation."



AMERICAN SCIENTIST

"This book is the translation of Baldassarre Boncompagni’s Latin edition published in Rome in 1857. This is
the first and so far the only translation to a modern language of an important rarity. … The titles of the
chapters describe the topics quite well. … this important book should be on the shelves of anyone interested
in history, culture, mathematics and the interaction of these basic human values." (Peter Hajnal, Acta
Scientiarum Mathematicarum, Vol. 70, 2004)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Latin

From the Back Cover

First published in 1202, Fibonacci's Liber abaci was one of the most important books on mathematics in the
Middle Ages, introducing Arabic numerals and methods throughout Europe. Though it is known as an
introduction to the Hindu number system and the algorithms of arithmetic that children now learn in grade
school, "Liber abaci" is much more: an encyclopaedia of thirteenth-century mathematics, both theoretical
and practical. It develops the tools rigorously, establishing them with Euclidean geometric proofs, and then
shows how to apply them to all kinds of situations in business and trade - conversion of measures and
currency, allocations of profit, computation of interest, alloying of currencies, and so forth. It is rigorous
mathematics, well applied, and vividly described.

From the reviews:

...this is an amazing book, and it is somewhat frustrating that we had to wait for the 800th anniversary of its
original publication to see an English translation. But here it is at last, the Liber Abaci in English. It is now
possible for mathematicians who are interested in history to read it, and for students to read portions of it in
their history courses...[Fibonacci] was a great mathematician, and here is an accessible and readable edition
of his most famous book. Don't miss the opportunity to get a copy.

Fernando Q. Gouvea, MAA Online

The Liber abbaci of Leonardo Pisano (today commonly called Fibonacci) is one of the fundamental works of
European mathematics. No other book did more to establish the basic framework of arithmetic and algebra as
they developed in the Western world...its position as the only modern text of this fundamental work will
make this translation an essential part of any collection in the history of mathematics.

- Warren Van Egmond, Mathematical Reviews

...Even the Latin original has been hard to find outside the rare book room...But now this cornerstone of
mathematical culture has finally become widely available with the appearance of Fibonacci's 'Liber Abaci': A
Translation into Modern English of Leonardo Pisano's Book of Calculation.



- American Scientist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie Cornish:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Fibonacci’s Liber Abaci: A Translation into Modern
English of Leonardo Pisano’s Book of Calculation (Sources and Studies in the History of Mathematics and
Physical Sciences). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important some sort of book Fibonacci’s Liber Abaci: A Translation into Modern English of Leonardo
Pisano’s Book of Calculation (Sources and Studies in the History of Mathematics and Physical Sciences).
You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can
open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's read.

Jose Rosales:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Fibonacci’s Liber Abaci: A Translation into Modern English of
Leonardo Pisano’s Book of Calculation (Sources and Studies in the History of Mathematics and Physical
Sciences) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Martha Robertson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Fibonacci’s Liber Abaci:
A Translation into Modern English of Leonardo Pisano’s Book of Calculation (Sources and Studies in the
History of Mathematics and Physical Sciences) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.

Joan Naylor:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but



nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Fibonacci’s Liber Abaci: A Translation into Modern English of Leonardo Pisano’s Book of
Calculation (Sources and Studies in the History of Mathematics and Physical Sciences) can make you feel
more interested to read.
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