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With a fine-tuned ethnographic sensibility, Janis H. Jenkins explores the lived
experience of psychosis, trauma, and depression among people of diverse cultural
orientations, revealing how mental illness engages fundamental human processes
of self, desire, gender, identity, attachment, and interpretation. Extraordinary
Conditions illuminates the cultural shaping of extreme psychological suffering
and the social rendering of the mentally ill as nonhuman or not fully human.

Jenkins contends that mental illness is better characterized in terms of struggle
than symptoms and that culture is central to all aspects of mental illness from
onset to recovery. Her analysis refashions the boundaries between the ordinary
and the extraordinary, the routine and the extreme, and the healthy and the
pathological. This book asserts that the study of mental illness is indispensable to
the anthropological understanding of culture and experience, and reciprocally
that understanding culture and experience is critical to the study of mental illness.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This extraordinary book will be relevant to all who are interested in medical anthropology, psychiatry, and
health studies. . . . Highly recommended."
(CHOICE Connect 2016-05-01)

"Provocative and ethnographically rich . . . Her book and her arguments are of paramount importance for
anthropology, psychiatry and public health as we struggle to improve care for people facing extraordinary
conditions, and its encapsulation in a single volume offers an unmatched resource for teaching and research
design in these areas."
(Ethos 2016-12-01)

"Comfortably traversing the boundaries between anthropology and psychiatry, Jenkins seeks to contextualize
what is known as mental illness, taking it beyond the elicitation of symptoms to broader realms of subjective
meaning situated within sociocultural influences.... This book is an intellectually engaged yet passionate
quest to examine these influences in lives as lived."
(American Anthropologist)

About the Author

Janis H. Jenkins is a psychological/medical anthropologist at the University of California, San Diego, and
an internationally recognized scholar in the field of culture and mental health.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Extraordinary Conditions: Culture and Experience in Mental
Illness.

Joyce Jacobs:

The particular book Extraordinary Conditions: Culture and Experience in Mental Illness has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored



by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Melissa Peterson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Extraordinary Conditions:
Culture and Experience in Mental Illness as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Extraordinary Conditions: Culture and Experience in Mental
Illness to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

James Sirois:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Extraordinary
Conditions: Culture and Experience in Mental Illness.
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