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This definitive account of the Gulf War relates the previously untold story of the
U.S. war with Iraq in the early 1990s. The author follows the 42-day war from
thefirst night to the final day, providing vivid accounts of bombing runs, White
House strategy sessions, firefights, and bitter internal conflicts.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Atkinson ( The Long Gray Line) here writes an engrossing account of the actions and utterances of those
who directed and fought in the Persian Gulf War. He also provides a thorough analysis of diplomatic and
political aspects of the conflict. Rich in pertinent details, the powerful narrative leaps nimbly from
Washington to Riyadh, from Baghdad to Kuwait City, and to various battle sites across the sands.
Expectedly, the book's dominant personality is General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, whose operatic rages are
here shown to be an integral element of his command style. Atkinson defends the much-maligned VI Corps
commander, Gen. Fred Franks, against Schwarzkopf's "unfair and unwarranted" criticism. The basic tactical
decisions are all here, but the author also addresses the broader issues such as the true effectiveness of the air
war, what role the Vietham War played in Desert Shield/Desert Storm (" For Norman Schwarzkopf and his
lieutenants, this war lasted not six weeks but twenty years"), and passes judgment on the reality-testing of the
U.S. Army AirLand Battle doctrine. Photos. 75,000 first printing; first serial to the Washington Post; History
Book Club main selection; author tour.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This interesting account of the 1991 Persian Gulf War by a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter features a number
of original observations about the conduct of the war. For example, Atkinson discloses that the Bush
administration allowed navy warshipsto fire cruise missiles covertly over Iran against Iragi targets. Among
his other disclosures are the use of napalm and fuel air explosives on Iragi infantry positions and the
suggestion by Air Force Brig. Gen. Buster Glosson to use small nuclear weapons against Iragi targets.
Atkinson is extremely critical of Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf's behavior. Although Schwarzkopf is credited
with being an accomplished military strategist, he is portrayed as someone who abused and publicly
denigrated his subordinates and who appeared to be in a near-constant state of rage. Recommended for
general readers. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 6/15/93.

- Nader Entessar, Spring Hill Coll. , Mobile, Ala.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Exhaustive, albeit consistently absorbing, record of the 42- day Gulf War that offers fresh, often startling,
perspectives on the planning and conduct of what the author characterizes as "a brilliant slaughter.”
Focusing almost entirely on military operations, Pulitzer- winning Washington Post correspondent Atkinson
(The Long Gray Line, 1989) provides a chronological account of how the US-led coalition liberated Kuwait.
In the course of doing so, he discloses that Stormin' Norman Schwarzkopf could be an imperious martinet
given to volcanic rages that not only cowed subordinates but also disturbed superiors (including Defense
Secretary Richard Cheyney), who considered relieving him. The author also includes new details on, among
other matters, how Washington persuaded I srael to eschew retaliation for Scud strikes; the aerial assault on
Baghdad's Al Firdes bunker (which killed over 200 civilians and led to restrictions on strategic bombing); the
hit-or-miss efforts of allied navies to clear mines from important waterways; disputes between intelligence
agencies as to damage assessments; secret routes flown by US missiles on their way to enemy targets; the
command decision to halt arout short of annihilation; and the post-ceasefire action that decimated a fleeing
Republican Guard division. Atkinson's episodic narrative also affords a coherent log of the successful
air/sealland campaign to oust Saddam from Kuwait. He recounts the contributions of the hang-loose French
and British contingents, and unobtrusively puts crucial Gulf engagementsin clearer context with allusionsto



feats of arms from the distant and recent past. Nor does Atkinson fail to point out that the professionalism
displayed in achieving a deliberately limited triumph at a modest cost in casualties all but erased the stigma
left by US involvement in Vietnam. Military history of avery high order. (Photos and maps--not seen) (First
printing of 75,000; first serial to The Washington Post; Main Selection of the History Book Club) --
Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alta Favors:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War book is readable
through you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
involving Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War content conveys objective easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the
form of it. So, do you still thinking Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Rosie Zimmer man:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Crusade: The Untold Story of the
Persian Gulf War iskind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Timothy Kahle:

The guide untitled Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War isthe e-book that recommended to
you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.

Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

Raymond Nelson:

Y ou can find this Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf War by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and



searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It

is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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