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Oxford Legal Philosophy publishes the best new work in philosophically-
oriented legal theory. It commissions and solicits monographs in all branches of
the subject, including works on philosophical issues in all areas of public and
private law, and in the national, transnational, and international realms; studies of
the nature of law, legal institutions, and legal reasoning; treatments of problems
in political morality as they bear on law; and explorations in the nature and
development of legal philosophy itself. The series represents diverse traditions of
thought but always with an emphasis on rigor and originality. It sets the standard
in contemporary jurisprudence.

This book shows that civil disobedience is generally more defensible than private
conscientious objection.

Part I explores the morality of conviction and conscience. Each of these concepts
informs a distinct argument for civil disobedience. The conviction argument
begins with the communicative principle of conscientiousness (CPC). According
to the CPC, having a conscientious moral conviction means not just acting
consistently with our beliefs and judging ourselves and others by a common
moral standard. It also means not seeking to evade the consequences of our
beliefs and being willing to communicate them to others. The conviction
argument shows that, as a constrained, communicative practice, civil
disobedience has a better claim than private objection does to the protections that
liberal societies give to conscientious dissent. This view reverses the standard
liberal picture which sees private 'conscientious' objection as a modest act of
personal belief and civil disobedience as a strategic, undemocratic act whose
costs are only sometimes worth bearing.

The conscience argument is narrower and shows that genuinely morally
responsive civil disobedience honors the best of our moral responsibilities and is
protected by a duty-based moral right of conscience.

Part II translates the conviction argument and conscience argument into two legal
defenses. The first is a demands-of-conviction defense. The second is a necessity
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defense. Both of these defenses apply more readily to civil disobedience than to
private disobedience. Part II also examines lawful punishment, showing that,
even when punishment is justifiable, civil disobedients have a moral right not to
be punished.
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Oxford Legal Philosophy publishes the best new work in philosophically-oriented legal theory. It
commissions and solicits monographs in all branches of the subject, including works on philosophical issues
in all areas of public and private law, and in the national, transnational, and international realms; studies of
the nature of law, legal institutions, and legal reasoning; treatments of problems in political morality as they
bear on law; and explorations in the nature and development of legal philosophy itself. The series represents
diverse traditions of thought but always with an emphasis on rigor and originality. It sets the standard in
contemporary jurisprudence.

This book shows that civil disobedience is generally more defensible than private conscientious objection.

Part I explores the morality of conviction and conscience. Each of these concepts informs a distinct argument
for civil disobedience. The conviction argument begins with the communicative principle of
conscientiousness (CPC). According to the CPC, having a conscientious moral conviction means not just
acting consistently with our beliefs and judging ourselves and others by a common moral standard. It also
means not seeking to evade the consequences of our beliefs and being willing to communicate them to
others. The conviction argument shows that, as a constrained, communicative practice, civil disobedience has
a better claim than private objection does to the protections that liberal societies give to conscientious
dissent. This view reverses the standard liberal picture which sees private 'conscientious' objection as a
modest act of personal belief and civil disobedience as a strategic, undemocratic act whose costs are only
sometimes worth bearing.

The conscience argument is narrower and shows that genuinely morally responsive civil disobedience honors
the best of our moral responsibilities and is protected by a duty-based moral right of conscience.

Part II translates the conviction argument and conscience argument into two legal defenses. The first is a
demands-of-conviction defense. The second is a necessity defense. Both of these defenses apply more
readily to civil disobedience than to private disobedience. Part II also examines lawful punishment, showing
that, even when punishment is justifiable, civil disobedients have a moral right not to be punished.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In Conscience and Conviction: The Case for Civil Disobedience, Kimberly Brownlee provides a strong,
well-argued theoretical justification of conscientious objection and civil disobedience... It is noteworthy that
Brownlee's careful consideration of numerous objections and her well-reasoned replies clearly demonstrates
her deep commitment to scholarly dialogue." - Mark Wicclair, Journal of Moral Philosophy
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Quentin Ryan:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Conscience and Conviction: The Case for Civil
Disobedience (Oxford Legal Philosophy). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important some sort of book Conscience and Conviction: The Case for Civil
Disobedience (Oxford Legal Philosophy). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ricky Burnham:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is



reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Conscience and
Conviction: The Case for Civil Disobedience (Oxford Legal Philosophy) book as nice and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

George Privette:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Conscience and Conviction: The
Case for Civil Disobedience (Oxford Legal Philosophy) book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

David Fulton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Conscience and
Conviction: The Case for Civil Disobedience (Oxford Legal Philosophy) which is getting the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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