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Seminar paper from the year 1998 in the subject American Studies - Literature,
grade: 2, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (FB05 Englisches Seminar),
course: The City in American Literature and Culture, language: English, abstract:
This paper will be concerned with the possible ways of construction of identity or
the loss of identity - particularly the African American identity - in the modern
metropolisasit is described in August Wilson's play Ma Rainey's Black Bottom.
Which ways to construct a proper identity present themselvesto the charactersin
the play and what will happen when they fail to acknowledge and accept these
ways? In thisregard, | will examine the relevance of music, society, and
Christian religion. Chapter Two will show that it is essential for the
understanding of the alienation of the individual, in this case specifically the
dienation of the African American musician, to take into consideration the
differences between rural South and urban North and the different kinds of music
connected to them. From the contrast of South and North, i.e. rural and urban
springs the conflict between the old, down-home blues and the new, urban blues,
which will later become swing or jazz respectively. The chapter will further
address the question which impact this conflict will have on the life scripts of the
individual characters. Moreover, the connection between the musician, his
instrument, and the music will be examined and explained. Chapter Three will
explore the various facets of alienation and their respective sourcesin more
detail. Moreover, it will identify and further illuminate possible ways of forming
identity and which processes endanger and impede the formation of identity.
Therefore, it isfirst necessary to diagnose how Wilson and his characters' actions
describe the urban environment. Do these actions benefit or harm the formation
of identity or do they promote alienation? Can music, religion, or ancestral
awareness help the city-dwel
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Vu:

The book African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom to get your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or

all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve African American
Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this reserve?

Emily Sandlin:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name African American
Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom suitable to you? The book was written by
popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled African American Identity in the City in August
Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottomis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so al of people
can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide range of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

BessMalloy:

The particular book African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma Rainey's Black Bottom has
alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Karen Lambert:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you areride on
and with addition of knowledge. Even you love African American Identity in the City in August Wilson's Ma



Rainey's Black Bottom, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to missit? What
kind of hangout typeisit? Oh serioudy its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
called reading friends.
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