
6,000 Years of Housing (Revised and
Expanded Edition)

By Norbert Schoenauer

6,000 Years of Housing (Revised and Expanded Edition) By Norbert
Schoenauer

The fascinating evolution of house forms from the Stone Age to the present.

[T]his fascinating survey...any designer or builder who deals with housing would
find a use for this book.' ?Fine Homebuilding

'This is as essential reference to anyone in the field of housing, beautifully
illustrated in the hand of the author.' ?Moshe Safdie and Associates, Inc.

Part architecture, part history, and part anthropology, this encyclopedic book
limns the story of housing around the world from the pre-urban dwellings of
nomadic, semi-nomadic, and sedentary agricultural societies to the present.
Ancient urban dwellings were inward-looking, ranged around a courtyard. Until
fairly recently, these dwelling types survived in indigenous urban house forms in
the Islamic world, India, China, and the Iberian peninsula and Latin America.
After the collapse of the Roman Empire, however, outward-looking house forms
replaced the ancient form in most of Europe and the New World.

In the Middle Ages houses served both as homes and as places of work, but
gradually the domestic and business lives of the inhabitants became separate. In
the wake of the Industrial Revolution, profound changes in the residential
development of the western world occurred: housing became segregated along
socioeconomic lines and dwelling types polarized, with low-density, single-
family houses at one extreme, and tall, high-density, multifamily tenements and
apartments at the other. Side effects of America’s automobile-intensive suburban
dream housing include inefficient land use, pollution, and urban decay. 6,000
Years of Housing chronicles how this came about, and suggests solutions based
on a rich variety of historical precedents.
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The fascinating evolution of house forms from the Stone Age to the present.

[T]his fascinating survey...any designer or builder who deals with housing would find a use for this book.'
?Fine Homebuilding

'This is as essential reference to anyone in the field of housing, beautifully illustrated in the hand of the
author.' ?Moshe Safdie and Associates, Inc.

Part architecture, part history, and part anthropology, this encyclopedic book limns the story of housing
around the world from the pre-urban dwellings of nomadic, semi-nomadic, and sedentary agricultural
societies to the present. Ancient urban dwellings were inward-looking, ranged around a courtyard. Until
fairly recently, these dwelling types survived in indigenous urban house forms in the Islamic world, India,
China, and the Iberian peninsula and Latin America. After the collapse of the Roman Empire, however,
outward-looking house forms replaced the ancient form in most of Europe and the New World.

In the Middle Ages houses served both as homes and as places of work, but gradually the domestic and
business lives of the inhabitants became separate. In the wake of the Industrial Revolution, profound changes
in the residential development of the western world occurred: housing became segregated along
socioeconomic lines and dwelling types polarized, with low-density, single-family houses at one extreme,
and tall, high-density, multifamily tenements and apartments at the other. Side effects of America’s
automobile-intensive suburban dream housing include inefficient land use, pollution, and urban decay. 6,000
Years of Housing chronicles how this came about, and suggests solutions based on a rich variety of historical
precedents.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Accessible not only to the architectural community . . . but to anyone with a passion for housing . . . issues
are expressed clearly, and details serve a larger context.” (Elizabeth MacKenzie, MAIBC - APT Bulletin:
The Journal of Preservation Technology)

About the Author
Norbert Schoenauer is Macdonald Emeritus Professor of Architecture at McGill University. He lives in
Montreal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Arnett:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible 6,000 Years of
Housing (Revised and Expanded Edition)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Joseph Tucker:

The event that you get from 6,000 Years of Housing (Revised and Expanded Edition) is a more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but 6,000 Years of Housing (Revised and Expanded Edition)
giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of 6,000 Years of Housing
(Revised and Expanded Edition) instantly.

Suk Barry:

The book untitled 6,000 Years of Housing (Revised and Expanded Edition) contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go



through.

Robin Bone:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the
book 6,000 Years of Housing (Revised and Expanded Edition) we can take more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book 6,000 Years of Housing (Revised and
Expanded Edition). You can more desirable than now.
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