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The symbolism and use of the number twelve in organizing ancient societies

• Connects the zodiac, the twelve months of the year, and the political divisions
of ancient nations

• Explores the sacred geography of ancient landscapes in Europe and Israel

Throughout the world--in countries as far apart as China, Ireland, Iceland, and
Madagascar--there survive records and traditions of whole nations being divided
into twelve tribes and twelve regions, each corresponding to one of the twelve
signs of the zodiac and to one of the twelve months of the year. Best known are
the twelve tribes of Israel under King Solomon, but there have been many others.
Wherever they occur, they are associated with an ideal social order and a golden
age of humanity.

Exploring examples of these twelve-tribe societies, John Michell and Christine
Rhone explain the blueprint for this organizational structure and look at the
musical, mythological, and astronomical enchantments that kept these societies
in harmony with the cosmos. They also examine the astrological landscapes of
classical Greece, the aligned St. Michael sanctuaries of Europe, and the true site
and function of the Temple in Jerusalem. They show that the sacred geography of
these sites was part of an ancient code of knowledge that produced harmony
between nature and humanity and is as relevant to our present and future as it
was to our past.
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Editorial Review

Review
“. . . an enjoyable romp through the collective memory of tribe, myth, sacred landscapes and the deep
memories of a past golden age.” (EarthRites.org, May 2011)

“John Michell and Christine Rhone’s book combines vision and tradition to produce a comprehensive guide
to what they term ‘the science of enchanting the landscape,’ as practiced across the ancient world. Their
book is indispensable to anyone seeking an understanding of the way in which the threads of astrology,
cosmology, number, and music were combined, in many countries and at many different periods, to provide
a design for the fabric of society.” (Pete Stewart, author of The Spiritual Science of the Stars)

“In this fascinating book, John Michell and Christine Rhone have assembled overwhelming evidence for the
existence of a vast, ancient, mystical science of number and astrological geometry that once encompassed the
entire earth.” (Herbert Bangs, author of The Return of Sacred Architecture)

“This is a key text on how sacred number once shaped human societies before the onset of modernity.
Twelve-Tribe Nations reveals numerical and geometrical recipes underlying the ancient practice of the
‘enchantment’ of landscapes and cultures, which stands in contrast to the exploitation of modern landscapes
and citizens.” (Richard Heath, author of Sacred Number and the Origins of Civilization and Matrix of
Creation)

From the Back Cover
ANCIENT MYSTERIES / SACRED GEOMETRY
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to what they term ‘the science of enchanting the landscape,’ as practiced across the ancient world. Their
book is indispensable to anyone seeking an understanding of the way in which the threads of astrology,
cosmology, number, and music were combined, in many countries and at many different periods, to provide
a design for the fabric of society.”
--Pete Stewart, author of The Spiritual Science of the Stars

Throughout the world--in countries as far apart as China, Ireland, Iceland, and Madagascar--there survive
records and traditions of whole nations being divided into twelve tribes and twelve regions, each
corresponding to one of the twelve signs of the zodiac and to one of the twelve months of the year. Best
known are the twelve tribes of Israel under King Solomon, but there have been many others. Wherever they
occur, they are associated with an ideal social order and a golden age of humanity.

Exploring examples of these twelve-tribe societies, John Michell and Christine Rhone explain the blueprint
for this organizational structure and look at the musical, mythological, and astronomical enchantments that
kept these societies in harmony with the cosmos. They also examine the astrological landscapes of classical
Greece, the aligned St. Michael sanctuaries of Europe, and the true site and function of the Temple in
Jerusalem. They show that the sacred geography of these sites was part of an ancient code of knowledge that
produced harmony between nature and humanity and is as relevant to our present and future as it was to our
past.



JOHN MICHELL, educated at Eton and Cambridge, is the pioneer researcher and specialist in the field of
ancient, traditional science. He is the author of more than 25 books that have profoundly influenced modern
thinking, including The Dimensions of Paradise, The New View over Atlantis, and Secrets of the Stones. He
lives in London. CHRISTINE RHONE is an artist and writer with a special interest in landscape symbolism.
The translator of several important works, including Jacques Le Goff’s Saint Francis of Assisi, Antoine
Faivre’s Theosophy, Imagination, Tradition, and Jean Richer’s Sacred Geography of the Ancient Greeks, she
lives in London.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

The book Twelve-Tribe Nations: Sacred Number and the Golden Age make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Twelve-Tribe Nations: Sacred Number and the Golden Age to be your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Twelve-Tribe Nations: Sacred Number and the Golden
Age. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Kathleen Owens:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Twelve-Tribe Nations: Sacred
Number and the Golden Age that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Twelve-Tribe Nations: Sacred Number and the
Golden Age become your own personal starter.

Ricky Hayes:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of



book Twelve-Tribe Nations: Sacred Number and the Golden Age. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

David Smith:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Twelve-Tribe Nations: Sacred Number and
the Golden Age to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book
and learn it. Beside that the guide Twelve-Tribe Nations: Sacred Number and the Golden Age can to be your
friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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