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Vice Admiral Stockdale was on active duty in the navy for thirty-seven years. As
a fighter pilot operating from an aircraft carrier, he was shot down over North
Vietnam in 1965. As the senior naval officer among the prisoners of war in
Hanoi for seven and a half years, he was tortured fifteen times, put in leg irons
for two years, and confined in solitary for four years. This experience was the
crucible for his philosophical thought on issues of character, leadership, integrity,
personal and public virtue, and ethics. Much of his philosophy is drawn from the
stoic philosophers, especially Epictetus, whom he had read before his capture.
The selections in this volume converge around the central theme of how man can
rise with dignity to prevail in the face of adversitylessons just as valid for the
challenges of present-day life as they were for the author's Vietnam experience.
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Editorial Review

Review
"No fair-minded reader can depart these pages without deep admirations for Stockdale and for the stoic
philosophy he propounds...This is a book to be read, pondered, and cherished."

"It is difficult to do justice to this important, informative, and well-documented book. It is a monument to
scholarship."

About the Author
Vice Admiral James Stockdale, a senior research fellow at the Hoover Institution, served in the navy from
1947 to 1979, beginning as a test pilot and instructor at Patuxent River, Maryland, and spending two years as
a graduate student at Stanford University. He became a fighter pilot and was shot down on his second
combat tour over North Vietnam, becoming a prisoner of war for eight years, four in solitary confinement.
The highest-ranking naval officer held during the Vietnam War, he was tortured fifteen times and put in leg
irons for two years. His books include Thoughts of a Philosophical Fighter Pilot (1995, Hoover Institution
Press) and In Love and War (second revised and updated edition, 1990, U.S. Naval Institute Press),
coauthored with his wife, Sybil. In early 1987, a dramatic presentation of In Love and War was viewed by
more than 45 million viewers on NBC television.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

The book Thoughts of a Philosophical Fighter Pilot: 431 (Hoover Institution Press Publication) make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading
through a book Thoughts of a Philosophical Fighter Pilot: 431 (Hoover Institution Press Publication) being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a e-book Thoughts of a
Philosophical Fighter Pilot: 431 (Hoover Institution Press Publication). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Marvin Murphy:

Here thing why that Thoughts of a Philosophical Fighter Pilot: 431 (Hoover Institution Press Publication) are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Thoughts of a Philosophical Fighter Pilot:
431 (Hoover Institution Press Publication) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Thoughts of a Philosophical Fighter Pilot: 431
(Hoover Institution Press Publication). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is



having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Thoughts of a Philosophical Fighter Pilot:
431 (Hoover Institution Press Publication) in e-book can be your substitute.

Jessica Adkins:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Thoughts of a Philosophical Fighter Pilot:
431 (Hoover Institution Press Publication), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Steven Green:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Thoughts of a Philosophical Fighter Pilot: 431 (Hoover Institution Press Publication)
when you desired it?
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