The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and
Importance of Fairy Tales

By Bruno Bettelheim

Read Online ©

The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales By
Bruno Bettelheim

Winner of the National Book Award and National Book Critics Circle
Award

"A charming book about enchantment, a profound book about fairy tales."—John
Updike, The New York Times Book Review

Bruno Bettelheim was one of the great child psychologists of the twentieth
century and perhaps none of his books has been more influential than this
revelatory study of fairy tales and their universal importance in understanding
childhood devel opment.

Analyzing awide range of traditional stories, from the tales of Sindbad to “ The
Three Little Pigs,” “Hansel and Gretel,” and “ The Sleeping Beauty,” Bettelheim
shows how the fantastical, sometimes cruel, but always deeply significant
narrative strands of the classic fairy tales can aid in our greatest human task, that
of finding meaning for one'slife.
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"A charming book about enchantment, a profound book about fairy tales."—John Updike, The New York
Times Book Review

Bruno Bettelheim was one of the great child psychologists of the twentieth century and perhaps none of his
books has been more influential than this revelatory study of fairy tales and their universal importance in
understanding childhood development.

Analyzing awide range of traditional stories, from the tales of Sindbad to “The Three Little Pigs,” “Hansel
and Gretel,” and “ The Sleeping Beauty,” Bettelheim shows how the fantastical, sometimes cruel, but always
deeply significant narrative strands of the classic fairy tales can aid in our greatest human task, that of
finding meaning for one'slife.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Bettelheim argues convincingly that fairy tales provide a unique way for children to come to terms with the
dilemmas of their inner lives.” —The Atlantic

“A charming book about enchantment, a profound book about fairy tales.” —John Updike, The New York
Times Book Review

“A splendid achievement, brimming with useful ideas, with insights into how young children read and
understand, and most of all overflowing with a realistic optimism and with an experienced and therapeutic
good will.” —Harold Bloom, The New York Review of Books

“Provocative and persuasive.” —Boston Globe

From the Trade Paperback edition.

From the Inside Flap
The great child psychologist gives us a moving revelation of the enormous and irreplaceable value of fairy
tales - how they educate, support and liberate the emotions of children.

About the Author

Bruno Bettelheim was born in Viennain 1903. He received his doctorate at the University of Vienna and
cameto Americain 1939, after ayear in the concentration camps of Dachau and Buchenwald. He was a
Distinguished Professor of Education and Professor of both psychology and psychiatry at the University of
Chicago. He died in 1990.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Matthew M cDanidl:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy
Tales. Try to stumble through book The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales
asyour pal. It meansthat it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience
and knowledge with this book.



Wayne Martin:

The book The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading abook The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Talesto become your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or al subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like start and read a guide The Uses of
Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopediaor others. So, how do you think about this publication?

Vincent Mirees:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Uses of
Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Talesthat give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for peopleto
know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and
Importance of Fairy Tales become your own personal starter.

Herman Pendergrass.

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media socia
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales when you desired it?
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