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For two years, Rubén Gaztambide-Fernadndez shared the life of what he calls the
“Weston School,” an elite New England boarding school. He sat in on classes,
ate mealsin the dining halls, cheered at sporting events, hung out in dorms while
students baked cookies or celebrated birthdays. And through it all, observing the
experiences of adiverse group of students, conducting interviews and focus
groups, he developed a nuanced portrait of how these students make sense of
their extraordinary good fortune in attending the school.

Vividly describing the pastoral landscape and graceful buildings, the rich variety
of classes and activities, and the official and unofficial rulesthat define the
school, The Best of the Best reveals a small world of deeply ambitious, intensely
pressured students. Some are on scholarship, others have never met a public
school student, but all feel they have earned their place as a“Westonian” by
being smart and working hard. Weston is afamily, they declare, with aniche for
everyone, but the hierarchy of coolness?the way in which class, race, sexism, and
good looks can determine one's place?is well known.

For Gaztambide-Ferndndez, Weston is daunting yet strikingly bucalic, inspiring
but frustratingly incurious, and sometimes?especially for young women?a gilded
cage for agilded age. “Would you send your daughter here?’ one girl asks him,
and seeing his hesitation asks, “Because you love her?’
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For two years, Rubén Gaztambide-Ferndndez shared the life of what he calls the “Weston Schooal,” an elite
New England boarding school. He sat in on classes, ate meals in the dining halls, cheered at sporting events,
hung out in dorms while students baked cookies or celebrated birthdays. And through it all, observing the
experiences of adiverse group of students, conducting interviews and focus groups, he developed a nuanced
portrait of how these students make sense of their extraordinary good fortune in attending the school.

Vividly describing the pastoral landscape and graceful buildings, the rich variety of classes and activities,
and the officia and unofficial rules that define the school, The Best of the Best reveals a small world of
deeply ambitious, intensely pressured students. Some are on scholarship, others have never met apublic
school student, but all feel they have earned their place as a“Westonian” by being smart and working hard.
Weston isafamily, they declare, with aniche for everyone, but the hierarchy of coolness?he way in which
class, race, sexism, and good |ooks can determine one’s place?is well known.

For Gaztambide-Fernandez, Weston is daunting yet strikingly bucolic, inspiring but frustratingly incurious,
and sometimes?especially for young women?a gilded cage for a gilded age. “Would you send your daughter
here?’ one girl asks him, and seeing his hesitation asks, “Because you love her?”’
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Editorial Review

Review
Thisisan engaging and insightful book, which sets the stage for a new wave of scholarship on elite
identification. --Josipa Roksa, Contemporary Sociology

Offers hearty food for thought to anyone interested in social inequality and its reproduction via educational
ingtitutions. --Amanda Cox, Teachers College Record

The Best of the Best is amust for students of class and the role of great boarding schoolsin fostering
Americas elite. --Peter Kuriloff -- Anthropology & Education Quarterly

[The Best of the Best] offers afresh take on elite boarding schools and is well worth reading for those
interested in either education or elites. --Ezra Rosser, American University Washington College of Law

[Readers] will be gripped by Gaztambide-Fernandez's rich descriptions and thoughtful insights. -- Sherry
Deckman, Harvard Educational Review.

In abook that's both generous and skeptical, Rubén Gaztambide-Fernandez penetrates the inner world of a
top prep school, and shows how the students first construct, and then rationalize, their elite identities. Filled
with irony and insight, The Best of the Best reveal s both the opportunities and the casualties of privilege.
(Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot, author of The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn
from Each Other)

From the Author
Empty

About the Author
Rubén Gaztambide-Fernandez is Assistant Professor at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education. He
is also co-editor, with Adam Howard, of the collection Educating Elites.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gloria Smith:

The book untitled The Best of the Best: Becoming Elite at an American Boarding School contain alot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex ideawith easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and aso order it. Have a nice study.



Jeff Cunningham:

Beside this specific The Best of the Best: Becoming Elite at an American Boarding School in your phone, it
could possibly give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Best of the Best: Becoming Elite at an American
Boarding School because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book and read it from at this point!

Chantal Dow:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can know
everything you want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This reserve The Best of the Best: Becoming Elite at an American Boarding School wasfilled
concerning science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Tim Gonzalez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. Within this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the The Best of the Best: Becoming Elite at an American Boarding School when you
required it?
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