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Roman Elections in the

Age of Cicero

Great debate exists amongst classical historians on the nature of Roman
republican government. Some contend that the Roman Republic was governed by
asmall group of aristocratic families that entrenched their rule by means of long-
standing alliances and an intricate network of loyal clients from the lower
echelons of society. Others contest the definition of the republican government as
oligarchic, maintaining that the Roman elite did not operate in a political vacuum
and that Polybius judgment, which concedes a democratic element in the Roman
constitution as embodied in the powers of the popular assemblies, cannot be
simply swept aside. This debate has found its way into various scholarly works,
but, until now, no single volume has been dedicated specifically to elections and
€l ectioneering, a sphere where the people—according to these
interpretations—played a central if not acrucial role. Roman Electionsin the Age
of Cicero provides new and intriguing insights into the nature of Roman
republican government and the people’s actual powers, but also addresses
guestions relevant to elections in our own societies today.
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Great debate exists amongst classical historians on the nature of Roman republican government. Some
contend that the Roman Republic was governed by a small group of aristocratic families that entrenched
their rule by means of long-standing alliances and an intricate network of loyal clients from the lower
echelons of society. Others contest the definition of the republican government as oligarchic, maintaining
that the Roman elite did not operate in a political vacuum and that Polybius' judgment, which concedes a
democratic element in the Roman constitution as embodied in the powers of the popular assemblies, cannot
be simply swept aside. This debate has found its way into various scholarly works, but, until now, no single
volume has been dedicated specifically to elections and electioneering, a sphere where the
people—according to these interpretations—played a central if not a crucial role. Roman Elections in the Age
of Cicero provides new and intriguing insights into the nature of Roman republican government and the
people’ s actual powers, but also addresses questions relevant to elections in our own societies today.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Feig Vishnia haswritten a very useful book that will be consulted frequently by all students of
Roman republican history...thereismuch of value here, and this book will doubtless (and rightly) find
a permanent placein university reading listsfor coursesin ancient history." - Jeff Tatum (University of
Wellington, New Zealand), The Classical Journal

" Suited to graduate students and scholar s from other fields who want to know about Rome's elections
and can digest complicated information fast. The book isfilled with information for thiskind of reader
and that isa worth contribution. Asa guide to 'the nuts and bolts of Roman elections for those outside
thefield, it doesan excellent job." - James Tan, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author

Rachel Feig Vishniais Associate Professor in Ancient History at Tel Aviv University, Israel, and author of
Sate, Society, and Popular Leadersin mid-Republican Rome, 241-167 B.C. (Routledge, 1996).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Stanley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Roman Electionsin the Age of Cicero: Society, Government, and
Voting (Routledge Studies in Ancient History). Try to the actual book Roman Elections in the Age of
Cicero: Society, Government, and V oting (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) as your friend. It means
that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , et me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Lucy Broussard:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which iswithin the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Roman Elections in the Age of Cicero: Society,
Government, and Voting (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) as your daily resource information.



Katie Harper:

People livein this new day of lifestyle aways attempt to and must have the extratime or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book
you have read is Roman Elections in the Age of Cicero: Society, Government, and V oting (Routledge
Studies in Ancient History).

Reuben Beaubien:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people lovesto go through a book. When you learn
abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Roman Electionsin
the Age of Cicero: Society, Government, and Voting (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) will give you a
new experience in looking at a book.
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