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Barely two centuries ago, most of the world's productive land still belonged
either communally to traditional societies or to the higher powers of monarch or
church. But that pattern, and the ways of life that went with it, were consigned to
history by, Andro Linklater persuasively argues, the most creative and at the
same time destructive cultural force in the modern era-the idea of individual,
exclusive ownership of land.

Spreading from both shores of the north Atlantic, it laid waste to traditional
communal civilizations, displacing entire peoples from their homelands, but at
the same time brought into being a unique concept of individual freedom and a
distinct form of representative government and democratic institutions. By
contrast, as Linklater demonstrates, other great civilizations, in Russia, China,
and the Islamic world, evolved very different structures of land ownership and
thus very different forms of government and social responsibility.

The history and evolution of landownership is a fascinating chronicle in the
history of civilization, offering unexpected insights about how various forms of
democracy and capitalism developed, as well as a revealing analysis of a future
where the Earth must sustain nine billion lives. Seen through the eyes of
remarkable individuals-Chinese emperors; German peasants; the seventeenth
century English surveyor William Petty, who first saw the connection between
private property and free-market capitalism; the American radical Wolf
Ladejinsky, whose land redistribution in Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea after
WWII made possible the emergence of Asian tiger economies-Owning the Earth
presents a radically new view of mankind's place on the planet.
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Barely two centuries ago, most of the world's productive land still belonged either communally to traditional
societies or to the higher powers of monarch or church. But that pattern, and the ways of life that went with
it, were consigned to history by, Andro Linklater persuasively argues, the most creative and at the same time
destructive cultural force in the modern era-the idea of individual, exclusive ownership of land.

Spreading from both shores of the north Atlantic, it laid waste to traditional communal civilizations,
displacing entire peoples from their homelands, but at the same time brought into being a unique concept of
individual freedom and a distinct form of representative government and democratic institutions. By contrast,
as Linklater demonstrates, other great civilizations, in Russia, China, and the Islamic world, evolved very
different structures of land ownership and thus very different forms of government and social responsibility.

The history and evolution of landownership is a fascinating chronicle in the history of civilization, offering
unexpected insights about how various forms of democracy and capitalism developed, as well as a revealing
analysis of a future where the Earth must sustain nine billion lives. Seen through the eyes of remarkable
individuals-Chinese emperors; German peasants; the seventeenth century English surveyor William Petty,
who first saw the connection between private property and free-market capitalism; the American radical
Wolf Ladejinsky, whose land redistribution in Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea after WWII made possible
the emergence of Asian tiger economies-Owning the Earth presents a radically new view of mankind's place
on the planet.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
In this careful, comprehensive historical study, Linklater (Measuring America, 2002) reviews centuries of
expansion and settlement to explore how the ownership of land has negatively affected society. From the
sixteenth-century assertions of British rights to survey and collect rent in St. John’s, Newfoundland (wryly
characterized as “absurd” by the author); to more prosaic discussions of fences and mapping; and up to a
bracing review of Che Guevara’s fight for land redistribution, Owning the Earth casts a wide net over the
subject of property. Linklater discusses politics, agriculture, colonialism, slavery, democracy, communism,
and even intellectual property. His geographic view is wide, including North America, Latin America,
Europe, Russia, China, and the Middle East. Linklater’s shifting narrative can, on occasion, be dizzying or
dense, but the subject matter is so important and his dedication so thorough that this singular work should be
welcomed by all readers interested in land-use history and future global concerns. --Colleen Mondor

Review

“The dilemma of liberty and ownership takes center stage in polymath Andro Linklater's exhilarating
Owning the Earth…[It] is a magnificent achievement, a fascinating survey of what it has meant at various
times to own or take possession of land, and of how landowning has shaped the way we perceive the world
and our place in it…There is something almost boyish about the execution and energy of this book, the way
it races on makes the reader feel as if transported on a Phileas Foggian adventure through the history of
ideas.” ?Wall Street Journal

“[A] masterly work...[Linklater's] intellectual range is as wide as his geographic or temporal range. This
reinterpretation of global history will give readers of history will give readers of history, politics, and
economics much to think about.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“[A] careful, comprehensive historical study…the subject matter is so important and his dedication so
thorough that this singular work should be welcomed by all readers.” ?Booklist

“A pertinent, wide-ranging comparative study...vast, evenhanded and worthy of rumination.” ?Kirkus

About the Author

Andro Linklater is the acclaimed author of Measuring America, The Fabric of America, An Artist in
Treason, and Why Spencer Perceval Had to Die. He lives in England

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herb Baker:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Owning the Earth: The Transforming History of Land Ownership, it is possible to tells your family, friends
in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Evelyn Roberts:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the guide untitled Owning the Earth: The Transforming History of Land Ownership can be fine book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Everett Dean:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Owning the Earth: The Transforming History of Land Ownership your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The Owning the Earth: The Transforming History of Land Ownership
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Jesus Brewster:

This Owning the Earth: The Transforming History of Land Ownership is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Owning the Earth: The Transforming History of Land Ownership in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that
offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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