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Firmly rooting its argument in democratic and economic theory, the book argues
that a more democratic distribution of communicative power within the public
sphere and a structure that provides safeguards against abuse of media power
provide two of three primary arguments for ownership dispersal. It also shows
that dispersal is likely to result in more owners who will reasonably pursue
socially valuable journalistic or creative objectives rather than a socially
dysfunctional focus on the 'bottom line'. The middle chapters answer those
agents, including the Federal Communication Commission, who favor
'deregulation' and who argue that existing or foreseeable ownership concentration
is not a problem. The final chapter evaluates the constitutionality and desirability
of various policy responses to concentration, including strict limits on media
mergers.
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Firmly rooting its argument in democratic and economic theory, the book argues that a more democratic
distribution of communicative power within the public sphere and a structure that provides safeguards
against abuse of media power provide two of three primary arguments for ownership dispersal. It also shows
that dispersal is likely to result in more owners who will reasonably pursue socially valuable journalistic or
creative objectives rather than a socially dysfunctional focus on the 'bottom line'. The middle chapters
answer those agents, including the Federal Communication Commission, who favor 'deregulation' and who
argue that existing or foreseeable ownership concentration is not a problem. The final chapter evaluates the
constitutionality and desirability of various policy responses to concentration, including strict limits on
media mergers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Among the many First Amendment theorists in America's law schools, Ed Baker stands out for combining a
comprehensive theory of the media that democracy needs to thrive with a thorough examination of the
empirical economic and sociological evidence that makes his case. This book is a must-read for anyone who
wants to question the deregulatory, hyper-commercialism ideology that has dominated media policy in the
United States for the past couple of decades or who wishes to participate in the ongoing debate over media
ownership."
Mark Cooper, Consumer Federation of America

"Edwin Baker has produced a magisterial study of media concentration (and, now, online audience
concentration). It will be of as much interest to people in Europe, Africa, and Asia as in the United States
because it addresses a problem in all these continents that has been plausibly presented as no longer existing,
and it comes up with practical solutions."
James Curran, University of London

"C. Edwin Baker is arguably the most important scholar on media ownership and the relationship of media,
media policy, markets, and democratic practice in the United States today. Media Concentration and
Democracy: Why Ownership Matters is his finest book to date and is certain to become a classic text. It also
proves indispensable analysis for one of the great policy issues of our times. Anyone who reads this book
will have their positions on the issue challenged and strengthened."
Robert W. McChesney, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

"C. Edwin Baker is the nationn's most insightful media scholar, and Media Concentraion and Democracy is a
feast of important ideas. This is not just the best book on media concentration. This timely book is packed
with original and significant discussions of democracy, the First Amendment, media economics, the Internet,
and media policy."
Steven Shiffrin, Cornell University

"Ed Baker is one of America's most important voices on mass media policy. In this thoughtful, serious, and
comprehensive book, he explains why the structure of media markets is so crucial to preserving democracy
and the right ways to meet the challenge of media concentration."
Jack M. Balkin, Knight Professor of Constitutional Law and the First Amendment, Yale Law School

"Baker's book is an excellent analysis of the highly complex world of media ownership policy. The approach
interweaves legal and political argumentation in a fashion that is compact and rigorous. The book is a
substantial contribution to debates about media ownership and the regulation of markets in general. It would
be appropriate for upper level undergraduate courses in media policy and a variety of graduate courses
related to law and public policy." - Thomas Shevory, Ithaca College, The Law and Politics Book Review

"In Media Concentration and Democracy, theorist C. Edwin Baker, a University of Pennsylvania law
professor, offers a comprehensive, idea-packed examination of media concentration."
Loren Ghiglione, Northwestern University

About the Author



C. Edwin Baker is the Nicholas F. Gallicchio Professor of Law at the University of Pennsylvania Law
School and has been on the faculty at Penn since 1981. He also taught at NYU, Chicago, Cornell, Texas,
Oregon, and Toledo law schools and at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government, and he was a staff
attorney for the ACLU. He is the author of three earlier books: Media, Markets, and Democracy (Cambridge
University Press, 2002), which won the 2002 McGannon Communications Policy Research Award;
Advertising and a Democratic Press (1994); and Human Liberty and Freedom of Speech (1989). He has
written more than fifty academic articles about free speech, equality, property, law and economics,
jurisprudence, and the mass media, in addition to occasional popular commentary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emily Higginbotham:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Media Concentration and Democracy:
Why Ownership Matters (Communication, Society and Politics) will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Gregory Sims:

The book Media Concentration and Democracy: Why Ownership Matters (Communication, Society and
Politics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
good thing like a book Media Concentration and Democracy: Why Ownership Matters (Communication,
Society and Politics)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Media
Concentration and Democracy: Why Ownership Matters (Communication, Society and Politics) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by
start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Joaquin Bedard:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Media Concentration and Democracy: Why Ownership Matters (Communication,
Society and Politics) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer regarding Media Concentration and Democracy: Why Ownership Matters
(Communication, Society and Politics) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you still
thinking Media Concentration and Democracy: Why Ownership Matters (Communication, Society and
Politics) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?



Opal Moffett:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
Media Concentration and Democracy: Why Ownership Matters (Communication, Society and Politics). You
can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one destination for a other place.
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