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In this quirky and intriguing book, John Sutherland has conveniently gathered
together thirty-four nagging little questions, puzzles, errors, and enigmas from
some of the best-loved examples of Victorian fiction. Readers often have
stumbled upon seeming mysteries in their favorite novels. Why, for example, is
the plot of The Woman in White irrevocably flawed? (The timing of the crime is
off.) Is the hero of George Eliot's Middlemarch illegitimate? (Probably, although
he was later legitimized.) Why does the otherwise sensible Jane Eyre give in to a
sudden and unexplained outburst of superstition? (Charlotte Bronte, in reality,
had a similar experience.) What is the real reason we find The Picture of Dorian
Gray so disturbing? (There is an overwhelming emphasis on the sense of smell.)
These answers and more can all be found in John Sutherland's entertaining and
maddening book.
When it comes to literary criticism there's really nothing quite like the joys of
close reading and good-natured inquiry. This is the spirit in which Is Heathcliff A
Murderer was conceived and executed. Rather than trying to catch great authors
in mistakes, Sutherland usually turns up perfectly plausible reasons for the
seeming anomalies.
Everyone who reads nineteenth-century novels will thoroughly enjoy John
Sutherland's exploration of the seemingly unanswered, and each chapter is a
direct link to one of Oxford's World's Classics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Did Heathcliff kill the brother of Catherine Earnshaw in 'Wuthering Heights'? Was the second husband of
Dorothea Brooke born out of wedlock in 'Middlemarch'? Is 'The Adventure of the Speckeled Band' a veiled
story of incest? These questions might sound like headlines from a tabloid called the Victorian Enquirer. But
one of Britain's most respected literary scholars makes a plausable, if speculative, case for each of them in a
fascinating collection of essays on 34 classic novels or short stories."--The Plain Dealer

"A stimulating discussion."--The Economist

"An enjoyable and shameless puff for the Oxford World's Classics series....This is a series of mini-essays on
some of the great conundrums of Victorian literature. The highlight is reached, perhaps, in a learned
disquisition of the exact composition of the street dirt in Bleak House. The book should have been twice as
long."--The Oldie

About the Author

John Sutherland is Lord Northcliffe Professor of Modern English Literature at University College, London.
He is the editor of a number World's Classics, including works by Anthony Trollope, Adam Smith, Jack
London, and Thackeray.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia McGuire:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Is Heathcliff a
Murderer?: Great Puzzles in Nineteenth-Century Fiction (Oxford World's Classics). All type of book could
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Kara Hogan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This



reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Is Heathcliff a
Murderer?: Great Puzzles in Nineteenth-Century Fiction (Oxford World's Classics) is kind of reserve which
is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Belinda Hamilton:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. Is Heathcliff a Murderer?: Great Puzzles in Nineteenth-Century Fiction (Oxford World's Classics) can
be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Sharon Baker:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Is Heathcliff a Murderer?: Great Puzzles in Nineteenth-
Century Fiction (Oxford World's Classics). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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