
Hyperboles: The Rhetoric of Excess in
Baroque Literature and Thought (Harvard
Studies in Comparative Literature)

By Christopher D. Johnson

Hyperboles: The Rhetoric of Excess in Baroque Literature and Thought
(Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature) By Christopher D. Johnson

This book offers a detailed, comparatist defense of hyperbole in the Baroque
period. Focusing on Spanish and Mexican lyric (Góngora, Quevedo, and Sor
Juana), English drama (King Lear and translations of Seneca), and French
philosophy (Descartes and Pascal), Christopher Johnson reads Baroque
hyperbole as a sophisticated, often sublime, frequently satiric means of making
sense of worlds and selves in crisis and transformation. Grounding his readings
of hyperbole in the history of rhetoric and literary imitation, Johnson traces how
rhetorical excess acquires specific cultural, political, aesthetic, and
epistemological value. Hyperboles also engages more recent critiques of
hyperbolic thought (Wittgenstein, Derrida, and Cavell), as it argues that
hyperbole is the primary engine of a poetics and metaphysics of immanence.
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This book offers a detailed, comparatist defense of hyperbole in the Baroque period. Focusing on Spanish
and Mexican lyric (Góngora, Quevedo, and Sor Juana), English drama (King Lear and translations of
Seneca), and French philosophy (Descartes and Pascal), Christopher Johnson reads Baroque hyperbole as a
sophisticated, often sublime, frequently satiric means of making sense of worlds and selves in crisis and
transformation. Grounding his readings of hyperbole in the history of rhetoric and literary imitation, Johnson
traces how rhetorical excess acquires specific cultural, political, aesthetic, and epistemological value.
Hyperboles also engages more recent critiques of hyperbolic thought (Wittgenstein, Derrida, and Cavell), as
it argues that hyperbole is the primary engine of a poetics and metaphysics of immanence.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The result of Johnson's exploration of his topic is to make us aware
that what is fundamentally at stake in hyperbole is not merely the uses and fortunes
of a particular figure of speech but the nature of language, of imaginative
conception, and so of thought as a whole." -- Renaissance Quarterly

About the Author
Christopher D. Johnson is Associate Professor of Comparative Literature at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

The book Hyperboles: The Rhetoric of Excess in Baroque Literature and Thought (Harvard Studies in
Comparative Literature) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a very important thing like a book Hyperboles: The Rhetoric of Excess in Baroque Literature
and Thought (Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book Hyperboles: The Rhetoric of Excess in Baroque Literature and Thought (Harvard Studies in
Comparative Literature) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You
can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Rodney Alvarez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This Hyperboles: The Rhetoric of Excess in Baroque Literature
and Thought (Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature) is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jane Moore:

This book untitled Hyperboles: The Rhetoric of Excess in Baroque Literature and Thought (Harvard Studies
in Comparative Literature) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store
or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this



reserve from your list.

Wanda Riddle:

Beside this kind of Hyperboles: The Rhetoric of Excess in Baroque Literature and Thought (Harvard Studies
in Comparative Literature) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Hyperboles: The Rhetoric of Excess in
Baroque Literature and Thought (Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with
read it from today!
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