
Earth Matters: How soil underlies civilization

By Richard Bardgett

Earth Matters: How soil underlies civilization By Richard Bardgett

For much of history, soil has played a major, and often central, role in the lives of
humans. Entire societies have risen, and collapsed, through the management or
mismanagement of soil; farmers and gardeners worldwide nurture their soil to
provide their plants with water, nutrients, and protection from pests and diseases;
major battles have been aborted or stalled by the condition of soil; murder trials
have been solved with evidence from the soil; and, for most of us, our ultimate
fate is the soil.

In this book Richard Bardgett discusses soil and the many, and sometimes
surprising, ways that humanity has depended on it throughout history, and still
does today. Analysing the role soil plays in our own lives, despite increasing
urbanization, and in the biogeochemical cycles that allow the planet to function
effectively, Bardgett considers how superior soil management could combat
global issues such as climate change, food shortages, and the extinction of
species. Looking to the future, Bardgett argues that it is vital for the future of
humanity for governments worldwide to halt soil degradation, and to put in place
policies for the future sustainable management of soils.
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For much of history, soil has played a major, and often central, role in the lives of humans. Entire societies
have risen, and collapsed, through the management or mismanagement of soil; farmers and gardeners
worldwide nurture their soil to provide their plants with water, nutrients, and protection from pests and
diseases; major battles have been aborted or stalled by the condition of soil; murder trials have been solved
with evidence from the soil; and, for most of us, our ultimate fate is the soil.

In this book Richard Bardgett discusses soil and the many, and sometimes surprising, ways that humanity
has depended on it throughout history, and still does today. Analysing the role soil plays in our own lives,
despite increasing urbanization, and in the biogeochemical cycles that allow the planet to function
effectively, Bardgett considers how superior soil management could combat global issues such as climate
change, food shortages, and the extinction of species. Looking to the future, Bardgett argues that it is vital
for the future of humanity for governments worldwide to halt soil degradation, and to put in place policies
for the future sustainable management of soils.
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Editorial Review

Review
In conclusion this is an excellent, concise and very well written text which should be read by as wide a
readership as possible, not just Soil Scientists. Soil Scientists will find this text interesting, non-Soil Scientist
will find it fascinating! * IUSS Bulletin * Richard Bardgett is one of the most eloquent and knowledgeable
of the soil scientists who have cotnributed to the current enthusiasm about soils ... a must read * Wim H. van
der Putten, Trends in Ecology & Evolution * highly readable and authoritative book * Network Review *

About the Author

Richard Bardgett, Professor of Ecology at Lancaster University

Richard Bardgett is a soil scientist and Professor of Ecology at Lancaster University. He is the Editor of the
Journal of Ecology and Vice President of the British Ecological Society and holds positions in international
biodiversity assessment committees. He has authored and co-authored several books, including The Biology
of Soil (OUP, 2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Marcus:

Often the book Earth Matters: How soil underlies civilization has a lot of information on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Charles McCreery:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Earth Matters: How soil underlies civilization can
give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Earth Matters: How soil underlies
civilization.

Joe North:

You may get this Earth Matters: How soil underlies civilization by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by



means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Toby Lowry:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. It is identified as of book Earth Matters: How soil underlies civilization. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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