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CHINESE

TERATURE

Perhaps nowhere el se has literature been as conscious a collective endeavor asin
China, and China's survival over three thousand years may owe moreto its
literary traditions than to its political history. This Very Short Introduction tells
the story of Chinese literature from antiquity to the present, focusing on the key
role literary culture played in supporting social and political concerns. Embracing
traditional Chinese understandings of literature as encompassing history and
philosophy as well as poetry and poetics, storytelling, drama, and the novel,
Sabina Knight discusses the philosophical foundations of literary culture as well
as literature's power to address historical trauma and cultivate moral and sensual
passions. From ancient historical records through the modernization and
globalization of Chinese literature, Knight draws on lively examplesto
underscore the close rel ationship between ethics and aesthetics, as well as the
diversity of Chinese thought. Knight also illuminates the role of elite patronage;
the ways literature has served the interests of specific groups; and questions of
canonization, language, nationalism, and cross-cultural understanding. The book
includes Chinese characters for names, titles, and key terms.
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Perhaps nowhere el se has literature been as conscious a collective endeavor as in China, and Chinas survival
over three thousand years may owe moreto its literary traditions than to its political history. This Very Short
Introduction tells the story of Chinese literature from antiquity to the present, focusing on the key role
literary culture played in supporting social and political concerns. Embracing traditional Chinese
understandings of literature as encompassing history and philosophy aswell as poetry and poetics,
storytelling, drama, and the novel, Sabina Knight discusses the philosophical foundations of literary culture
aswell as literature's power to address historical trauma and cultivate moral and sensual passions. From
ancient historical records through the modernization and globalization of Chinese literature, Knight draws on
lively examples to underscore the close relationship between ethics and aesthetics, aswell as the diversity of
Chinese thought. Knight also illuminates the role of dite patronage; the ways literature has served the
interests of specific groups; and questions of canonization, language, nationalism, and cross-cultural
understanding. The book includes Chinese characters for names, titles, and key terms.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Very much to the point, startsin antiquity." --Tyler Cowen, The New York Times Magazine ("A Really
Short Book Review" section)

"This short book isamarvel of economy, substance, and style."--Tyler Cowen, George Mason University
(on his blog Marginal Revolution)

"To summarize almost 3,000 years of literature in just 120 pagesis no doubt a very difficult task;
nevertheless, Sabine Knight has done so brilliantly." -- Taciana Fisac, The China Journal

"Sabina Knight has managed to sguare the circle in presenting a lucid and engaging survey of the main
trends, authors and works of three thousand years of Chinese literature up to the present, striking the right

bal ance between concrete example and general analysis, in such a short compass.” --Wilt L. Idema, Professor
of Chinese Literature, Harvard University

"A marvelous little book. Consistently lively, engaging, and thought-provoking. Knight successfully
balances brevity and accessibility on the one hand and real intellectual substance on the other. It's beautifully
written and a genuine pleasure to read.”

-- David L. Porter, University of Michigan and author of The Chinese Taste in Eighteenth-Century England

"Like all the best booksin this series, Knight's covers agreat deal of ground in alively and opinionated but
deeply informed manner." -- Jeffrey Wasserstrom, author of China in the 21st Century (on the Asia Society
Blog)

"Thisbook is agreat way for me to show non-China professional students the valuable contributions that
Chinese culture hasto offer to our understanding of how the world worksin genera." --Elanah Uretsky, The
George Washington University, Global Health, Anthropology, and Elliott School of International Affairs

"It would be hard to find a more pithy or profound description of the soul of Chinese culture than thislittle
jewel, which deserves repeated and thoughtful reading; it is as brilliant and beautiful asit is brief." --G.
Wright Doyle, author of China: Ancient Culture, Modern Society



"As an introduction to Chinese literature, this little book has accomplished its big mission. The scope of
coverage isimpressive, and the skill with which Knight makes the mountain of material cohereis
remarkable." --Li-hua Ying, Modern Chinese Literature and Culture

"...Knight travels from Shang dynasty oracle bones to Shanghai Baby in just 120 pocket-sized pages; three
millennia of written wordsin five brief chapters." --Kate Foster, The China Quarterly

"Thisisaddightful summary of the entire history of Chinese literature. It isagreat place to start asit covers
philosophy, poetry, drama, and modern fiction with sensitivity and intelligence." --Scott P. Phillips, North
Sar Martial Artsblog

About the Author

Sabina Knight is Associate Professor of Chinese and Comparative Literature at Smith College and the
author of The Heart of Time: Moral Agency in Twentieth-Century Chinese Fiction.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rudy Lapan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y eah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou recognize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Joan Marcial:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou will
observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction this guide consist alot of the
information with the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.



Donna Wright:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Maobile phone. Like Chinese Literature: A
Very Short Introduction which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Karl Wolfe;

Isit an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Chinese Literature: A
Very Short Introduction can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of
date, spending your extratime by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Download and Read Online Chinese Literature: A Very Short
| ntroduction By Sabina Knight #QXPJSZ4DBFC



Read Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction By Sabina
Knight for online ebook

Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction By Sabina Knight Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction By Sabina Knight books to read online.

Online ChineseLiterature: A Very Short Introduction By Sabina Knight ebook PDF
download

Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction By Sabina Knight Doc
ChineseLiterature: A Very Short Introduction By Sabina Knight M obipocket
Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction By Sabina Knight EPub

QXPJSZADBFC: Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction By Sabina K night



